| Printed for A. Mitt.an, J. and R. Tonson, 


— ary J argon F. Davey A B. = "ng 


92 
AQ 
>X 
O 
S | 
& 
ty 
© 
20 
8 
'O 
2 
© 
2 
> 
3 
* 
= Þ 
© þ 
5 
3 
i 
* 


- 


CE Tire 


"a AGAR 
n 


Pm 


— — 
8 Ma n — 
3 : r 


be thought wt Mr. wo ver be 
cannot think our offence ſo great as oheiend who 
firſt ſeparately publiſhed what we have. here. but 

collected in a better form and order. As for the 

letters we have procured to be added, t 
| but to complete, explain, and ſometimes ſet in 4 
true light, thoſe others, which it aua not in the © 
Writer's or our power to recall. | . 

* Thus callection hath been owing to ſeveral cabi- 
nets: ſome drawn from thenge by . accidents, and 
others (even of theſe two ladies) voluntarily given. 
1t is to one of that ſex we gre beholden for the 

whole correſpondence between H. C. eſq; which ler- 


ut ſome may 


ters being lent her by that gentleman, ſhe topk the 
Kee to print; as appears by the following, 
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o HENRY CROMWELL, , Bk - 
X * 27, 1727. 
FTER fo lots a filence as the many 
and great oppreſſions I have ſighed un- 
der have occaſioned, one is at a loſs how to 
begin a letter to ſo kind a friend as yourſelf. 
But as it was always my reſolution, if I muſt 
fink, to do it as decently (that is, as ſilently) as 
J could; ſo when I bund myſelf plunged into 
unforeſeen and unavoidable ruin, , I retreated 
from the world, and in a manner buried my- 
ſelf in a diſmal place, where T knew none, and 
none knew me. In this dull unthinking way, 
J haye protraRted a lingering death (for life it 
cannot be called) ever fince you ſaw me, ſe- 
queſtered from company, deprived of my 
books, and nothing left to converſe with, but 
the letters of my dead or abſent friends; among 
which latter T always placed yours and Mr. 
- Pope's in the firſt rank. F lent ſome of them 
indeed to an ingenious perfon, who was ſo de- 
lighted with the ſpecimen, that he importuned 
me for a ſight of the reſt, which N ob- 
; . tained, 
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3 of taſte and judgment, would be pleaſed with 
= © agreeable an amuſement; Mr. Cromwell 


his merit, to publiſh. the ſolemn and private 
LA profeſſions. of love, gratitude, and veneration, 
made him by ſo celebrated an author; and ſin- 
ccerely Mr. Pope ought not to reſent the publi- 
WS cation, fince the early pregnancy of his genius 
vas no diſhonour to his character. And yet 
& had either of you been aſked, common mo- 
deſty would have obliged you to refuſe, what 
= you would not. be diſpleaſed with, if done 
== without your knowledge. And beſides, to end 
all diſpute, you had been pleaſed-to make me 
a free gift of them, to.do what I pleaſed with 
chem; and every one knows, that the perſon 
to whom a letter is addreſſed, has the ſame 
right to diſpoſe of it, as he has of goods pur- 
"chaſed with his money. I doubt not but your 
generoſity and honour will do me the right, 
of owning by a line that I came honeſtly by 
them. I flatter myſelf, in a few months I ſhall 
again be viſible to the world; and whenever - 

hs 8 ptovidence that turn ſhall happen, 
„„ I hall 


. e it. 1 thought 3 too > wool 6 of * 
nn oblivion, and had no eauſe to apprehend the IN 
= diſobligirg of any. The public, viz. all perſns 


could not be angry, ſince it was but juſtice to {8 
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n PREFACE & „ „%%ͤ&ũ «Y 
1 ſhall joyfully acquaint you with it, * 


: being none more WY your dy oe chad 
ons 195-6 ; 


\ Your Faithful 2 
en humble Servant, 
. TroMAs. . 


5 g. A1 Sir, | ts e 


mas, to be left at my Houſe, will be fafely 


tranſmitted t to her by, R 
0 Tours, &c. 


E. cunxr. 


< 


/ 


3 Epſom, july 6, 1717. 
Wie theſe letters were firſt printed, 
I wondered how Curll could come by 


them, and could not but laugh at the pompous 
title; ſince whatever you wrote to me was hu- 


mour, and familiar raillery. As ſoon as I came 
from Epſom, 1 heard you had been to ſee me, 


and I writ you. a ſhort letter from Will's, that 


I longed to fee you. Mr. D, about that 


time . charged me with giving them to a mi- 
ſtreſs, which I poſitively denied: not in the 


leaſt, at that time, thinking of it; but ſome 
time aſter, finding in the News papers Letters 
5 | from 


; * 


| Sonmp? eririovs Rot men U e, 
. Lady Packington, Lady Chudleigh, and 
Mr. Norris to the ſame Sappho, or E. T. I be- 
gin to fear that I was guilty. I have never ſeen 
| theſe Letters of Curll's, nor would go to his 
| ſhop about them; I have not ſeen the Sappho, 
| alias E. T. theſe ſeven years. Her writing, 
| That I gave ber” em, to do what ſhe would with 
em, is ſtraining the point too far. I thought 
not of it, nor do I think ſhe did then; but ſevere . 
etz, which catches hold of a twig, has pro- 
| duced all this; which has lain hid, and forgot 
by me ſo many years: Curll ſent me a letter 
WE laft week, defiring a poſitive anſwer about = 
matter, but finding I would give him none, he 
Vent to E. T. and writ a poſtſctipt in her — 
romantic letter, to direct my anſwer to his houſe; 
but they not expecting an anſwer, ſent a young 
man to me, whoſe name, it ſeems, is Pattiſon. 
I told him I ſhould not write any thing, but I 
| believed ie might be o-u ſhe w:it in her letter. 
I am extremely concerned that my former in- 
_ diſcretion in putting them into the hands of this 
Pretieuſe, ſhould have given you ſo much dif- 
turbance ; for the laſt thing I ſhould do would 
be to diſoblige you, for whom I have ever pre- 
. hy Son * and ſhall. ever be, | 
Sir, > 
n ' Your faithful Friend, PRs 
45-4. of 4508 hunable AO 4 


HENRY CROM WELL. 
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To Mr, P oP E. * 


* 1 1727. i 


5 -H o 1 writ my long narrative from Ep- 
ſom, till I was tired, yet I was not ſatiſ- 
bod, leſt any doubt ſhould reſt upon your mind. 
I could not make proteſtations of my innocence | 
of a grievous crime ; but I was impatient till I 
came to town, that I might ſend you thoſe Let- 
ters, as a clear evidence that I was a perfect 
ſtranger to all their proceeding. Should I have 
proteſted againſt it, after the printing, it might 
have been taken for an attempt to decry his pur- 
chaaſe; and as the litle exception you have taken 
has ſerved him to play his game upon us for 
theſe two years, a new incident from me might 
enable him to play it on for two more.— The 
great value ſhe expreſſes for all you write, and 

her paſſion for having them, I believe, was what 
prevailed upon me to let her keep them. By 
the interval of twelve years at leaſt, from her | 
poſſeſſion to the time of printing them, tis 

manifeſt, that I had not the leaſt ground to 
apprehend ſuch a deſign: but as people in great 
ſtraits bring forth their hoards of old gold and 
moſt valued jewels ; ſo Sappho had recourſe to 
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ure of Letters, and played af. not 
only yours to me, but all thoſe to herſelf (as 
the lady's oa into the preſs.— As for me, 
I hope hen you ſhall-cooly confider the many 
thouſand inſtances of our being deluded by the 
females, ſince that great Original of Adam by 

Eve, you will have a more favourable thou 12 | 


of the undeſigning error of 


— faithful Friend, 
and humble Servant, 


Hvar CrowsLL. E 


n 8 25 I * 


By 


Now Beals 66 aur E for) ah dies : 


tion be as ill received as the} lady's ſeems to 


have been by , the gentlemen; xconcerged ; we 


ſhall at leaſt have her. 'Comfdrt, . of being 


thanked by the © reft” of tbe avorld, Nor las 


M.. P. himſelf any great cauſe to think it 
much offence to bis modefly or reflefion on 
bis judgment, when we take care to inform 


the public, that there are few Letters of 
his in this collection, which were not writ- 


ten under twenty years of age: an the other 
hand, ue doubt not the reader will be much 
more e to find, at that early fiat 
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5 An 1 ft of 2 "th Aims" ory muſt 
have been - writ in haſte; very few perhaps 
ever reviewed, and none Manns hey We wow 
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Am1Lian . to Henry 5 
Eſq. by Mr. Pope, 12mo. Printed for Ed- 
mund Curl, 1727. 
Ils this are Verſes, &c. aſcribed. to Mr. P. which | 
— were t Bi. 
1. Mr. Pope's Literary Correſpondence * thirty 
= years: from 1704 10.1734. Being a Collection 
| of Letters which paſſed between him and ſeve- 
ral eminent perſons. . Printed for E. Curt, 8y0, 
1735, Two editions. | 
be ſame in duodecieo, with cuts. The 


= third edition. 


[Theſe contain ſeveral Letters not 8 
III. Mr. Pope's Literary C nce, Vol. II. 
Printed for the ſame, 8 vo, 1735. [In this volume 
are uo Letters of Mr. Pope's, but a few of thoſe 
to Mr. Cromwell reprinted : nor any to him, but 
one ſaid to be Biſhop Atterbury's, and another in 
that Biſhop's name, certainly not his: One or 
two Ln from St, Qmer's, advertiſed of Mr. 
Pope, but which proved to be only concerning 
him; ſome ſcandalous Reflections of one Le 
. Neve on the Legiſlature, Courts of Juſtice, and 
-Church of England, Pas. 116, 8 5 and the 


nnn 


 ACATALOGUE of the 
e of Chriſt expreſly denied, in page 123, 
- "Kids "With ſome. Fandyious Anecdotes, a a 
' Narrative. 1 
n ame in abodekia 42 
IV. Mr. Pope's Literary Correſpondence, Vol. III. 
Printed for E. Curl, 8 vo, 1735. [In this is only ©} 
one Letter by Mr. Pope to the Ducheſs of Buck - 
ingham, which the publiſher ſome way procured | 
and printed againſt her order. It alſo contains 
four Letters, intitled, Mr. Pope's to Miſs 
Blount, which are literally taken from an old 
' tranſlation of Voiture's to Mad, Rambouiliee,] | 
The ſame in duodecimo. 
V. Mr. Pope's Literary Correſpondence, vol. IV. . 
Printed by the ſame, contains not ont Letter of | 
this Author. 1 
The ſame in ate 8 
vl Mr. Pope's Literary Correſpondence, V vol v. 
cContaining only one Letter of Mr. P. and another 


of the Lord B. with a ſcandalous preface of 


Curl's, how he could come at more of their 
Letters, 8vo, printed for the ſame,” 1736. 

VII. Letters of Mr. Pope and ſeveral Eaiident 
Perſons, Vol. I. from 1705 to 1717. Printed 
and ſold by the book ellers of London and 
Weſtminſter, 8vo, 1733. 

The ſame, Vol. II. dom 1711, &c. Print- 
ed and ſold by the bookſellers of London and 

a Weſtminſter, 8vo, 1735. — The ſame i in T2000, | 

with a Narrative. 

VIII. Letters of Mr. Pope. and ſeveral ininent 
Perſons. From 1705 to 1725. Printed and 
fold by the bookſellers of London and Weſt- 
"Oe, 12mo, 1735. 

[This edition is ſaid in the title to contain 
more Letters than any by but Fuer oy 


Surreptitious and Incorrect Editions, &c. 
Two, ſaid to be the B of Rocheſter's, 
printed before hy Curl. 


N. Letters of Mr. Pope and ſeveral Eminent Per- 


| ſons. From the year 1705 to 1735, Vol. I. and 
Vol. II. Printed for ＋. Cooper, at the Globe 


in Pater - noſter- Row, 1735, 12mo. 


. 


, 
In this was inſerted the Forged Latter: from 
the Biſhop of Rocheſter, and ſome other things, 
unknown to Mr. Pope. 
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Prefixed to 6 Firſt G Genuine Baton 
in | quarts, 1737. 


F what is 5 _ the reader, 3 . 
happen in any degree to pleaſe him, the 


thanks are not due to the author? but partly to 


his friends, and partly to his enemies: it was 
wholly owing to the affection of the former, 


that ſo many Letters, of which he never kept 


copies, were preſerved ; and to the malice of 
the latter, og they were in this 


manner. . 
He had bin very diagreeably da in the 
publication of ſome. letters written in his youth, 


which fell into. the hands: of a woman who 
printed them, without His, or his correſpon- 


dent's conſent, in 1727. This treatment, and 
the apprehenſion of more of the ſame kind, 
put him upon' recalling as many as he could 
from thoſe who he imagined had kept any, 
He. was ſorry to find the number ſo great, but 
immediately leſſened it by burning three parts 
in four of them: the reſt he ſpared, not in any 755 


preference 


SiKIace {6 


f | tes wide but merely i 
W 25 they preſerved the memory of ſome friend- 
6. | ſhips hich will ever be dear to him, or ſet 
I in a true light ſome matters of faſt, from 
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— 120 Ard e e Sends er hind 
He therefore lay d by the Originals, together 
{| with thoſe of his correſpondents, and cauſed a 


| copy to be taken to depoſite in the library of a 
HF | noble friend; that in caſe either of the revival 
We of landen or r the e aa * 7 


1 | might be ade of them. - 
5 Me. Wynn » were printed, in a way diſre- 
9 e It was thought 
a juſtice due to him, to ſhew the world his 
dan judge x cad enen laſt reſo- 
' lution to have ſuppreſſed thoſe poems. As 
1 of _ letters n had paſſed between 
were publiſhed in 1729. wa « few marginal 
notes added by a friend. - | 

If in theſe eters e ee 
printed without his conſent, there appear too c 
much of a juvenile ambition of wit, or affec- 
tation of gaiety, he may reaſonably hope it 
will be conſidneens to þ ny e at. e age, 

| 30D PA 15:22 - he 
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„% Pre 
he was guilty of it, as well as how ſoon it was 


over. The reſt, every judge of writing will 
ſee, were by no means efforts of the genius, 


| but emanations of the heart: and this alone 


may induce any candid reader to believe their 


publication an act of e ine chan of 
| vanity. | £ 


It is notorious, how many ane bare . 
been publiſhed under the title of his correſpon- 
dence, with promiſes ſtill of more, and open 


and repeated offers of encouragement to all 


perſons who ſhould ſend any letters of his for 


the preſs. It is as notorious what methods 
were taken to procure them, even from the 


publiſher's own accounts in his prefaces, viz. 


by tranſacting with people in neceſſities, ® or 
of abandoned + characters, or ſuch as dealt 


without names in the dark. Upon a quarrel 

with one of theſe laſt, he betrayed himſelf ſo 
far, as to appeal to the public in Narratives and 
Advertiſements: like that Iriſh highwayman a 


few years before, who prefefr'd a bill againſt 


his companion, for not ſharing equally in the 


money, rings and watches, they had traded for 
in partnerſhip upon Hounſlow-heath. 2 50 


-* See the Preface to vol. L of a Bok called Me, Poo 
Literary Correſpondence. | 


+ Poſtſcript to the Preface to Vol. IV. 
+ Narrative and Anecdotes before Vol; II. 


Several 


PREFACE. xy 


Se have been printed i in his name - which 
Fay never writ,” and addreſſed to perſons to 
whom they never were written &: counterfeited ' 
WT as from biſhop Atterbury to him, which nei- 
cher that biſhop nor he ever ſaw +; and adver- 
"= tiſed even after that period when it was made 
= | felony to correſpond with him. 
II know not how it has: been this ate 
EE fate, whom both his ſituation and his temper 
1 have all his life excluded from rivalling any 
man, in any pretenſion, (except that of pleaſ- 
ing by poetry) to have been as much aſperſed 
and written at, as any Firſt Miniſter of his time: 
pamphlets and news- papers have been full of 
him, nor was it there only that a private man, 
q who never troubled either the world or com— 
mon converſation with his opinions of Religion 
or Government, has been repreſented as a dan- 
gerous member of Society, a bigotted Papiſt, 
and an enemy to the eſtabliſhment. The un- 
warrantable publication of his Letters hath at 
leaſt done him this fervice, to ſhew he has con- 
ſtantly enjoyed the friendſhip of worthy men; 
and that if a catalogue were to be taken of his 
1 * In Vol. III. Letters from Mr. Pope to Mrs. Blount, 
* Vol. II. of 4 8 8. p. 20. ne the 


Edition of his Letters in 120, by the tookſellers of London 
and Weſtminſter; and of the laſt — in 120, priced 


for T T. Cooper, 1725. 
friends 
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at either. Many of them having been written 


on the moſt trying occurrences, and all in the 
_ openneſs of friendſhip, are a proof what were 
his real ſentiments, as they flowed warm from 

the heart, and freſh from the occaſion; wich- 

out the leaſt thought that ever the world ſhould - 
be witneſs to them. Had he fate down with a 
deſign to draw his own picture, he could not have 
done it fo truly; for whoever fits for it (whe- 
| ther to himſelf or another) will inevitably find 
the features more compoſed, than his appear in 
theſe letters. But if an author's hand, like 
a painter's, be more diſtinguiſhable in a flight 
| ſketch than in a finiſhed picture, this very care- 
leſſneſs will make them the better known from 
ſuch counterfeits, as have been, and may be 
imputed to him, either eee if | 
malicious delign. ay '2 
We hope it is needleſs to fav, he is not ac- 
Countable for ſeveral d 
editions of thoſe Letters, which are ſuch as no 
man of common ſenſe would have publiſhed 
himſelf. The errors of the preſs were almoſt 
innumerable, and could not but be extremely 
"multiplied in ſo many. repeated editions, by the 
avarice and negligence of piratical printers, to 

not one of whom he eyer gave the leaft Title, 


** 


ber any oi encouragement than that & not 
5 proſecuting: them. "pl 
- For the Clans in che 1 we 
bad not the means to ſupply them, the Author 
having deſtroyed too many Letters to preſerve 
any Series. Nor would he go about to amend 
them, except by the omiſſions of ſome paſſages, 
improper, or at leaſt impertinent, to be divulged _ 
to the public: or of ſuch entire Letters, as were 
either not his, or not approved of by him. 
le has been very ſparing of thoſe 4 his. 
| friends, and thought it a reſpect ſhown to their 
| memory, to ſuppreſs i in particular ſuch as were 
moſt in his favour. As it is not to Vanity but 
to Friendſhip that he intends this Monument, 
he would fave his enemies the mortification of 
ſhowing any further how well their Betters 
have thought of him: and at the ſame time 


ſecure from their "cenſure his living friends, 


who (he promiſes them) ſhall never be put to 
the bluſh, this dow at Rb, 5 1 N 
to him. 

But however this colleclon may be ond 
we cannot but lametit the Cauſe, and the Neeeſ- 
fity of ſuch a publication, and heartily wiſh no 
| honeſt man may be reduced to the ſame. To 
| ſtate the caſe fairly in the preſent fituation. A 
bookſeller Ns own his intention to Turn 

Vor- VII. 1 e your 


0 8 8 
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* PREFACE, 
pour Letters: he openly promiſes. encourage 
ment, or even pecuniary rewards, to thoſe who 


will help him to any; and engages to inſert 
whatever they ſhall ſend. Any ſcandal is ſure 


% 


reception, and any enemy who ſends it 


ſcreened from a diſcovery. Any domeſtic or 
ſervant, Who can ſnatch a letter from your 
pocket or cabinet, is encouraged to that vile 
practice. If the quantity falls ſhort of a vo- 
lume, any thing elſe ſhall be joined with it 
(more eſpecially ſcandal) which the collector 
can think for his intereſt, all recommended un- 
der your Name: you have not only Theft to 
fear, but Forgery. Any Bookſeller, tho con- 
ſcious in what manner they were obtained, not 
caring what may be the conſequetice to your 
Fame or Quiet, will fell and diſperſe them in 
town and country. The better your Reputa- 
tion is, the more your Name will cauſe them to 
be demanded, and conſequently the more you 
will be injured. The injury is of ſuch a nature, 
as the Law (which does not puniſh for Inten- 
tions) cannot prevent; and when done, may 
puniſh, but not redreſs. You are therefore re- 

| duced, either to enter into a treaty 
; with ſuch a man (which tho the readieſt, is 
the meaneſt of all methods) or to take ſuch 
other meaſures to ſuppreſs them, as are con- 
trary to your Inclination, or to publiſh them, 


TITTY xx 
8s are con to your Modefty. Ot efwiſe 

= Fame and Property fi er N you _ 
1 = once 2 5 plandered. As an A. 
der, you ite of that Power, which 
abobe aff others coirſtitutes a good one, the 
power of tgefting; and the right of judging for 
yourſelf, , Ar Bk oft uſefi, 
entertaitiiig, or reputable to publiſh, at the 
time and in the mater you think beft: As a 
Man, you are deprived of the right even over” 
your own Sentiments, of the privilege of every 


human creature to divulge or conceal them; of 


the advantage of your ſecond thoughts; and of 
all the benefit of your Prudence, your Candour, 
or your Madeſty. As a Member of Society, you 
are yet more injured ; your private conduct, your 
_ domeſtic concerns, your * . your 
paſſions, your tendernefies 


are Expoſed to the Miſconffru ion 

ment of ſome, to the Cenifure or N 
of the whole world. The printing private let- 
ters in ſuch a manner, is the worſt ſort of be- 
traying Converſation, as it has evidently the moſt 
extenſive, and the moſt laſting, ill | conſequences. 
It is the higheſt Offence againſt Society, as it 
renders the moſt dear and intimate intercourſe of 
friend with friend, and the moſt neceſſary com- 
merce of man with man, unſafe, and to be 
dreaded. To _—_ letters is n the great- 


b A Ee eſt 


a PREFACE. 

eſt breach of honour: even to look into 0 ' 
already opened or accidentally dropt, is held 

an ungenerous, if not an immoral act. What 

then can be thought of procuring them merely 

by Fraud, and the printing them merely for 

lucre? We cannot but conclude every honeſt 

man will wiſh, that, if the Laws have as yet 
provided no adequate remedy, one at leaſt may 

be found, to prevent ſo great and growing an 
evil. e is * 
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[LETTERS 


10 AND. FROM 


Mr. WYCHERLEY: 


From the Year 1704 to 1719. 


LETTER I | 
 Binfield in Windſor Foreſt, Dec. 26, 17045. 


writings 


T was certainly a great ſatisfaction to me to 
ſee and converſe with a Man, whom in«his 
I had fo long known with plea- 


ſure; 3 but it was a high addition to it, to hear 


2 If one were to judge of 
this ſet of Letters by the man- 
ner of thinking and turn of ex- 
preſſion, one ſhould conclude 
they had been all miſ-titled ; 
and that the letters given to 
the boy of ſixteen, were writ- 
ten by the man of ſeventy, 
and ſo on the contrary ; ſuch 
ſober ſenſe, ſuch gravity of 
manners, and ſo much judg- 
ment, and knowledge of com- 
poſition enlivened with the 

prightlineſs of manly wit, 
Aiſtinguiſh thoſeof Mr. Pope: 


| while, on the other hand, a 
| childiſh jealouſy, a puerile 
affectation, an attention and 


lying at catch for turns and 


Points, together with a total 
ignorance and contempt of 
order, of method, and of all 
relation of the parts to one 
another to compoſe a reaſon- 
able whole, make up the 
character of. thoſe of Mr. 
Wycherley. _ 

The author's ago. thin 
* 3 


3 - * 


By 
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LETTERS To AND... 


„„ 


ee oth ae, ned 


> — 
you, at our very firſt meeting. doing jule to 
your dead friend Mr, Dryden. I was n 


* t know him: Virgilium tauium « 4. 
Had 11 been born early enough, I muſt have 


known and loved him: For J have been aſſured, 
not only by yourſelf, but by Mr, Congreve and 
Sir William Trumbul, that his perſonal- Qua- 
lities were as amiable as his Poetical, notwith- 
| ſtanding the many libellous miſrepreſentations 
of them, againſt which the former of theſe 
Gentlemen has told me he will one day vin- 
dicate him d. I ſuppoſe thoſe. injuries were 
begun by the violence of Party, but 'tis no 
doubt they were continued by envy at his ſac- 
ceſs and fame e: And. thoſe Scriblers who at- 
tacked him in his latter times, were only like 
ats in a ſummer evening, which are-never 
very troubleſome but in the fineſt and moſt 
glorious ſeaſon; for his fire, like the ſun's, 
| ſhined cleareſt towards its ſettin & 
You muſt not therefore imagine, that whe 


you. told me my own performances were above 


When a very young 
Boy, he prevailed with a 
friend to carry him to a Cof- 

fee · houſe which Dryden fre- 
quented; where he had the 

tisfaction he ſpeaks of. 

d He ſince did ſo, in his 

- dedication to the Duke of 


| been juſt the reverſe. 


duodecimo Edition of Dry- 
den's Plays, 1717. P. 

e The fact ſeems to have 
One 
of the firſt Satires againſt 
him was the Duke of Buck- 


n $ pants and one 
t 


Noweaſtle, preſix d to the 


he laſt, Montagu ody 
15 his Hind and Þ, Pant 4 wh 
toſe 


3 


» 
: 
3 
Ny 


10% Mk. Wenk „ 


thoſe Critics, 1 was fo vain as to believe it; 
and yet T may nbt. be ſo humble as to think 
myſelf quite below their notice. For critics, as 
they ire birds of prey, have ever a natural in- 
clination to carrion: and tho ſuch poor writers 
as I are but beggars, no beggar is ſo poor but he 
can keep a Cur, and no author fo beggarly but 
he can keep a critic, I am far from thinking 


the attacks of ſuch people either any honour or 


diſhonour even to me, much leſs to Mr. Dry- 
den. I agree with you that whatever leſſer Wits 
have riſen fince his death, are but like ſtars 


appearing when the ſun is ſet, - that twinkle 


only in his abſence, . and with the rays they 
W borrowed from him. Our wit (as you call 

it) is but reflection or imitation, therefore ſcarce 
to be called outs. True Wit, I believe, may 


be defined a juſtneſs of thought, and a facility 


of expreſſion; or (in the midwives phraſe) a 
perfect conception, with an eaſy delivery f. 
However, this is far from a complete defini+ 
tion ; pray help me to a better 8, 48 1 doubt not 

you can. 


3 


Iam, 4. 


. 


#. This is no definition of | not our young NOTED telle 
wit at all, but of good writ- He had met with it-eatly;. 
ing in general. but he uſed to ſay; he had 

Mr. Locke had given a Gs EET 3 
baer. But * Eſſay was 5 
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LETTER 1. 
From Mr. Wrenmuny, "I; 


Jan. 25, 1704-5- 
T Have been ſo buſy of late in correcting and 
tranſcribing ſome of my madrigals for a 

great man or two who defired to ſee them, that 

have (with your pardon) omitted to return you 
an anſwer to your moſt ingenious letter: ſo 
ſcriblers to the public, like bankers to.the pub- 
lic, are profuſe in their voluntary loans to it, 
whilſt they forget to pay their more private and 
particular, as more juſt debts, to their beſt and 
neareſt friends. However, I hope, you, who 
have as much good-nature as good ſenſe (ſince 
they generally are companions a) will have pa- 
tience with a debtor who has an inclination to 
pay you his obligations, if he had wherewithal 
ready about him ;-and in the mean time ſhould 
confider, when you have obliged me beyond my 

_ preſent power of returning the favour, that a 

debtor may be an honeſt man, if he but intends 

to be juſt when he is able, tho' late. But I ſhould | 


=, Grod-nature and good | each other. But they 1 might 
ſenſe, it ſeerns, generally are | keep company or not, juſt as 
companions, yet under the dif- | they pleaſed, for the Writer 
ferent names of wit and hu- | was gone in ſearch of Witti 
—_— Moy "”__ * cilms. | 
be 


re Ma, WYCHERLEY. 71 
be leſs juſt to you, the more I thoug ht I could 
make a return to ſo much — of Wit 
| and Humanity together z which, tho' they ſel- 
dom accompany each other in other men, are 8 
in you ſo equally met, I know not in which 


you. moſt abound. But ſo much for my opinion "#0 


of you, which is, that your Wit and Ingenuity | 
is equalled by nothing but your Judgment, or 
Modeſty, which (tho it be to pleaſe myſelf). 
1 muſt no more offend, _— EO 
„ 
Therefore 1 will fas. no more now of them, 
than that your good wit never forfeited your 
good judgment, but in your partiality to me and 
mine; ſo that if it were poſſible for a hardened 
ſeribler to be vainer than he is, what you 1 write 
of me would make me more conceited than 
what I ſcrible myſelf: yet, I muſt confeſs, I 
| ought to be more humbled by your praiſe than 
_ exalted, which commends my little ſenſe with 


ſo much more of yours, that I am diſparaged 


and diſheartened by your commendations; who 
give me an example of your wit in the firſt part 
of your letter, and a definition of it in the laſt ; 
to make writing well (that i is, like you) more 


difficult to me than ever it was before. Thus 


the more great and juſt your example ang 
definition of wit are, the leſs I am capable o 
follow them. Then the beſt var hewing. - 


B 4 
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LETTER Il 


March 2 5, I 7 . 
HEN F write to you, I foreſee a long 
letter, and ought to beg your patience 
before-hand ; for if it proves the longeſt, it will 
de of courſe the worſt I have troubled you with. 
Yet to expreſs. my gratitude at large for your 
_ obliging letter, is not more my duty than my 
intereſt ; as ſome people will abundantly thank : 

you for one piece of kindneſs, to put you in 
mind of beſtowing another. The more. fa- 
vourable you are to me, the more diſtinctly ! 
fee my faults : Spots and blemiſhes, you know, 
are never ſo plainly diſcovered as in the brighteſt 
| funſhine. Thus I am mortified by thoſe com- 
mendations which were deſigned to encourage 
me: for praiſe to a young wit, is like rain to 
_ 2 tender flower; if it be moderately beſtowed, 
it chears and reviyes ; but if too laviſhly, over= 
charges and depreſſes him. Moſt men in years, 
as they are generally diſcouragers of youth, 
are d old: trees, that, ow paſt bearing 
£8 | | them- 


en Ma. wyotttktov. 9 


W ficmfclves,” will ſuffer no young plants to 
proven ea arg but, as if it were not 
ene; <4" have: out-done all yotit eoevals iu 
wit, you wilt excel them iti good-tiature too, 
| As for my green eſſays, if you find any plea- 
| fure in them, it muſt be ſuch as a man natu- 
2 takes in obſerving the firſt ſhoors and bud- 
os of x tree which he has raiſed himſelf: 
— tis impoffible they ſhould be eſteemed any 
otherwiſe, than as we value fruits" for being 
early, whick nevertlicleſs are the moſt infipid, 
and the worſt of the year. In a word, I muſt 
blame you for treating me with fo woch com- 
_ pliment, which is at beſt but the ſmoke of 
friendſhip. I neither write nor converſe with 
you, to gain your praiſe, but your affection. 
Be ſo much my friend as to appear my enemy, 
and tell me my faults, if not as a young man, 
A leaſt a as an 2 Winter 
ö 17 2 1 Lam, Kc. 
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"LETTER 3 
From Mr. Wreszzizg, 


5 Ying . March 29, Aeg. 
yi 1 of the twenty-fifth of March 
I have received, which was more wel- 


2 His Praia b. 
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come to me chan any thing could be out of the 
country, tho it were one's rent due that day; 
and I can find no fault wich it, but that it 
charges me with want of ſincerity, or juſtice, 
for giving you your due; who ſhould not let 
your modeſty be ſo unjuſt to your merit, as to 
teject what is due to it, and call that compli- 
ment, which is ſo ſhort of your deſert, that it is 
rather degrading than exalting you: But if com= 
pliment be the ſmoke only of friendſhip (as 
you ſay), however, you muſt allow — is no 
ſmoke but there is ſome fire; and as the ſacriſice 
of incenſe offered to the Gods would not have 
been half ſo ſweet to others, if it had not been 
| for its ſmoke; ſo friendſhip, like love, cannot 
be without ſome incenſe, to perfume the name 
it would praiſe and imimortalize. But fince you 
ſay you do not write to me to gain my praiſe, 
but my affection, pray how is it poſſible to have 
the one without the other? we muſt admire 
before we love. Vou affirm, you would have 
me ſo much your friend as to appear your 
enemy, and find out your faults tather than your 
perfections; but (my friend) that would be ſo 
hard to do, that J, 4 love no difficulties, cant 
be perſuaded to it. Beſides, the vanity of a 
ſcriblet is ſuch, that he will never part with his 
own judgment to gratify another's ; eſpecially 


when he mult take pains to o do it: and tho' T. | 
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3 am proud to be of your opinion, when you 
talk of any thing or man but yourſelf, I can- 


; not ſuffer you-to murder your fame with your. 
= own hand, without oppoſing you; eſpecially. 


when you ſay your laſt letter is the worſt (fince 
the longeſt) you have favoured me with; which 


I therefore Sink the beſt, as the longeſt life (if 


a good one) is the beſt; as it yields the more 
variety, and is the more exemplary ; as a chear- 


ful ſummer 's day, tho longer t than a dull one in 


the winter, is leſs tedious and more entertaining. 


Therefore let but your friendſhip be like your 
letter, as laſting as it is agreeable, and it can 
never be Gregs voy! more acbeptable and 4 


1 


LETTER v. 6 


From Mr. Menn v. 


| {EFRON April 7, 170g. 
Have e yours s of the fifth, wherein 


4 


your modeſty refuſes the juſt praiſes T give 
you, by which you lay claim to more, as a 


biſhop gains his biſhopric by ſaying he will 


not epiſcopate; but I muſt confeſs, whilſt 1 
diſpleaſe you by commending you, I pleaſe 


myſelf; juſt as incenſe is ſweeter to the 


i 
«1.4 | than 
o > : , : bs 


. 


„ v1 TTER9/ ro ary): 


than ee whom tis offered, by his 
being ſo much above it: For indeed every man 
partakes of the praiſe he. gives, when it =_ 
Juſtiy given. 
A s to e toner n 
the Muſes, you may allow me to make it, ſince 
no old man can give ſo young, ſo great, and able 
a favourite of theirs, jealouſy, Jam, in my en- 
„ like old Sir Bernard Gaſcoign, who uſed 
to fs, that when he was grown too old to have 
| op Sag ane trimg by the ladies, he always 
took along with him a young man to enſure his 
welcome to them; for had he come alone he had 
been rejected, only becauſe his viſits were not 
ſcandalous to them. Sol am (like 3 
who is ruined by gaming) forced to live on the 
good fortune of the puſhing young men, whoſe 
fancies are fo vigorous that they enſure their ſuc- 
_ ceſs in their adyentures with the Muſes, ” their 
ſtrength of imagination. | 
Your papers are ſafe in my cuſtody "SM may. : 
be ſure) from any one's theft but my own; for 
tis as dangerous to truſt a {cribler with your wit; 
as a gameſter with the cuſtody of your money. 
1 you happen to come to town, you will make 
it more difficult fox me to leave it, who am 
| IO 185 3 
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But I ſeparate from all the: reſt that paragraph n 
or two, in which zou make me ſo warm'an 
offer of your friendſhip. | Were I 
that, it would put an end to all thoſe ſpeeches 
with which you now make me bluſh; and 
change them to wholſome advices, and free 
ſentiments, which might make me wiſer and 
happier. I know tis the general opinion, that 
friendſhip is beſt contracted betwixt perſons of 
equal age; but I have ſo much intereſt to be of 
another mind, that you muſt pardon me if I 
cannot forbear telling you a few notions of mine 
2 to that opinion. 
In the feſt-placw Un obſervable,that the love | 
x B e eee 
finding the ſame diſpoſitions in them, which 
we feel in ourſelves. This is but ſelf- love at 
the bottom: whereas the affection. betwixt 
le of different ages cannot well be ſo, the 
inclinations of ſuch being commonly various. 
The CAREY of two young men is often o- 


4 | IS EY  cafioned 


14 Anras To a 


caſioned by love of pleaſure or voluptuouſneſs, 
each being defirous for his'own ſake of one to 
aſſiſt or encourage him in the courſes he pur- 
ſues; as that of two old men is frequently on 
the ſcore of ſome profit, hucre; or deſign upon. 
others. Now, as a young man, who is leſs ac- 
quainted with the ways of the world, has in all 
probability leſs of intereſt; and an old man, 
who may be weary of himſelf, has, or ſhould 
| have leſs of ſelf- love; ſo the friendſhip between 
| them is the more likely to be true, and un- 
mixed with too much ſelf- regard. One may 
add to this, that ſuch a friendſhip is of greater 
uſe and advantage to both; for the old man will 
grow gay and agreeable to pleaſe the young one; 
and the young man more diſcreet and prudent 
by the help of the old one: ſo it may prove a 
cure of thoſe epidemical diſeaſes of age and 
youth, ſourneſs and madneſs. I hope you will 
not need many arg ts to convince you of 
the poſſibility of this; one alone abundantly ſa- 
gay and convinces to the heart, which 
is, that 2 y A 
at your cn affectionate, &c. 


Mr. „ ö at this time about dera years ; 
2 Pope ends yenteen. 
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- Should t bekeve e happy In your pool | 
opinion, but that you treat me ſo much in 


a ſtyle of compliment. It hath been'obſerved | 


of women, that they are more ſubject in their 
youth to be touched with vanity, than men, 
on account of their being generally treated this 


way; but the weakeſt women are not more 
7 weak than that claſs of men, who are thought 


to pique themſelves upon their Wit. The 


world is never wanting, when a coxcomb is 
accompliſhing himſelf to help to give him the 


Every man is apt to think his neighbe r ov 
ſtocked with vanity, yet I cannot but fancy 


there are certain times, when moſt people are in 


a diſpoſition of being informed; and tis incre- 


dibls what a vaſt good a little truth might do, 


ſpoken in ſuch ſeaſons. A ſmall alms will do 2 
great kindneſs to people in extreme neceſſity. 


I could name an acquaintance of yours, who 


would at this time think himſelf more obliged to 


you for the information of his faults, than the 


confirmation of his follies. If you would make 


thoſe the ſubject of a letter, it might be as Tong: 


as I could CT your * 1 8 were. 
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Il do not wonder you have hitherto found 

| ſome difficulty; (as: you pre; pleaſed to ſay) in 
writing to me, fince you have always choſen 
the taſk of comimending me: take but the 


ether . Tam case N f 
| at all 
| 1 for my verſes, which you. — e þ much, 
I may truly ſay they have never been the cauſe 
of any vanity in me, except what. they, gave me 
when they firſt occaſioned: my acquaintance 
with you. But I have ſeveral. times ſince been 
in danger of this vice; as often, I mean, as I re- 
— any letters from you. Tis certain, the 
greateſt magnifying glaſſes. in the world are a 
man's Own eyes, when they look upon his own 
perſon ; yet even in thoſe, I 7 fancy my- 
ſelf fo extremely like Alexander the great, as 
you would perſuade me. If I —＋ be like 
him, tis you will make me ſo, by compliment- 
ing me into a better opinion of myſelf than 1 
deſerve: They made him think he was the ſon 
of Jupiter, and you aſſure me I am a man of 
Parts. But is this all you can ſay to my honour? 
vou ſaid ten times as much before, when you 
call d me your friend. Aſter having made me 
believe J poſſeſs d a ſhare in your affection, to 
treat me with compliments and ſurset ſayings, 
js like the proceeding with poor Sancho Pancho: 
' they perfupded him, Fat he on enjoyed great do- 
| minion, 
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| theſe are moſt in the right, who quietly and 

eaſily reſign themſelves over to the gentle reign 
of dulneſs, which the Wits muſt do at laſt, tho 
atſter a great deal of noiſe and reſiſtance. | Ours 


e 


pertly in the wrong, eee 
and gayety ; and the laſt neither in the right nor 
d in a ſtupid ſettled 
lowever,  methinks, 


are a fort of modeſt inoffenſive people, who 
neither have ſenſe, nor pretend to any, but 
enjoy a jovial ſort of dulneſs: They are com- 


monly known in the world 4 of 


honeſt, civil gentlemen: They live, much as 
they ride, at random; a kind of hunting life, 
purſuing with earneſtneſs and hazard ſomething 
not worth the catching; never in the way, nor 
out of it. I can't but prefer ſolitude to the com- 
y of all theſe ; for tho a man's ſelf may 


poſſibly be the worſt fellow to converſe with in 


the world, yet one would think the company 


of a perſon whom we have the greateſt regard 


to and affection for, could hot be very unplea- 
ſant. As a man in love with a miſtreſs, deſires 
no converſation but hers, ſo a man in love with 


himſelf (as moſt men are) may be beſt pleaſed 
with his own. Beſides; - prod the trueſt and 


"moſt uſeful knowledge be the knowledge of 
© ourſelves, ſolitude, condutlity moſt to make us 
look into ourſelves, ſhould be the moſt in- 
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AruQtve kate of life, We. ſee nothing more 
commonly, than inch, who for the ſake of 
the circumſtantial part and mere outſide of life, 
 haye been half their days rambling out of their 
Y — 4 and ought | to be ſent into ſolitude to 
Nudy thetnſclves over again. People are uſually 
. ſoiled, inſtead of being taught, at their coming 
into the world; whereas, by being more con- | 
verſant with Obſcurity, without any pains, they 

would naturally follow what they were meant 
for. In a wort, if a man be a coxcomb, Soll- 


his belt $4 

I "Theſe It goed tealls r ti own iy here, 
but Iwilh I could give you any for your coming 
hither, except that I earneſtly invite you. And 
yet I can't help faying I have ſuffered a great 
deal of diſcontent that you do not _ ho 
T 6 che merit flat you [hivuld. * 67 19 

I muſt comiplain of the ſhortneſs ef your! laſt. 
Thoſe who have moſt wit, like thoſe who have 
moſt money, are | generally mo moſt * of 
Ur: a 40 


tude is hls beſt School ana if He be @ fool, its 
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LETTER. i. 
| From: Mr. Wrennnusy.. 


| a "Nov! ry 1705, 4 
QURS of the 26th. of Oftgber 1 have 
I received, as 1 have always done yours, 
Frith no little atisfaftion, and am proud to dif- 
cover by it, that grou find fault with the ſhort- 
nei of mine, which I think the beſt excuſe for 
it: And tho they (as you fay) who have moſt 
wit or money are maſt ſparing of either; there 
are ſome who appear poor to be thought rich, 
and are poor, which is my caſe. I cannot but 
rejoice that you have undergone fo much diſ- 
content for want af my company; but if you 
| have @ mind to puniſh me for my fault (which 
I could not help) defer your coming to town, 
and you will do it effectually. But I know 
your charity always exceeds your revenge, ſo 
that I will not deſpair of ſeeing you, and, in 
return to your ipyiting me to your foreſt, 
invite you to my foreſt, the town; where the 
beaſts that inhabit, tame or wild, of long ears 
or horns, purſue one another either out of love 
or hatred. You may have the pleaſute to ſee 
one pack. of blood-hounds purſue another herd 
of brutes, to bring each other to their fall, 
which i is their whole hn Or if you affect a 
leſs 


leſs asd you may es a ga- 
niels, called Idvers; i à hot purſbit of a two 
legged-vixen, ' who only flies the whole loud 
pack to be ſingled oat: by ons dog, Who runs 
mute to catch her up the ſooner from the reſt, 
as they. are making a noiſe to the loſs of their 
6 In fine, this i is the - time, for + all ſorts E 
ort 10 the town, when thoſe of the coun ; 
= Ceaſe ; therefore leave your f foreſt of beaſts for | 
= ours of brutes, called men, who how in full, 
cry (pack'd by the court or country) run down . 
in the houſe of commons A deſerted horned © 
beaſt of the Court, to the ſatisfackion ion of their 2 
ſpectators: Belides, (more for your diverſion) 
you may ſee not only the two great play-houſes & 
of the nation, thoſe bb the lords and commons, 
in diſpute with © one another ; but the two other 15 
playhouſes in high conteſt, becauſe .the m mem- 
bers of one bau are removed up to t *other, 
as it is often done by the court 10 "reaſons « of 
ſtate. Inſomucli that the lower houſes, I mean 
_ the play-houſes, ate going to ack tragedies on n 
_ another without doors, and the Sovereign 
put to it"(as it often happens i in the othet 1 two, a 
dn to flence ohe or both, to kee ö p Pee 
between chem. No T have rote you 155 Me - 
. 90 Wee Hide 2:78) T | 
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Have received your kind letter, with my, 
I paper a to Mr. Dryden cortected. 1 on 
you have made more of it by making it leſs,” as 
the Dutch are faid t to burn half the ff pices they 
bring home, to inhance the price, of the 
remainder, foto be greater — their lok, 
(which is indeed my caſe now.) "You" have 
pruned my fading Eurels of ſome ſu * Rel 
ſapleſs, and dead branches, o 1 1 the 
mand live the long iger; ;. thus, like your 
maſter Apollo, you are at once a poet and a 
phyſic ian... 4 Ys 1 RD n 5 3 Fre 3 
Now, Sir, as to my impudent invitation 'of 
vou to the . town, your good nature was the 
firſt cauſe of my confident: requeſt ; but excuſe 
me; I muſt (a ſce) ſay no more upon this ſubject; 
fince I find you a little too nice to be dealt r | 

With; tho“ you. have given me ſome encou 
ragement to hope, our friendſhip might * 
| Vo Thyneſs, or criminal modeſty ; 75 91 a 
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friend, KS ral the! ho jo not to be Wee by 
nary, to be true, yet ought not to refuſea friend's 
kindneſs becauſe it is ſmall or trivial: I have 
told you (I'think): what a Spaniſh lady iid to 
her poor poetical gallant, that a Queen, if the 
had to do with a groom, would 
of his kindneſs from him, tho it were but his 
| curry-comb. / But you and I will diſpute this: 
matter when Iam ſo happy as to ſee you here; 
and perhaps tis the only diſpute in which 1 
might hope to have the ef you. - St 
| Now, Sir, to make you another l 
muy boldneſs in inviting you to town, I deligh'd- 
to leave with you ſome more of my papers, 
( ſince theſe return ſo much better out of your 
hands than they went from mine) for I intended 
(as I told you formerly) to ſpend a month, or 
ſix weeks this ſummer, near you in the country. 
You may be aſſured eee ee 


e ee 


expect a mark. | 


1 Beende: 4 
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Hag Ne ot 2087 gory bu ed of, un 
VA . zar 1 430 Hotil f Aptil 197 og. 
Di ee of your of che laſt midnth; yow 
CF defire: me tu ſeloct, if poſſihle, ſorne 
things fim the 3 firſt volume of your Miſco! 


: Janics; which may be altered ſo'-as:40! appear; 
again. I doubted (your: meaning in this g Wim 


ther it was to pick ont the beſt of thoſe yerſes? = 


(es thoſe on the Hlbneſs of - buſineſs, ori Agia. 
rance, on Lazineſs, &.) to make the methad 
and numbers exact, and void repetitibns? For 


tho (upon reading em on this occaſion) I be- 
lieve, they might receive ſuch an alteration 
with advantage; yet they would not be changed 


ſo much, but any one would kn them for! 
tho ſame at firſt fight. Or if yo mean to 


improve the worſt pieces? which are ſuch, a8, 


to render them very good, would require“ 


great addition, and almoſt thæ entire new 
writing of them. Or, laſtly, if you mean 
the middle ſort, as the Songs and Love- ; 


verſes? For theſe will need only to be 


ſhortened, to omit ' repetition; ' the words 


remaining very little different from what 


they were before. Pray let me know your , 
mind in this, for 1 am ene, at a Lal. 


re folio, i in heyeur 2704. ID r. 5 
Ver 


e think my on to t 


| Way 46 200d; ones, nays. I bel 

of better than any in Vol. I. which Leould wi 
you would defer, at leaſt till you have finiſh 4 
thele that are yet unprinted. ee HY 
-ſample of 


een the verſes to, Mr. Waller in hin old 


age; your new ones on the Doe of Marlbo- 
rough, and two others. I have done all that 

I thought could be of advantage to them: 
ſome have contracted, as we do ſun- beams, to 
improve their energy and force; ſome I have 
taken quite away, as we take branches from 
tree, to add to the fruit; others I hare entirely 
new expreſs d, and turn d more into poetry. 
Donne (like one of _— ſucoeſſors) had inſiniteiy 
more wit than he wanted verſification; for 
the great: dratess of .vit like thoſe” in! trade; 
take leaſt pains to ſet off their goods; while the 
haberdaſhers of ſwall wit ſpare for no deco- 
rations or ornaments. N have. commiſ- 
ſioned me to paint your ſhop,” and I have dene 
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But I can no more pretend to the merit of the 
„than a midwiſe to the virtues and 
good qualites of the child ſhe helps into the light. . 
The few things I have entirely added, you 


will — you may take them lawfully for 


your own, becauſe they are no more than ſparks 
lighted up by your fire: and you may omit” 
them at laſt," N e een rey mee 

1 W | N am, &. 
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From Mr. Wrewnntny,” 


2 | | 1 Nov. 11, cha 


— of the gth yeſterday, ehigh: 
has (like the reſt of your letters) at once 


pleas d and inſtructed me; ſo that I aſſure you, 


you can no more write too much to your abſent 


friends, than ſpeak too much to the preſent. 
This is a truth that all men own, Who have 


either ſeen your en or heard your diſ- 


„„ Wnt 


183 Mr. Po 8 hk. ; 
| lines, very eaſy to be diſtin- — 1 in thoſe on Solitude, 


1 may be found in on the Public, and on the 
46 N TEE > FS 1 ** F | courſe ; 
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= 298 WYCHBRLEY. a 
i Sent in cofing bs ers or tall my | 
tp you, of in your company. However, 1 peak 
or write to you,, not to. pleaſe yop, bur felt; 
fince I provoke your nfwers 3 which, w 

they ; Kwrmble me, 2 ing vanity ; tho' I am 


| ned by jou, eren eg you commend me: 

fince you © my little ſenſe. with ſo 5 
much more of yours, that you put it me out of 
dountenance, W. iſt you would keep keep me in it. 


80 that you have found a way (again the cuſ- 
tom of great wits) to ſhew even a great deal of 
good-natutt y with a great deal of good ſenſe. 
+I thank you! for the book. you. promis'd me, 
by which 1 find vou would not ag e 
my lines, bat my lee. Wi 
Aß to che q Jamn'd verſes Lentruſted you with, 
I hope you. will let them undergo-your purga= 
tory to ſave them from other people's damn- 
ing then: fines the critics, who are generally 
the firſt damn'd in- this life, like the:damn'd. 
below, never leave to bring thoſe above them 
under their own circumſtances.” I beg you to 
peruſe my papers, and ſelect what you think 
beſt or moſt tolerable, and look over them again; 
for I reſolve ſuddenly to print ſome of them, as 
a harden'd old gameſter will (in ſpits « of all 
former ill uſage by fortune) puſh on an ill hand 
in erpeckadon we EE — een 


fic: . ſince 


| fince I 1 Pais a ITY | 3 " CO TREE 4 8 FARE : 
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R. Ruge. being uport His journey to 
| La tells me 1 muſt write to y 
by him, which 1 do, net more to-comply' with 
his defire, than to gratify my own; tho did 
it ſo lately by the meſſenger you ſent hither; 1 
take it too as an opportunity” 6f ending you 
r copy of the poem s on Dulneſs, which 

a not then finiſh'd, and Which I ſhould be 
2 to bazard by che common poſt. 
Englefyld is ignorant of the contentes 340 9 7 | 
hope your prudenes wilt let him remain "fo, 
for my fake no leſs than your oon: fince, it 
you ſhould reveal any thing of this nature, it 
would be no wonder reports ſhould be raisd, 
and. there are thoſe (Tfear) whd would be ready 
to improve them to my diſadvaritage, * Lam! 
ſorry you told the- great man, whom yeu met ; 
in the court of requeſts, that your' papers: were 
in my bands; no man alive Fug ever know any 


4 


2 The * of it LI is yet extant whoa other 
blots, and with figures of | ſuch exit of Mr. Wy- 
the References from copy | cherley's 2 p My 

to copy, in Mr. Pepe's hand, -by him. 12 4 | 4 #6 2 
„„ . . bach 


ce Mz. WYCHERLE Y. 2 
doch thing from me; and 1 give" 
warning beſides, e te W 
had any ways efited you, Tam getan 
ing refoly'd to deny It. went 5 . 
The metho- of che copy 1 A in vey 
different from what it was, and much more 
regular? for the better help of your: _— 
| e you to compare it by the figures in 
margin, anſwering to che fame in this letter. 
The poem is no divided into four parts, 
mark d with the literal figures 1. 2.3. 4 The 
firſt contains the Praiſe of Dulneſs, and ſhews 
how upon ſeveral fuppeſitions | it paſſes for 
1. religion. 2. philoſophy. 3. example. 4. wit. 
and g. the cauſe of wit, and the'end of it. The 
ſecond part contains the Advantages of Dul- 
neſs; ift, in bufineſs; and 2dly, at Court; 
where the ſimilitudes of the Byas of a bowl, and 
the Weights of a clock, are diveftly tending to 4 
the ſubject, tho introduced before in a. place 
where there was no mention made of thoſe 
advantages (which was your only objection 
in a great many particulars, that it is ſo ſortu- 
nate as to be eſteemed fome good quality or 
other in all forts of people that it is thought 
quiet, ſenſe, caution, 's | 
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fourth. part. 1 have wholly added, — 
which ſums up all the praiſe, advantage, and 
bappineſs af Dulneſs in à few. words, ant 
ſtrengthens them by the oppoſition of the dif- 
, diſadvantage, and nn of Wit; 
ith which it, concludes b. * 
Tho the whole be en eh & 6 he; 
there is not one thought omitted, but what is 
a repetition of ſomething in your firſt volume, 
or in this very paper: ſome thoughts are con- 
tracted, where they ſeem d en. with 
too many words ; and ſome new expreſs d or 
added; where I thought there wanted heighten- 
ing, (as you'll, ſee particularly in the. Simile 
of the clock-weights 77 and the verſification 


=; This is tonlly omitted in the Prat Editor's Sou 
of the lines are theſes | 


½ Thus Dulneſs, the fafe opiate of the mind, 
The laſt Kind refuge weary wit can find; 
« Fit fot all tions, and, in each content, 
5 Is ſatisfy'd, ſecure; and innocent; 
; > pales te ths, 3 
4 * 'd, unhated, undiſturb'd it lives Cc. 


e Tt was originally thus expreſs'd : 15 
5 As Clocks run faſteſt when moſt lead is on 


in a Letter of Mr. Pope to in 1712; three years b 5 
Mr. Wycherley, dated April Mr. Wychetley "Und, 


and 
3, 1705, and in a Paper of | two after he had laid aſide 
verſes of his, To the Author | the whole deſign of 2 
of a Poem called Succeſſio, 


any poems. 
which got out in a Miſcellany e two ümiles of the 
5 bo h 5 gh- 


1 20+ — fates ee vou, will ( 
hope) excuſe what I have done: Ge if L hass : 
not ſpared; you. when I thought ſeverity would 
do you a kindneſs, I have not mangled you 
where I thought there was no abſolute need of 

- amputation. . As to particulars, I can; ſatisfy 

you better when we meet; in the mean timm 
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LETTER xv. 


From Mr, N a 


| Nov. 22, 1 oy. 
"OU may ſee by my ſtyle, I had the 
dps and ſatisfaction to receive yeſ- 
% by the hands of Mr. Englefyld, your 
extreme kind and obliging letter, of the 2oth | 
of this month; which, like all the reſt of 
yours, did at once mortify me, and make me 
vain; fince it tells me, with ſo much more 
n, {enſe, and kindneſs than mine can expreſs, 


 Byaſe of 4 Bowl, and. the | we bays the ay of thei 
. Weights of a Clock, were at birth, fortunes, and final | 
length put into the 'Grſt book clabliſhment. | 

or the Dunciad. And thus ' 
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that even whilſt your kindneſs invites ind eo write 
5 to you, your witand judgment forbid me: fine] 
_ my return you a letter, but never an anſwer. 
Now, as for your 'owning Jour alfiſtanes 46 | 
me, im overſooking my unmufical numbers; 
and harſher ſenſe, and correcting ther both 
with your genius, or judgment; I mut tel 
you, I always own it (in ſpite of your unpoetic 
modeſty) who would do with your” friendſhip 
as your charity; conceal your bounty to magn 
the obligation; and even while you lay on your 
friend the favour, acquit him of the debt : but 
that ſhall not ſerve'your|turn ;. I will always 
own, tis my infallible Pope,, has, or would. 
redeem me from a poetical damning, che ſecond 
time; and fave my rhymes from being con- 
demned $0 the eritics flames to all eternity; but 
(by the faith you profes) you know your works 
of ſupererogation, transferred upon an humble 
| KL Wie Fe ſinner, may ſave even him; 
having good works enough of your own i beſides, 


to a? yours, and their immortality. 
And now for the pains vou have taken to 
recommend my Dulneſs, by making. it more 
' methodical, I give you a thouſand thanks; 
ſince true and natural dulneis is ſhown more by 
its eee 


| Rig 


| lineſs a of wit by its deſpiſing both. I thank 
pu a thouſand times for your repeated invitas 
= tions to come to Binfield: You will find; it 
will be as hard for you to get quit of my mers 
cenary kindneſs to you, as it would be for me 


be to demonſtrate myſelf - "+ TT OO 
OT IL NO We Your, &c. 


4 E T T ER XV, 
Nov. 26, = a 


. gard of any inconſiderable ſervice I could 
do you, are very unkind, and do but tell me in 
dther words, that my friend has ſo mean an 


ledgements for trifles: which upon my faith 1 
(hall equally take amiſs, whether made to my- 
ſelf, or to any other. For God's ſake (my deaf 


9 By ſorightlineſ he muſt | would deſpiſe wid or any 
mean extravagance of wit. | other yehicle it uſes, to make. 
For ſober wit would no | itſelf ſeen to Savage. 
more deſpiſe method wats: Ip + 

W 


Vol. VII. you 
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to deſerve, or return yours: however, it ſhall | 
be the endeavour of my future life, as it wilt 


i 2 — SLSR” Wee — r 9 — ; 
HE compliments you make me, in re- 
opinion of me, as to think I expect acknow- 


friend) think better of me, and believe I deſire 
no fort of favour ſo —_— as that of ſerving | 


4 5 
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you more confiderably than I have been yet 
able to do. 
I ſhall proceed in this manner wh ſome 
others of your pieces; but ſince you defire 1 
would not deface your copy for the future, and 
only mark the repetitions; I'muſt, as ſoon as F 
have mark d theſe, tranſcribe what is left on an- 
other paper; and in that, blot, alter, and add all 
I can deviſe, for their improvement. For you 
are ſenſible, the omiſſion of Repetitions is but 
one, and the eaſieſt part, of yours and my de- 
fign ; there remaining befides, to rectify the 
Method, to connect the Matter, and to _ . 
the Expreffion and Verfification. I will go next 
upon the poems of Solitude, on the Public, r 
on the mixt Life; the Bill of Fare; the praiſes 
of Avarice, and ſome others. 
1 8muſt take notice of what you ſay, of 
my pains to make your dulneſs methodical” 
and of your hint, „that the ſprightlineſs of 
wit deſpiſes method. This is true enough, 
if by wit you mean no more than fancy or 
conceit; but in the better notion of wit, con - 
ſidered as propriety, ſurely method is not only 
neceſſary for perſpicuity and harmony of parts, 
but gives beauty even to the minute and par- 
ticular thoughts, which receive an additional. 
advantage from thoſe which precede or follow 
in their due place. You remember a fimile 
| Mr. 


PROM Ma. wrenexLy. 35 


Mr. Dryden us d in converſation, of feathers in 
the crowns of the wild Indians, which they not 
only chuſe for the beauty of their colours, but 
plate them in ſuch a manner as to reflect a 
luſtre on each other. I will not diſguiſe any of 
my ſentiments from you: to methodize in your 
_ . caſe, is full as neceſſary as to ſtrike out; other 
| wiſe you had better deſtroy the whole frame, 
and reduce them into ſingle thoughts in proſe, 
= like Rochefoucault, as 1 have more 2 NM 
hinted 1 to wood? 
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LETTER XVI. 
From Mr. Wrenzzxzy. 


Feb. 28, 1707-8, 


| Have Bad yours ef the 23d of this inſtant, 
for which I give you many thanks, fince I 
find by it, that even abſence (the uſual bane of 


love or friendſhip ) cannot lefſen yours, no. 


more than mine. As to your hearing of my 

being ill, I am glad, and ſorry for the report: 

in the firſt place, glad that it was not true; and 

in the next, ſorry that it ſhould give you any. 

| diſturbance, or concern more than ordinary for 
me; for which, as well as your concern for m 

future  REEVEY or life, I think myſelf moſt 
TS cternally 
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eternally obliged to you; aſſuring, your oon 
cern for either will make me more careful of 
both. Yet for your ſake I love this life ſo well, 
| that I ſhall the leſs think of the other; but tis 
in your power to enſure my happineſs in one 
and the other, both by your ſociety, and good 
example, ſo not only contribute to my —_— 
here, but hereafter, 
| Now as to your excuſe for the plainneſs of 
your ſtyle, I muſt needs tell you, that friend- 
ſhip is much more acceptable to a true friend 
than wit, which is generally falſe reaſoning; and 
a friend's reprimand often ſhews more friend- 
ſhip than his compliment : nay love, which is 
more than friendſhip, is often ſeen by our 
friends correction of our follies or crimes, Upon 
this teſt of your friendſhip I intend to put you 
when I return to London, and thence to you at 
Binfield, which, I hope, will be within a month. 
Next to the news of your good health, I am 
pleas d with the good news of your going to 
print ſome of your poems, and proud to be 
known by them to the public for your friend; 
who intend (perhaps the ſame way) to be re- 
venged of you for your kindneſs; by taking 
your name in vain in ſome of my future madri- 
gals; yet fo as to let the world know, my love 
or eſteem for you are no more poetic than my . 
talent in * But of all the arts of fiction 
lc deſire 
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10 . vou to believe 1 want that of ſigning 
F and that 1. am Mn W 
1 \Yo 2 Ke. 
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Wi T E T W E. R. wi.” „ 
From Mr. Wren ny." 


May 13, 1 „. 

Have receiv 4 yours of the firſt. of May. 

| Your Paſtoral fall outſhines in her modeh 
aud natural dreſs all Apollo's court-ladies, in 
their more artful, labour'd and coſtly finery. 
Therefore I am glad to find by your letter vou 
deſign your country- beauty of a muſe ſhall ap- 
pear at court and in public: to outſhine all the 
farded, lewd, confident, affected Town-dowdies, 
who aim at being honour'd only to their ſhame : 
but her artful-innocence (on the contrary) will 
gan more honour as ſhe becomes public; and, 
in ſpite of cuſtom, will bring modeſty again into 
faſhion, or at leaſt make her fiſter-rivals of this 
age bluſh for ſpite, if not for ſhame. As for 
my ſtale, antiquated, poetical puſs, whom you 
would keep in countenance by faying ſhe has 
once been tolerable, and would yet paſs muſter 
by a little licking over; it is true that (like moſt 
vain antiquated jades which have once been 


D 3 WO. paſſable) 


4 4 


38 LETTERS. 10 an 


paſſable) ſhe yet affects youthfulneſs i in by age, 
ahd would ſtill gain a few admirers (who the ie 
more ſhe ſecks or labours for their liking, are 
but more her contemners.) - Nevertheleſs ſhe 
is reſolved henceforth to be ſo cautious as to 


appear very little more in the world, except it 
be as an Attendant on your Muſe, or as a foil, 


not a rival to her wit, or fame : fo that let 


your Country- gentle woman appear when ſhe 
will in the world s, my old worn- out jade of a 
loſt reputation ſhall be her attendant into it, to 
- procure her admirers ; as an old whore, who 

can get no more friends of her own, bawds 
fir others, to make ſport or pleaſure yet, one 
way or other, for mankind. I approve of your 
making Tonſon your mule's introductor into 
the world, or maſter of the ceremonies, who 


has been ſo long a Pimp. or Sentier her 
to the Muſes. 


x This, and what follows, | vida; and the ieh 
is a full Confutation of John } with corrections, are both 
Dennis and others, who aſ- 2 extant. in Mr. Wycher- 
ſerted that Mr. Pope wrote | ley's own hand: In another 
theſe verſes on himſelf (tho 8 letters of May 18, 
publiſhed by Mr. Wycherley 1708, are theſe words. 1 
ſix years before his death.) | * have made a damn'd Com- 
We find here, it was a vo- | © * pliment in verſe upon the 
luntary Act of his, promiſed | * printing your Paſtorals, 

before-hand, and written | © Which you ſhall ſee when 
-while Mr. Pope was abſent: you ſee me.” P. 
The firſt Broiiillon of thoſe 15 


1 


— 


FROM: Ma. WYCHERLEY. 439 


I with you 00 fortune; ſince a man with 
dn"; wit, as ſtore of money, without the 
hol; of good fortune, will never be popular; 
but I wiſh you's great many admirers, which 
will be ſome credit to my judgment as well as 
your wit, who always thou tech: 1 had a _ | 
me and am | | 


Your, &e, 


— — 
1 * — —— — * no ao * i 
* 1 


LETTE R VII. 
From Mr. Wrenznlzv. | 


©. May 17, 1709. / 
7 Muſt thank you for a book of your Miſcel- LR 
lanies, which Tonſon ſent me, I ſuppoſe, by 
ie and all I can tell you of it is, that 
nothing has lately been better received by the 
public, than your part of it. You have only 
diſpleas d the critics by pleaſing them too well; 
having not left them a word to ſay for them- 
ſelves, againſt you and your performances; ſo 
1 now your hand is in, you muſt perſevere, 
till my prophecies of you be fulfilled. In 
earneſt, all the beſt judges of good ſenſe or 
poetry, are admirers of yours; and like your 
part of the book ſo well, that the reſt is lik'd the 
worſe. This is true upon my word, without 
Ip D 4 cCompli- 
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LETTERS TO AU |, 
compliment; ſo that your firſt ſucceſs will 
make you far all your life a poet, in ſpite of 
your wit; for a poet's ſucceſs at firſt, like a 
gameſter's fortune at firſt, is like to make him 
a loſer at laſt, mierda ns | 
fortune and merit. | 

But hitherto your miſcellanies have 
run the gantlet, thro all the coffee-houſes; 
which are now entertain d with a whimſical 
new news-paper, call'd the TaTLER, which I b 
ſuppoſe you have ſeen. This is the neweſt 
thing I can tell you of, except it be of the 
Peace, which now (moſt people fay) is draw= 
ing to ſuch a concluſion, as all Europe is, or 
muſt be fatisfy'd with; ſo Poverty, you ſee, 
which makes peace in Weſtminſter-hall, makes 
it likewiſe in the camp or field, throughout 
the world. Peace then be to you, and ta 
me, who am now grown peaceful, and will 
have no conteſt with any man, but him wha 
ſays he is more your friend or om IR . 
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- May 20, 1709. 
1 Am « glad you TORY the 2 Miſcel lany, if 


bad poets in this nation as your ſervant. This 
modern cuſtom of appearing i in miſcellanies, is 


very uſeful ta the poets, who, like other thieves, 


eſcape by getting into a crowd, and herd toge- 


ther like Banditti, ſafe only in their multitude. 
Methinks Strada has given a good deſcription N 


of theſe kind of Sen 3 Nullus Bodie mor- 
talium aut naſcitur, aut moritur, aut præliatur, 
aut ruſticatur, aut abit peregre, aut redit, aut 
 nubit, aut eft, aut non eft, (nam etiam mortws 
i canunt) cui non illi exemplo cudant Epice- 


dia, Genethliaca, Protreptica, Panegyrica, Epi- 


 thalamia, Vaticinia, Propemptica, Soterica, Pa- 
rænetica, Nenias, Nugas. As to the ſuccels, 
which, you fay, my part has met with, it is to 
be attributed to what you was pleas'd to fay of 


me to the world; which you do well to call 


your prophecy, fince whatever is faid in my 


favour, muſt be a prediction of things that are 


not yet ; you, like a true Godfather, engage 
on my part for much more than ever 1 can 


| # Jacgb Touſon's fat Vol. of Miſcellavy Poems. r. 


it were only to ſhew you that there are as 
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girls, is but 


3 My e Muse, "he el | 
put out of countenance, by what 
you courtiers ſay to her ; yet I hope you would 
not deceine me too far, as knowing that a 
young .ſcribler's vanity needs no recruits from 
abroad: for nature, like an indulgent mother, 
kindly takes care to ſupply her ha with as 

much of their own, as is neceſſary for their 
ſiatisfaction. If my verſes ſhould meet with a 
few flying commendations, Virgil has taught 
me, that a young author has not too much 

reaſon to be pleas'd with them, when he con- 
fiders that the natural PRE of praiſe i 8 
_ envy and calumny. | 


& e cim lndevit bacrore foontem 
+ Cingite, * un n n, lu f 


When. once a man has appeared as 2 poet, he 

| way give up his pretenſions to all the rich and 
arts: thoſe who have once made their 
eburt to thoſe miſtreſſes without portions, the 


Muſes, are never like to ſet up for fortunes. But : 


for my part, I ſhall be ſatisfy d if I can loſe my 
time agreeably this way, without loſing. my 
reputation: as for gaining any, I am as indif- 
ferent in the matter as Falſtaffe was, and may 
| ſay of fame as he did of honour, * If it comes, 
e it comes unlook'd for; and there's an end 
* 3 I can be content with a bare ſaving | 
| _- | 


* * . 7 
5 
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long experience of the 
in it. LET 24 
| A#4 the fieceſs of your e thi late 


* i * 
wits * 


miſcellany, which I told you of in my laſt; 
upon my word I made you no compliment, for 


you may be aſſur d that all ſorts of readers like 


them, except they are writers too; but for 
them (I 4 needs ſay) the more they like 


them, they ought to be the leſs pleas d with 


em: ſo that you do not come off with a bare 


ſaving game (as you call it) but have gain d ſo 
much credit at firſt, that you muſt needs ſup- 
port it to the laſt: ſince you ſet up with ſo great 
a ſtock of good ſenſe, judgment, and wit, that 
your judgment enſures all that your wit ven- 
tures at, The falt of your wit has been enough 
to give a reliſh to the whole inſipid e ee 
it is mingled with; and you will make Jacob's 


Ladder raiſe you to immortality, by which 


others are turned off ſhamefully to their dam- 


nation (for poetic thieves as they are) who 


_ think to be ſaved by others good works, how 


faulty ſoever their own are: but the coffee- 


| Houſe wits, or rather anti- wits the critics, prove 
their judgments by approving your wit; and 


vou have more invention than they; nay, the 


detractors or the envious, who never ſpeak well 
ol any body (not even of thoſe they think well 


3 


great, or little roſa 


even the news-mongers and poets will own, 
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a in their/abſence) yet will give yo even in 
your abſence their good word; and the critics 
Loſs de e for deing forced to ee 
of you whether oy EAT All this is "a 

maſks my wu of” ; 
Your, Ker. 
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. Aug. 11, 1709. 
TY letters, ſo much inferior to yours, can 
only make up their ſcarcity of ſenſe by 
their number of lines; which is like the Spa- 
niards paying a debt of gold with a load of braſs 
money. But to be a plain dealer, I muſt tell 
you, I will revenge the raillery of your letters 
by printing them (as Dennis did mine) wich- 
out your knowledge too, which would be a 
revenge upon your judgment for the raillery of 
your wit; for ſome dull rogues (that is the 
moſt in the world) might be fach fools as to 
think what you faid of me was in earneſt :' It 
is not the firſt time your great wits have gained 
reputation by their paradoxical or ironical 
praiſes your forefathers have done it, Eraſmus 
and others. For all mank 


kind who know me 
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muſt confeſs; ke muſt be REA hius; 
or little tien, "who can find out afiy thing to 
. cothmend in me ferionfly ; who have given 
vo En ef ty judgrienit but ny opinion of 
yours, nor mark of my wit, but my leaving off 
writing to the public now you are beginning 
do ſhew the world what you can do by yours: | 
whoſe wit is as ſpiritual as your judgment i in- 
fallible: in whoſe judgment I have an implicit 
faith, and ſhall always ſubſcribe to it to fave 
my wofks, in this world, from the flames and 
damnation Pray, preſent my moſt humble 
ſervice to Sir William Trumbull ; for whom 
and whoſe judgment I have ſo profound a re- 
ſpect, that his example had almoſt made me 
marry, more than my nephews ill carriage to 
me; having once refolved to have revenged 
myſelf upon him by my marriage, but now | 
am reſolv'd to make my revenge greater upon 
Took by His e 


_ — — — 


21. E T + 17 "ph "itt. 
ken Mr. in 


HY eee 
Have had yours of the zoth of the laſt month, 

_ XK which is kinder — I defite it ſhould be, 
15 it tells me you could be better pleas d to 


8 


# 
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be flek again in Town in my company, than 
to be well in the Country without it; af that 
you ace more impatient to be deprived of hap- 
| pineſs than of health. Yet, my dear friend, 
ſet 'raillery or compliment alide, 4 can bear 


eaſe) better than I can your company | 
you are in pain: for I cannot ſee you ſo with- 
out being ſo too. Your love to the Country 
I do not doubt, nor do you (I hope) my love 
to it or you, fince there I can enjoy your com- 
pany without ſeeing you in pain to give me ſa- 
tisfaction and pleaſure ; there bo can have you 
without rivals or difturbers ; without the too 
civil, or the too rude: <Vithbur the noiſe of 
the loud, or the cenſure of the filent: and 
would rather have you abuſe me there with the 
truth, than at this diſtance with your compli- 
ment: fince now, your buſineſs of a friend, 
and kindneſs to a friend, is by finding. fault 
with his faults, and mending them by your 
obliging ſeverity. T hope (in point of your good= | 
nature) you will have no cruel charity for thoſe 
papers of mine, you are ſo willing to be troubled 
with; which I take moft infinitely kind f 
you, and ſhall acknowledge with gratitude, 
as long as I live. No friend can do more for 
his friend than preſerving his reputation (nay, 
not by preſerving his life) ſince by preſerving 
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his life * can only make him live about 8 2 
ſcore or fourſcore years; but by preſerving his 
reputation, he can make him live as long as 

the world laſts; ſo fave him from damning, 

when he is gone to the devil. Therefore, I pray, 
condemn me in private, as the Thieves do their 
accomplices in Newgate, to. fave them from 
condemnation by the public. . Be moſt kindly 
unmerciful to my poetical faults, and do with 
my papers, as you country-gentlemen do with 
your trees, . ſlaſh, cut, and lop off the excreſ- 
cences and dead parts of my wither'd bays, 
that the little remainder may live the lon ger, 
and increaſe the value of them by diminiſhing 
the number. I have troubled. you with my 
papers. rather to give you pain than pleaſure, 
notwithſtanding your compliment, which fays 
vou take the trouble kindly : ſuch is your ge- 
neroſity to your friends, that you take it kindly 
do be deſired by them to do them a kindneſs 
and you think it done to you, when they give 
you an opportunity to do it them. Where- 
fore you may be ſure to be troubled with my 
| letters out of intereſt, if not kindneſs; fince 
mine to you will procure yours to me: ſo that 
1 write to you more for my own fake than 
yours ; leſs to make you think I write well, 
than to learn from you to write better. Thus 
| you ſee intereſt in my kindneſs, which i is like 


the 
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| 1 Friendſhip of the world, rather to make 4 
friend chan be 4 fend . N am yours, bs 4 


"LETTER Xx, 


From nt ot 1% ; 


April 11, 1710. 


r I als to 5 part PIP buſineſs at Shrewſs 
| bury in a Forinight's s time (which I propoſe 
to do) I will be ſoon after with you, and 
trouble you with my company for the remainder 
of the ſummer : in the mean time I beg you 
to give yourſelf the pains of altering, or leaving 
out what you think ſuperfluous in my papers, 
that I may endeavour to print ſuch a number 
of them as you and I ſhall think fit, about 
Michaelmas next. In order to which (my dear 
friend) I beg you to be ſo kind to me, as to be 
ſevere to them; that the critics may be leſs ſo; 
for I had rather be condemned by my friend 
in private, than expos'd to my foes iti pubs 
lic, the critics, or common judges, who are 
made ſuch by having been old offenders 
themſelves. Pray believe I have as much faith 
in your friendſhip and fincerity, as I have 
deference to your judgment; and as the beſt 
Vo 1. . E | mark 


\ 
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mark of a friend j Js telling bis friend his faults 8 


private, ſo the next is co them from the 
public, till they are fit to appear. In the mean 
time I am not a little ſenſible of the great kind- 


neſs yeu do mes in the trouble you take for me; in 
putting my Rhimes in tune, ſince good ſounds 
ſet off often ill ſenſe, as the Italian ſongs, whoſe 
good airs, with the worlt words or meaning, 
make the beſt muſic; ſo by your tuning my 
Welch harp, my rough ſenſe may be the leſs 
offenſive to the nicer ears of thoſe critics, who 
deal more in ſound than ſenſe... Pray then take 
| 25 at once both of my readers and me, in 
ortning my barren abundance, and incyeling 
their patience by it, as well as the obligations 
have to you: And fince no madrigaller can 
entertain the head, unleſs he pleaſes the ear; 
and ſince the crowded Operas have left the beſt 
Comedies with the leaſt audiences, it is a fign 
found can prevail over ſenſe ; therefore often 


my words, and ſtrengthen my ſenſe, and 
Exit mt _—_ e. 
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WIE 


1 E T T E * XXIV. 
5 25 5 April 15, 1710. - 
1* Receiv d your wad extreme kind letter but 
juſt now. It found me over thoſe papers 
you mention, which have been my employ 
ment ever ſince Eaſter- monday: I hope before 
Michaelmas to have ache d an taſk; which, 
upon the word of a friend, is the moſt pleaſing 
one I could be put upon. Since you are fo near _— 
going into Shropſhire, (whither I ſhall not cars * 
to write of this matter, for fear of the miſcar- my 
riage of any letters) I muſt deſire your leare to . 
give yoo a plain and fincere account of what 1 =_ 
have found from a more ſerious application to | q 
them. Upon compariſon with the formet 
volume, I find much more repeated than I 
till now imagin d, as well as in the preſent 
volume, which, if (as you. told me. laſt) you | 
would have me daſh over with a. line, will 
deface the whole copy extremely, and to a 
degree that (I fear) may diſpleaſe you. I have 
every where mark d in the margins the page 
and line, both in this and the other part. But 
if you order me not to croſs the lines, or would 
any way elſe limit my commiſſion, you will 
oblige me by doing it in your next letter; for 
Tam 1 once qual fearful of * Jou, 4 
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| of ende you by too 3 a Pe ne 
Hitherto however I-have ergf'd-' em ſo as to be 
legible, becauſe you bade me. When I think 
all the repetitions are ſtruck out in'a copy, 1 
ſometimes find more upon dipping in- the fiſt 
volume, and the number increaſes fo much, 
that, I believe, more ſhortning will be requiſite 
than you may be willing to bear with, unleſs you 
are in good earneſt reſolv d to have no thought 7 
repeated. Pray forgive this freedom, which 
as I muſt be ſincere in this caſe, ſo I could not 
but take; and let me know if I am to go on at 
this rate, or if 758 t yn 55 en 
method. F135 37 l 
. very glad you 8 cololuttia 
of ſeeing me in my Hermitage this ſummer j the 
| ſooner you return, the ſooner I ſhall be happy; 
which indeed my want of any company that is 
entertaining or eſteemable, together with fre- 
quent infirmities and pains, hinder me from 
being in your abſence. Tis (J am ſure) a real 
truth, that my ſickneſs cannot make me quite 
weary of myſelf when J have you with me; 
and I ſhall want no ee age Fe "NM 
you are here. : 
You fee how freely ans nds 856 kette e care | 
I talk rather than write to you: this is one of = 
the many adyantages of friendſhip, that one can 
ſay to one's friend the * hed that ſtand in need 
of 
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of pardon, and at the ſame time be ſure of i it. 
Indeed 1 do not know whether or no the let- 
tets of friends are the worſe for being fit for 
none elſe to read. Tis an argument of the truſt 
repoſed in a friend's good - nature, when one 
writes ſuch things to him as require a good 
portion of it. I have experienced yours ſo often 
and fo long, that I can now no more doubt of 

the greatneſs of it, than J hope you do of the 
greatneſs of my 8 or F. e 0 
Fu. e e vow”. 8 
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ou give n me an account in your letter of 
4 the trouble you have undergone for me, 
in computing) my papers you took down with 
you, with the old printed volume, and with 
one another, of that bundle you have in your 
hands; amongſt which, (you ſay) you find 
numerous repetitions of the ſame thoughts and 
ſubjects; all which, I muſt confeſs, my want of 
memory has prevented me from imagining, as 
well as made me e a — ſince, 


HEE BEARS: rea 7. 
would iſe, ar leaſt forgive- myſelf for. But ſeeing 
is helieving;. wherefors I will. take ſome paing 
to examine and compare thoſe papers in your 
hands with ane another, 8s well as with the 
former printed copies, or books of my damn d 
miſcellanies; all which (ﬆ bad 4 me, 28 1 
have) with a little more pains and care I think. 
1 can, remedy. ., Theretore 1 would not have 
you give yourſelf more trouble about them. 

Which may prevent the pleaſure you have, 

and may give the world in writing upon new 

ſubjects of your own, whereby you will much 

hetter entertain yourſelf and others. Now as 

to your remarks upon the whole volume of "RF 

my papers; all that I deſire of you is to mark 

in the margin (without defacing the copy at 
all) either any repetition of words, matter, ot 

/ ſenſe, or any thoughts br words too much 

repeated; which if you will be fo kind as ta do 

for me, you will ſupply my want of Memory 
with your good. one, and my deficiencies of 
ſenſe, with the infallibility of yours; which if 
you do, you will moſt infinitely. oblige me, 
who almoſt repent the trouble I have given you, | 
fince-ſo much. Now as to what you call free- 
dom with me, (which you deſire me to forgive) 
you, may be aſſur d I would not forgive you 
unleſs you did uſe it; for Þ am fo far from 
CORY an offence to me, that 
1 think *s 


1 6 
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1 think K a ch rity "and *n. obligation ; w 2 
mall ways acknowledge, with all fort v7; S 
titude to you for it; who am, &. 
* Alt the news 1 have i yh that 
| From the ſtage of this work, che gout be ig 
| up into his head, and (as the py ; 
0 "_ upon hit off OY 
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— eſa” 
12 AM aN FE take ill my not 
| Þ accepting your invitation, and to find (if 1 
miſtake not) your exception not unmixed with 

ſome ſuſpicion. Be certain I ſhall moſt care- 
fully obſerve your requeſt, not to crois over, 
or deface the copy of your papers for me 
future, and only to mark in the margin the | 
Repetitions. But as this can ſerve no further 
than to get rid of thoſe repetitions, and no way 
rectify the Method nor connect the Matter, nor 
improve the Poetry in enpreſſion or numbers, 
without further blotting, adding, and altering; 
10 it really is my opinion and defire,. that you | 
thoutd. take your papers out of my hunds into 
your” owyy, and that no alterations may be made 


but when both of us are preſent;, when. you'may . 


be 1 with every blot, as well as every 
| E 4 ENS addition, 
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addition, and nothing be put upon the papets but 
phat you ſhall give your own ſanchon aud wn 
to, at the ſame ime©s/], 

Do not be ſo unjuſt, as to e Gow bowed 
that I would decline any part of this taſk ; on 
the contrary you know, I have been at the pains 

bf tranſcribing ſome pieces, at once to comply 
With your deſire of not defacing the copy, and 
yet to loſe no time in proceeding upon the cor- 
reftion. I will go on the ſame way, if you 
pleaſe ; tho' truly it is (as I have often told you) 
my ſincere opinion, that the greater part would 
make a much better figure as Single Maxims 
| and Reflections i in proſe, after the manner of 
your favourite R hefoucault, than in verſe a; 
And this, when thing amore is done. but 
marking the repetitions in the margin, will be 
an eaſy taſk to proceed upon, notwithſtanding 
| the bad Memory you complain of. A = Wy 
frignedly, fear Is Your, &. 
; „ A Po op 2. 1 


Mr. Wicherten | lived | 
five years after, to Decem- | 
ber, 1715, but little progreſs 
was made in this deſign, 
thro' his old age, and the 
| Increaſe of his infirmities. 


However, ſome of the Verſes, | 
touch'd by 


which had 
Ur. P. with Cocv1u of theſe 


Mains, in Proſe were 3 
among his papers, Which 
having the misfortune to fall 
into the hands of a Merce: 
nary, were publiſhed in 1728 
in octavo, under the Title of 
The Poſthumous Works of 
William ras Eſq. F. 
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and the verſes very tender and eaſy. The 
Author ſeems to have a particular genius for | 
that kind of poetry; and 4 judgment 
much execeds the years you told me ha w 1 
He has taken very freely from the ancients, but 

what he has mixed of his on with theirs, is not 
inferior to what he has taken from them. Tis 
no. flattery at all to ſay, .* irgil had written 
nothing ſo good at his age *. I ſhall take it as 
a dogs if you will being me acquainted with 
him: and if he will give himſelf the trouble 
any morning to call at my houſe, I ſhall be 

very glad to read the verſes over with him, 

and give him my opinion of the particulars 
more e orgy gere 3 
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wy June 24. 1706. 
e eee e eee and hall 
be very glad of the continuance of a corre- 


| ont by which I any like to be ſo great a 
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reer w. ken Vi. * 3 
ti you have rien s, for 7 make ns 
3 Not mat 1 aal Fe 
minous poets always the beſt; I believe the con- 
| trary is rather true. I mentioned ſome what to 
vou in London of a Paſtoral Comedy, which ? 
ſhould be glad to hear you had thought upon 
ſince. I find Menage in nh obſervations upon 
Taſlo's Aminta, reckans up fourſcore paſtoral 
plays in Italian: and in looking over my old 
Italian books, I find a great many paſtoral and 
piſcatory plays, which, I ſuppoſe, Menage 
_ reckons together, I find atfo by Menage, that 
Taflo is not the fieſt that writ in that kind, he 
mentioning another before him which he Him- 
ſell had never ſeen, nor indeed have I. But as 
 Bongrelli ace the three beſt, fo, I think, there is 
10 — Amintz is the beſt of the threo: 
not but that the diſcourſes. in Paſtor Fido ares 
more entertaining and copiousin ſeveral peophe's = 
. 9pinien, tho not eee WO -. - 
remember many in other la 
r Racan's Br 
gerias are much inferios to his lyric poems; and 


* are all 2 — conceits, Rapin 
f wil 
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OED 77 1 
is nothing of this kind in Engliſh worth men- 
tioning, „ erer woe hang Ge el oe 
| to yourſelf. -You ſee I write to you vithout any 
ſort of conſtraint or method, as things come 


into my head, and themes wihohe Tenn Tue" 1 


dom with me, an any; OR nen 
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fr LETTER ul. 
. N. Mr. Walen. he 


'. Windfor-F oreſt, July. 2 I ad. 


Cannot omit the firſt opportunity of making 
you my acknowledgments for reviewing 
thoſe papers of mine. You have no leſs right 

to correct me, than the ſame hand that rais d a 

tree bas to prune it. I am convinced as well 
as you that one may correct too much for in 

poetry as in painting, a man may lay colours 
one upon another till they ſtiffen and deaden 
the piece. Beſides, to beſtowy heightening on 
every part is monſtrous: ſome parts ought to 
be lower than the reſt; and nothing looks 
more ridiculous than a work, where the 
eee ee en in their own. 


5 


eee, Wesen e and denen PTY 
are all laid even, and e unis guiſn d. 
I believe too that ſometi 1 
are the beſt, as the n een of the grapes 
— the ſineſt andricheſt wine. 
I have worms w. pg f paſtoral 
3 becauſe, I think the taſte of our age 
will not reliſh a poem of that ſort; People 
ſeek for what they call wit, on all ſubjects, and 
in all places; not conſidering that nature loves 
truth ſo well, that it hardly ever admits of 
flouriſhing: Conceit is to nature what paint is 
to beauty; it is not only needleſs, but impairs 
what it would improve. There is a certain 
majeſty in ſimplicity which is far above all the 
quaintneſs of wit: inſomuch that the eritics 
have excluded wit from the loſtieſt poetry, a 
well as the loweſt, and forbid it to the Epie 
no leſs than the Paſtoral. I ſhould certainly dif 
pleaſe all thoſe who are charm'd with Guarini - 
and Bonarelli, and imitate Taſſo not only in the 
ſimplicity of his Thoughts, but in that of the 
Fable too. If ſurprizing diſcoveries ſhould 
have place in the ſtory of a paſtoral comedy, 
1 believe it would be more agreeable to proba- 
bility to make them the effects of chance than 
of deſign; intrigue not being very confiſtent 


with that innocence, which ought tt to conſtitute @ - 
_ * ſhepherd's 


-»LETTERS al "AND | | 
character. \Thbreis noching in all = 
the Athinta {as I remember) but happen by | 
| mere any; ee Wes bs the RR of 
— Diphind 5 und ben dn in 
the moſt ſimple in the world : the cuntrary is 
_ obſervable in Paſtor Fido, where Cofircd is fo 
perfect a miſtreſs of intrigut, that the plot could 
not have been btought to paſs without her. I 
am inclined to think the paſtoral comedy has 
another diſadvantage as to the manners: its 
general defign is to make us in love with the 
innocente of rural life; fo that to introduce 
ſhepherds of a vicious character muſt in ſome 


meaſure debaſe it; and hence it may come to 


paſs, that even the virtuous characters will nat 
thine fo much, for want of being oppos d to 
their contraries. Theſe thoughts are purely 
my own, and therefore I have reaſon to doubt 
them: n your Judgment wil . 
D 
I Would beg your opinion too #3 to anther 
Paint: it is, how far the liberty of borrowing 
may extend? I have defonded þ it ſometimes by 
xing, that it ſeems not ſo much the perfection 
ol ſenſes, to ſay things that had never been faid 
beſore, as to expreſs thoſe beſt that have been 


| „a Gents maker bare Gd, the hafen of con 
* 5 . 


rx WO WALSH, Bo. 6 


. 4 * 


laid afteneſt; and that writers, in che caſe of 
borrowing from others, are like trees, which ol 
themſelves would produce. only one ſort 
fruit, but by being grafted upon others id 
yield variety. A. mutual. commerce 


poetry flourith ; but then poets, like merchan 


ſhould repay with ſomething of their = PW 


What they take from others; not, like, pyr 
make prize of all they meet. I defice you ta 
tell me fincerely if I haye not ſtretch d this | 
licence too far in theſe paſtorals? I hope to 
become a critic by your precepts, and a poet 
by your example. Since 1 have ſeen your 
Eclogues, I cannot be much pleaſed with my 
own; however, you haye not taken away all 
my vanity, ſo long as. you * me * to 
Sh dhe W c. : f 
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anf LETTER W. 


Haan . wens W 
Joly 20, 1706. | 


T Had no „ foner retun d you thanks for the 
favour of your letter, but that I was in hopes 
of ging you. an account at the ſame time of 
my journey to Windſor; hut I am now. forced 
ee eee eee 
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e at TOP in Veni Ithi 
you are perfectly in the right i in your notioris 5 
Paſtoral; but 1 am, of opinion, that tlie redu tis. 


dancy of \ wit you mention, tho! tis What pleaſes ” 
the common, people, is not What, ever pleaſes 

| the beſt judges. Paſtor Fido indced has had 
more Ader than Aminta; but I will ven⸗ 


ture to fay, there is 4 great deal of difference 


between the admirers, of one and the other. 


Coſirca, which is a character generally admir d 


. by the ordinary judges, is intolerable in a 


Paſtoral; and Bo jarelli's fancy of making his 


ſhepherdeſs in love with two men equally, is 


not to be defended, whatever pains he has taken 


to do it. As for what you aſk of the liberty 


of borrowing ; tis very evident the beſt Latin 


Poets have extended this very far; and none fo 


far as Virgil, who was the beſt of them. A8 


for the Greek Poets, if we cannot trace them fo 
_ plainly, tis perhaps becauſe we have none 


before them; tis evident that moſt of them 


| borrowed from Honor, unf An ine n 


accuſed of burning thoſe that wrote before him, 


that his thefts might not be diſcover d. The 
. beſt of the modern Poets in all languages ate 


thoſe that have the neareſt copied the Ancients. 
Indeed in all the common ſubjects of Poetry, 
the thoughts are fo obvious (at leaſt if they are 


natural, that whoever writes laſt; muſt write 


\ | . 
- 


viene w. WALSH, Bw * 


*Y things like what have heen faid. before: But 
they may ag well applaud the Ancients for tze 
arts of eating and drinking, and accuſe the Mo- 
derns of having ſtolen thoſe inventions from 


them; it being evident in all ſuck caſes, that 


ee v'® Alt nnd * them out. 


TORO yeh, when 
unus i aber 


vic * are one been i bright ee 


3 ſtolen, and all the reſt is quite different from it, 


| @ poem makes a very fooliſh figure: But when 
tis all melted down together, and the gold of 


the Ancients ſo mix d with that of the Moderns, 


that none can diſtinguiſh the one from the 


other, I can never find fault with it. I cannot 
however but own to you, that there are others 

of a different opinion; and that I have ſhewn 
Sorento . mMmpany 
me while I write this, and fach a ndiſs in my 


ears, that 'tis. impoſſible I ſhould: write any 


rann ſo ä 
Lan, . 


de that gbjec- 
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66 LETTERS To wr e 


en ere . . 
From Mr. WA IS u. 
Sept. 9, 1706. 


'T my return n from the North J receiv 4 
the favour of your letter, which had lain 


here till then. Having been abſent about fix 
. weeks, I read over your Paſtorals again, with 
a great deal of pleaſure, and to judge the better 


read Virgil's Eclogues, and Spenſer's Calendar, 


at the ſame time; and, I aſſure you, I continue 


the ſame opinion I had always of them. By i 
the little hints you take upon all occafions to 


improve them, tis probable you will make 


them yet better againſt winter; tho' there is a 
mean to be kept even in that too, and a man 
may correct his verſes till he takes away the 
true ſpirit of them; eſpecially if he ſubmits to 
the correction of ſome who paſs for great Cri- 
tics, by mechanical'rules, and never enter into 
the true deſign and Genius of an author. I 


have ſeen ſome of theſe that would hardly 
allow any one good Ode in Horace, who cry. 
Virgil wants fancy, and that Homer is very 
; incorrect. While they talk, at this rate, one 
would think them above the common rate of 


mortals : but generally they are great admirers 
of Ovid and Lucan; and when they write 
themſelves, we find-out all the myſtery. They 
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all made up of Couplets; of which the firſt 


may be the laſt, or the laſt firſt, without any ſort 


of prejudice to their works: in which there is 


no deſign, or method, or any thing natural or 


juſt. For you are certainly in the right, that 
in all writings whatſoever (not poetry. only) na. 


ture is to be follow'd ; and we ſhould be jealous. 
of ourſelves for being fond of Similies; Con- 


ceits, and what dan, call ſaying fine Things: 
When we were in the North, my Lord Whar- 


ton ſhew'd me a letter he had receiy'd from a 


certain great General in Spain ; I told him T 
would by all means have that General recall'd 


and ſet to writing here at home; for it was im- 
poſſible that a man with fo much Wit as he 
ſhew d, could be fit to command an Army, or 
do any other buſineſs b. As for what you ſay of 


Expreſſion : tis indeed the ſame thing to Wit, 
as Dreſs is to Beauty: I have ſeen many women 

ver=dreſs'd, and ſeveral look better in a care- 
- les night-gown, with their hai about” thei 


ears, than Mademoiſelle Spanheim dreſs for | 


a ball, I do not deſign to be in London till 


r. The Earl of Petctbot formed that it was made (m 
the Earl of Peterborrow, 


Me Walſh's Remark | juſt before he glorious cam- 
will th 


ought very inno- RY” of Bare | a and Ya 


bent, when the reader is in- lentia. P. 
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s upon their fingers; run aſter 
Conceits and glaring thoughts: their poems are 
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68 LETTERS ro AND 
My haps by Dat Gave you wit hath 
finiſh'd your Paſtorals as you would have them 

appear in the world, and particularly the third, 
of Autumn, which I have not yet ſeen. Your 
laſt Eclogue being upon the fame ſubject as that 
of mine on Mrs. Tempeſt's Death, I ſhould take 
it very kindly in you to give it a little turn, as if 
it were to the memory of the fame Lady, if they 
were not written for ſome particular Woman 
whom you would make immortal. You, may 
take occaſion to ſhew the difference. between 
Poets Miſtreſſes, and other mens. I only hint 
this, which you may either do, or let alone, juſt 

as you think fat. I ſhall be very much pleas'd to 
ſee you again in Town, eee, 
the mean time. 1 am, yith.very much eftsen, 
Pour, Kc. 


LETTER VL 3 


Oc. 22, 1 1706. 


| FTER the thoughts I have already ſent 
. you on the ſubject of Engliſh Verſifica- 
tion, you deſire my opinion as to ſome further 
particulars. There are indeed certain Niceties, 
which, tho not much obſerved even by correct ; 
verſifiers, I cannot but think, —_ to, be 
| Better regarded. * 
7 PN. hes £1 It 
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rROM W. WALSH, Ez. 69 
I. Tt is not enough that nothing offends the 
| ear, but a good poet will adapt the very Sounds, 
as well as Words, to the things he treats of. 80 
that there is (if one may expreſs it ſo) a Style of 
Sound. As in deſcribing a gliding ſtream, the 
numbers ſhould run eaſy and flowing; in de- 
ſcribing a rough torrent or deluge; ſonorous and 
RO and ſo. of the reſt. This is evident 
every where in Homer and Virgil, and no where 


elſe, that I know of, to any obſervable degree. 


The following examples will make this _ 
which I have taken from Vida. 


olle viam tacito lapfu fer "hole radi. 

Incedit tardo molimine fubfidendo. 

Ludi antes ventos, tempeſtateſque Tk 
 Immenſo cum pracipitans ruit Oceano Nox. 20 
Telum tmbelle ſine ictu, conjecit. 
Tolle moras, cape ſaxa manu, cape robora, Paſtor. 
 Ferte citi flammas, data tela, pelt peftem. - 


This, I think, is what very few obſerve i in 
practiee, and is undoubtedly of wonderful force 
in imprinting the image on the reader: We 
have one excellent example of it in out lan- 
guage, Mr. Dryden's Ode on 1 St. Cecilia 8 * 

5 entitled, Alexander's Feaft. | 


Every nice ear muſt (I believe). how * 
eva, 3 verſe of ten 8 
: 5 8 ſyllables, 8 


wot 


— 


— 1 1 — Sarto iy. Fey 2 1 


ſame cauſe has occaſioned the promiſcudus uſe 
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llables, there is naturally a Payſe at the fourth, f 
, or ſixth ſyllable, It is upon theſe the car 


; reſts, and upon the judicious change and ma- 


nagement of which 1 the en of yerſi. 
| fication. For example, 


At the fifth. | 
N bere er thy. navy 1 Proc hen cam wings, 
At the fourth,  ". 

Homage to thee | end prce ta al 1 brings. 
'At the ſixth. 

Lille trags of Jonerets 15 in morning hom. 


Now I fancy, that, to preſerve an exaQ Har: 
mony and Variety, the Pauſe at the 4th or 6th 5 
ſhould not be continued above three lines toge- 
ther, without the interpoſition « of another ; ; elſe 
it will be apt to WEAry. the ear with one conti- 
nued tone, at leaſt it does mine: That at the 
5th runs quicker, and carries not quite o dead 


* 


a weight, ſo tires not ſo much, tho it be con- 


tinued longer. 


\ 


3. Another nicety is in relation to Ee 
tives, whether words or ſyllables, which are 
made uſe of purely to ſupply a vacancy: Do 
before verbs plural is abſolutely ſuch; and it is 
Not improbable but future refiners may explode 
did and does in the ſame manner, which are 
almoſt always uſed for the ſake of rhime, The 


of 


r W. WALSH, ! 


| never ſound ſo 
other. 


1 would allo jet to "the irroption 0 
Alessa verſes, of twelve ſyllables, which, 

I think, ſhould never be allow d but when ſome 

temarkable beauty or propriety in them atones 
for the liberty: Mr. Dryden has been too free 


of theſe, eſpecially i in his latter works. Th am : 


an the lame opinion as to Triple Rhimes. * 


I could equally object to the repetition. 
of the ſame Rhimes within four or ſix lines of 


each other, as tireſome t to * ear wad their 


| Monotony, . - + 

6. Monofyllable 165 Sy reh andully 
en are ſtiff, or languiſhing: but may be 
beautiful to expreſs . ne or 
ee 1 | 


. To come to te Hiatus, or Gap — ; 
two words, which is caus'd by two vowels | 


opening on each other (upon which you defire 
me to be particular) I think the rule in this caſe 


is either to uſe the Cæſura, or admit the Hiatus, 


juſt as the ear is leaſt ſnock d by either: For 
the Cæſura ſometimes offends the ear more than 
the Hiatus itſelf, and our language is naturally 
overcharg'd with conſonants: As _ "— 
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of you and thaw to the fame perſon, So 
raceſul as e one or 5 5 
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- when one word ends with the ſame vowel that 


w LETTERS! 1 aus 
De old have Int reft ever in their oh, © 

we wou Tay, to avoid the Hiatus, that ++ e * 
Bu th oll have int'reft. BY 58 
The Hiatus which has os 5 — is 


begins the following; and next to this, thoſe 
vowels whoſe ſounds. come neaxeſt to each 
other, are moſt to be ee O, A, or U. 
will bear a more full and graceful ſound than 
E, I, or V. I know, ſome people will think 
theſe Obſervations, trivial, and cherefare 1 am 
glad to cortoborate them by ſome great autho- 
rities, Which 1 have met with in Tully 5 
Quintilian. In the fourth book of Rhietort 
Herennius, are theſe words: Fugiemus ones 
bocalium concurfiones, que? vaſtam argue hiqnteis 
Fedditit orationem; itt hoe eſt, Baccee anti ame- 
niſimæ impendebant. And , Quintilian; I. ix. 
cap. 4. Voculium concurſus cum accidit, biat & 
interſiſtit, & quaſi laborat oratio. Peſſime long 


que eaſdem inter ſe literas committunt, ſonabunt - 


Praæcipuus tamen erit hidtus turum qua cavo aut 


| r ere efferuntur. E plenior litera eft, I an- 
But he goes on to reprove the exceſs 
on is other hand of being too ſolicitous in this 

matter, and ſays admirably, Ne io an negligen- 
tia in hoc, aut ſolicitudo fit pejor. So likewiſo 
Tully (Orator. ad Brut.) Theopompum repreben- 


4 n. eee uge; evi, effidem en 
magiſter goes Sogfates Vhich laſt author, as 


one Hiatus in all his works. Quintilian tells us, 
that Tully and Demoſthenes did not much ob- 
ſerve this nieety 
Orator, Crebrd ia vocum conturſio, quam magud 
ex parte _—_— fugrt Demoſthenes. | If I am 
not miſtaken, Mal lerns ha 


6! IOes NE 


clude, I believe the Hiatus 2 * 


1 would conſtantly try to prevent it, — 
where the cutting "off u be prejudicial | 
the found than the Hiatus il. Jam, cc. 


Turfiebds on Wihiliat obſerves, has Day 
tho Tully himſelf fays in his 
been the moſt — in this point; and 1 


ſays, he has not one in his poe ee 


with more care in poetry than in Oratory; 


GA ER we. oh X UKs 
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they leave the world, whoſe loſs itſelf they do 
not ſo much regret, as that of their friends 
Whom they leave behind in it. For I do not 
knaw one thing for which I can envy London; 
f but for your continuing there. et 1. gueſs you 
7 will expect me to recant this expreſſion, when 
I tell you that Sappho (by which heatheniſh 
name you | have chriſten d a very orthodox Lady) 
did not accompany me into the Country. Well, 
- you have your Lady i in the Town. ſtill, and 
I have my Heart in the Country ſtill, - which 
being wholly n. as 1 has the | 
room 


— - _ 9 „ eu 
EET no r . 


Town, as it is with a great many men nen 


20 mom in it FG 8 ? and does not want 
a corner at your: ſervice, Vou have 


obliged me by your frankneſs and kindneſs; | 
and if I have abus d it by tao much freedom 
on my part, I hope you will attribute it to'the. 
knows how to ſhow Reſpect, where it feels 
Affection. I would love my Friend, as my 
Miſtreſs, without ceremony: and hope a little 
rough uſage ſometimes may not be more dit 
pleaſing to the one, than it is to che other. 
If you have any curioſity to know in what 
manner I live, or rather loſe a * Martial will 
inform you ip c „„ ti a7 Y 


* Pranideo, Foto, cans, dude, Ee, cam, 1 4 


Every day with mne is Literally another 9 
** for it is exactly the ſame; een hats 
buſineis, which is Poetry, and the ſame pleaſure, _ 
which is Idleneſs. A man might indeed paſs 
his time much better, but I queſtion if any man 
could paſs it much eaſier. If you will viſit our 


ſhades this ſpring, which 1 very much deſire, you 


may perhaps inſtruct me to manage my game 

more wiſely; but at preſent I am fatisfy'd to 
trifle away my time any way, rather than let it 
ſtick by me; n e glad pr 
of thoſe goods at any rate, which wou 


Wiſe always be lying upon their hands, 


+ 


of . : 
„ 3 Fo, 

sir 
Dir, 


L 
— — #6. 
„ 
—— 


Hy 
g 


” 8 
* * * 
* 
—— —ę—— m —— a < 
— — ͤ —ͤ .X.̃ Bo ts DA 7 oro og — — — 0 — - — : \ 
rr — . ⁵˙— nas nts PH 9e 2 — 2 [ * wa 2 * 
Þ 8 ay; ow 4 — 2 — —— — — — * — 2 - p — 4 © 
: * 5 3 p ; = — ny eee # GO SES 5 2 
. Py 2 Dr 7 » 8 . * v F 
K . 0 7 F . - N 5 f 8 * * 
Log Hoes b pf 
. _ l «ab 


DP 
ms 7+ 


1 LETTERS: *o AND 
e * you will favour me ſornetings 3 
| your letters, it will be a great fatisfaQtion to me 
on ſeveral accounts; and on this in 
| thatit will ſhow me (oo my comfort) chat eren 
a wiſe man is ſometimes very idle; for ſo you 
muſt needs be when you's can eee 


> write to 


* 


ae « 
; oy dc * D £6 21 — 


LETTER W 


5; 8 RO April 27, 1708- 
Have nothing to ſay to you i ls ts 
1 but I was reſolv d to write to tell you ſo. 
Why ſhould not I content myſelf with ſo many 
great Examples of deep Divines, profound . 
Caſuiſts, grave 1 who have written; 
not letters only, but whole Tomes and vo- 
luminous Treatiſes about Nothing? Why 
ſhould a fellow like me, who all his m— 
nothing, be aſham'd to write nothing; and 

—ͤ — — 
it? But perhaps you'll ſay, the whole world 
has ſomething to do, ſomething to talk of, 
ſomething to wiſh for, ſomething to be em- 
about: But pray, Sir, caſt up the ac- 
count, put all theſe ſomethings together, and 
r I have | 
no 


5 IN 


" hoe th CROMWELL, fie. bp 


r 


ſetvice (that is nothing) to. your. friends, and 
90 A 


Y cc. ; 
a gh. — ' mm > pry 2 

4 „ 930 a y g 1 s 5 
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LETTER m. 
47 70 708; 


great men of Antiquity : Pray, tell me, 
what are all your great dead men, but ſo many 


little living letters? What a vaſt reward is here 
for all the ink waſted by Writers, and all the 
one Severus a Roman Emperor. I dare ſay 


you. never called him by any other name in your 
life: „FF 
Septimius, Severus, Pius, Pertinax, A 


ene d. Fhr ey Son past, Ns are alf 
I have to take care for; and III be ji 


eee 


% 


9 ov talk of fame and glory, and of the 


Parthicus, Adiabenicus, Arabicus, — 
and what not? What a prodigious waſte of 
—_ — eee 


dg'd by 
vou 2 could live in leſs compaſs? 
Metrics for the — Tl drown all high 


| thoughts in the Lethe of cowſlip- wine; a8 * 

Fame, Renown, Reputation, take em Critics 
Tradam  Protervis i in Mare Criticurn YO 
Rs IS a | 


If ever I ſeek for I bt „an el 1 
be damn d, for there's not ſo much 3 in a 
N t N being damn'd :- mn tr rt eee Beer 


Damnation follows death in ; albeß nen, 
er Jour damn 4 Poet n ves and urites agen. 


\ + % F * 6.4 . 


LETTER IV. 


Ws Te Nov. 1 290K 
T Have haws 0 well atisfied with the Country 
ever ſince I ſaw you; that I have not once 
thought of the Town; or enquir'd of any one in 
it beſides Mr. Wycherley and yourſelf; - And 
from him I underſtand of your journey this 
ſummer into Leiceſterſhire ; from whence 1 
gueſs you are return'd by this time, to yout 
old apartment in the widow's corner, to your 
old buſineſs of comparing Critics, and recon- 
ciling Commentators, and to your old diverſions 
of a loſing game at piquet with the ladies, and 
half a play; or a quarter of a play, at the theatre: 

where you are none of the malicious audience, 
ut 1 * of amorous ſpectators; and for the 
0 = KY, 


"+ vigour of another, which raviſhes you. 


le r lieu, e ee ; » 1 


I but retires into the el. 1 


according to the poetical, not the nan, 


Dodwell; who has done one thing worthy of 
deat memory; wrote two lines in his life 


that are not nonſenſe !] So you have the ad- 


vantage of being entertain d with all the beauty 
of the boxes, without being troubled with any 


of the dulneſs of the ſtage. ' Vou are ſo good 


a critic; that tis the greateſt happineſs of 
the modern Poets that you do not hear their 
works: and next, that you are not fo arrant a 


critic, as to damn them (like the reſt) without 


hearing. But now I talk of thoſe critics, I 


have good news to tell you concerning myſelf, 
for which I expect you ſhould congratulate with 


me: It is that, beyond all my expectations, and 


far above my demerits, I have been moſt mer- 


cifully repriev'd by the ſovereign power of Jacob 
Tonſon, from being brought forth to public 
puniſhment ; and reſpited from time to time 


from the hands of thoſe barbarous executioners 


f the Muſes, WHINE a was Juſt: now hare” 


8 His bearing, p. A | 
0 ee bythe anchr b bis om enen _ 


N 5 Es d. % 15 
ity: of one a ſenſe, which there, for the 
moſt part, could only ſerve to diſguſt you, enjoy | 


a 


8. LETTERS To M 


_ 3 
Nn 8 


the R 
doing it more to their diſadvantage, and not out 
af any ambition to ſpread their fame, by being 


executed in the face of the world, which isa 


fame but of ſhort continuance. That Poet were 

à happy man who could but obtain a grant to 

preſerve his for ninety-nine years; for thoſe 

names very rarely laſt ſo many days, which are 
_ planted either in Jacob Tonſon's, or the Ordi- 
nary of Newgate's Miſcellanies. 

| I have an hundred things to fay to you, which 


ſhall be deferr'd till I have the happineſs of 


ſeeing you in town, for the ſeaſon now draws 
on, that invites every body thither. Some of 
them I had communicated to you by letters 
before this, if I had not been uncertain where 

you paſs d your time the laſt ſeaſon ; So much 
ane weather, I doubt not, has given you all the 
pleaſure you could defire from the country, and 
Pour own thoughts the beſt company in it. 

Hut nothing could allure Mr. Wycherley to our | 

| foreſt ; be continued (as you told me long fince 
he would) an obſtinate lover of the town, in 


ite of fiienddhip and fair weather, There- | 


fore henceforward, to all thoſe confiderable 


qualities 1 know you, * of, I — 
at 


, Jos . Wadde We and am ſatisfiet 


that he promiſes nothing, but with a real deſign 


to perform it: how much ſoever his other ex- 
cellent qualities are above my imitation, his 
2 2s eg 4s not; paging erat | 
Cs W gt b. 
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* ETTER. v. 0 


ae Jah 22, eg. 
T Had Tent you the welosd a papers before this 
1 dme, but that I intended to have brought 
them myſelf, and afterwards could find no op- 
portunity of ſetiding them without ſuſpi picion of 
their miſcarrying; not that they are of the 
leaſt value, but for fear ſome body 7 be 
_ Fooliſh enough to imagine them ſo, and in 
| tive enough to diſcover thoſe faults zich 0-9 (by 
pour help) would correct. I therefore beg the 
favour of you to let them go no farther than 
your chamber, and to be very free of your re- 
marks i in the margins," not * in regard | to the 


K a by an advertiſement 
of the firſt book of Statius, e the firſt edition of it 
done when the author was | in à miſcellany publiſh'd by 
but fourteen years old, as B. Lintot, 90. Bes KN. 


Voi. VII G | 8 
Vor. VII. 2 accuracy, 


8 . LETTERS ro 4k, 
e but to the fidelity of the tranſſatien; 
which I have not had time to compare with is 
original. And I deſire vou te be che mote 
ſevere, as it is. much mare criminal for me to 
make another ſpeak nonſegſe, than to de it in 
my own. proper perſon. For your better help 


in comparing, it may be fit to tell you that this 
is not an entire verſion of the firft book. There 


0 is an omiſſion from the 168th line Jam mur- 
mura ſerpunt Plebis Agenorez to the 31 . _ 
Interea patriis olim vagus exul ab oni (between 

theſe b two Statius has a defcription of the coun- 
cil of the Gods, and a ſpeech of Jupiter; which 
contain a peculiar beauty and, majeſty, and: were 
left out for no other reaſon, but becauſe he 
conſequence of this machine appears not till the 

fecond book.) The tranflation goes on from 

thence to the words Hic vero ambobus rabiem 

Fortuna cruentgm, where, there is an odd ac- 
count of a battle at fiſty-cuffs between the two 
Princes on a very flight occaſion, and at a time 

when, one would think, the fatigue of their j Jour- 

ney, in ſo tempeſtuous 2 night, might have ren- 

der d them very unfit for ſuch a ſeuffle, This 

F had actually tranſlated, but was very ill-fatſ- 
7 fied with it, even in my own words, to which 
n an author cannot but be partial enough of con- 


e Theſe! ba ſince uaadased, a ue ee, in d 
printed verſion. * 498 


1121 5 bsc, 
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| | Hir prime 22 ebe ade 
Pr 2 
FVou will find, I doubt ndt, that Stalus was 
hone. of the diſcreteſt Poets, tho he was the 
beſt verſifier- next Virgil: In the vety begin- : 
ning he unluckily betrays his! ignorance in the _ 
kules of Poetry (which Horace had already 
taught the Romans) when he aſks his Muſe 
where to begin his Thebaid, and ſeems to doubt 
Whether it ſhould not be ab ovy Ledzo. When 
he cones to the ſcene of His Poem, and the 
prize in diſpute between the brothers, he gives 
& 8 4 very mean opinion of it——Pugna off a 
Fuupere Tegno——Mery different from the con- 
duct of his maſter Virgil, who at the entrance 
bf his pvetn informs his reader bf the greatneſs | 
df its ſubjetts. —Tante molis erat Romanam Cons 
Here gentem: [Boſſy on Epic Poetry.] There 
are innumerable little faults in him, among 
"Which I cannot but take notice of one in this 
book, where, ſpeaking of the implacable hatred 
of the brothers, he ſays, The whole world would 


: be tou ſmiall u prize to repay ſo much 1 2 
Vid „j peteretur eee kappe, 4:ts 5 
1 uterque poli, quem Sol emiſſus Ew. 85 
dude yu porta ver gens proſpectat Dera? 
Ga ms 


up - LETTER® Fe And | 
en, ede one would hink — 


Quoſque procul terras vbliquo mad tdiigit 
Avius, aut Borea gelidas, madidiue N 


ut Nori 7 5 


After all this, ent cond be ank of bet 
Heaven itſelf for ae bus whes lies 
V aſtoniſhing. | 
del ver fem f. 
ConvelRentur opes? 


Ido enn 
a fall in any antient author whatſoever. 2 
ſhould not have inſiſted ſo much bn the faults 
of this Poet, if I did not hope you would take 

the ſame freedom with, and revenge it upon 


bis Tranſlator, I ſhall be extremely glad if 


the reading this can be any amuſement to you, 
the rather becauſe I had the diſſatisfaction to 
hear you have been confin'd to your chamber 
by an illneſs, which, I fear, was as troubleſome 
a companion as I have ſometimes been in the 
ſame place; where, if ever you found any 
| pleaſure in my company, it muſt ſurely have 
deen that which moſt men take in obſerving 

the faults and follies of another; ; 4 pleaſure, 
which, you ſee, Lebe can to ive PRI. 
1 abſence. 13 A 


Wav 


uct CROMWELL, Req, uy 
It you will oblige me at your leiſure with 


P under your 


| own hand, it will be extremely grateful to me, 
for next to the pleaſure of ſeeing my friends, is 
that I take in hearing from them; and in this 
particular I am beyond all acknowledgments 


| obliged to our friend Mr. Wycherley. I know 


T need no apology to you for ſpeaking of him, 
| whoſe example as I am proud of following in 
all things, e eee 

| WT "like him, 
| Voss, be. 


verre . 

ou eg bois this des ben tow 

'& bled with a letter from me, but that 1 
deferred ir till T could ſend you either the » Rü. 
eellany, or my continuation of the verſion of 
Statius. The firſt I imagin'd you might have 
had before now, but fince the contrary has hap- 
pet's, you may de this ara? from & That 
authors in general are more ready to write non= 
| ſends than bookſellers af e publiſh it.” 'T had 


CCG 
lume of Poetical Miſcella - of Homer and Chancer were 


We WR Ge RY firſt printed, P. 
8 3 n. 
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ha what extraordinary flux SU 
upon me for three days together, in which. 
time all the verſes you ſee added, — been 
written; which 1 tell you, that you may more. 30 
freely be ſevere upon them. 'Tis a mercy. I, 
do not affault you with a number of otigi 
Sonnets and Epigrams, which our modern bards 
put forth in the ſpring- time, in as great abund- 
1 as trees do bloſſoms, 2 very. few whereof 
_ ever come to be fruit, and Pleaſe, no longer 3 
than juſt in their birth. They, make no leſs. 
* to bring their flowers of wit to the preſs, 
chan gardeners to bring their other 8 to 
the market, which if they can't get off their 5 
hands in the morning, are ſure to die before 
night. Thus the fame reaſon tliat - furniſnes 
Covent- garden with thoſe noſegays you ſo de- 
light in, ſupplies the Muſes Mercury and Bri- 
th Apolla (not to lay. Jacob's Miſcellaniss ) 
with verſes. And it is the happineſs of tis 
age, that the modern invention, of 
poems for pence a-picge, has brought the 
nabe of! arnaſſus to bear the ſame: price; 
- whereby che public-ſpicited Mr. Henry Hills 
of Black-friars has been the cauſe of great caſe 
and Ungular comfort to all the learned, who 
never over-abounding i in tranſitory coin, ſhould 
not be diſcontented (methinks) even tho' poems 
were diſtributed gratis | haut the lane like 
TY ER 25 3 | . . 


1 Le TEA e 4602, 


_ uſually eee eee 70 
mater a : "oy 
Y "Ti bene wow dvb nigh, 1 

gappho to crofs the Water in an evening to 


Spring -Sardlen, I hope yvu will have a fair op- 
8 I mean — (ax 
2 the P 41 4 


| cater ſays) -thro' the ear; 
—— verſes. 1 with you alt 


the pleaſures which the ſeaſon and the Wo" 
can afford; the-beſt company 


more to wiſh ybu than this, I do not kno 
— it be a great deal of patience to read and 
examine the verſes I ſend you: I promiſe you 
in return a great deal of deference to your judg- 
ment, and an extraordinary obedience to your 
ſentiments for the future, (to which, you know, 
I have. been ſometimes a little refractory). If 
you will pleaſe to begin where you left off laſt, 


and mark the margins, as you have done in the 


pages immediately before (which you will find 


corrected to your ſenſe ſince your laſt peruſal) 
you will extremely oblige me, and improve my - 
tranſlation. - Beſides thoſe. places which may 
_ deviate from the ſenſe of the author, it would 
be.very kind in you to obſerve any defigigncigs. | 
1 Ligtus. in 


in the diction or numbers. The! E 


| 1 8 1 would avoid as. my 
8 NR” __ which, 


| Bupyan's! 0 and other pious wc : 


and! the beſt news you tan delre a and; what . 


— 


3 
* — 
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F 
profeſs d enemy: tho, I confeſs, I could not 
GRO od de WG 


. 4 


to ho pal os bated. 
exceptions, nor that ever it had been reduced 
to meaſtions But this example of one of the 
moſt correct and beſt of their Poets has unde - 

ceived me, and confirms your. opinion very 

ſtrongly, and much more than Mr. Dryden's 

authority, who, tho he n it a aer Sens 

obſerv d Se: „ ; 
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LETTER vn. 


8 | June 10, 1 709. 
- Have recely d part of the verſion of Statius, 
J and return you my thanks for your remarks, 
which I think to be juſt, except where you cry 
out (like one in Horace's Art of Poetry) pulcbre, 
bene, rede, There 1 have ſome fears you are 
often, if not always, in the wrong. 
One of your objections, _— on one 4 
. 
Te 1 refong years foal ripe int TY 


4 a 
* 
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* 
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may be well ground in relation to its not 
E 
religua ordine ducam. But the duration of the 
Action of Statius's poem may as well be ex- 
cepted againſt, as many things befides'in him: | 
(which I wonder Boſſu b has not obſery d) for 
inſtead of confining his narration/to-ave year, it A 
is manifeſtly exceeded in the very firſt two 
books: The narration begins with Oedipus's 
prayer to the Fury to promote diſcord betwixt 
his ſons ; afterwards the Poet expreſly deſcribes 


their entering into the agreement of reigning a 


year by turns; and Polynices takes his flight 
a Thebes on his brother's refuſal” to reſign 
the throne. All this is in the firſt book; in the 
next Tydeus is ſent ambaſſador to Etcocles, and 
demands his reſignation i in theſe terms, 
Aftriferum velox jam circulus orbem 
Torfit, & amiſſe redierunt montibus umbre, 
Er quo Frater rnops, yu per pid riſes 
agit cafus. 

But Boſſu himſelf 3 is miſtaken in one parti- 
cular, nes 6 ho asf th 8 
action; ſay ing in book ii. cap. 8. that Statius 
© See the firſt book of $ta- | poets, occaſionally, for. an 
, v. 30a. example. 80 that it is no 
* a did not write a eri- wonder there ſhould be faults 
tique upon Statius, hut only and beauties in Statius which 
2 1 ann | 


7 * 


| x Be aus nn, or lo} 


90 - LETTERS 10 An 


Nen i with Europa Rape, wheres the Poet 
. whether he. ande 
. W ü RL TACO TT hut 


bet , eee, my 
iu Det gti enen primordia 
Sidonias raptus? Sue. M A eine 


but then exprſly paſs all this wb. fi 
retro fories-—and lays DOS IVES. WHT 


r. 
- limes mibi carminis *. beſt 


Ocdipode confuſe domus. . nn 
Indeed there are numberleſt particulars en 53 
hath ap wakes; which I AA 

| dublamqur fag Figs impulit b 

Ir lat, Gf omen; wi el af, un, | 
is moſt extravagantly hyperbolical : Nor did 1 
ever read a greater piece of tautology than | 

5  Vacug cum ſolus in as 

Refdiceres jus omne tuum, cungoliue: minores, 

# nuſquam. par ſtare caput, | 
: In the journey of Polynices is me bete, 
| ical - 1" 
| In medii audit duo linea campis 


N That was the ſame to - negligent oats _ 
Boſſuꝰs purpoſe; Which was not to know wiere their lobe : 
only to ſhew, that there were je& 1 8 


12 | 


in con 


Fay raiſing the Greek army 


al Gro miles one: * 
E. iv. 1 + that theſe of Mycene 
11 came not to the wat at this time, becauſe 


by the diviſions. 
« of the brothers, Atreus and Thyaites.” No 


back to the 1 


EY an. to Nativs's own LO 
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HE morning after I pre you; 4 


eee anche J 


yaw and heard from the. 


& 4 
\ * wy 


— 


inconteniencies of this life, and the 
of human affairs; when I perceived my v 5 
fide. of it. me 


"dreads 5 


SW 


92 LETTERS 10 au 
dreadful news of a fick woman preparing to 
enter it. Tis not eaſy to gueſs at my mortiſi- 
cation, but being ſo well fortify d with philo- 
ſophy, I ſtoodꝰreſign d with a ſtoical conſtancy = 
to endure the worſt of evils, a ſick woman. 
1 was indeed a little comforted to find by her 
voice and dreſs, that ſhe was young and a 
gentlewoman ; but no ſooner was her hood re- 
mov d, but I ſaw one of the fineſt faces I ever 
beheld, and, to increaſe my ſurprize, heard her 
falute me by my name. I never had more reaſon 
to accuſe nature for making me ſhort ſighted 
than now, when I could not recollect I had 
ever ſeen thoſe fair eyes which knew me {6 
well, and was utterly at a laſs, how to addreſs 


myſelf ; till with a great deal of ſimplicity and 


Innocence ſhe let me know (even before I diſ- 

| cover'd my ignorance) that ſhe was the daugh- 
ter of one in our neighbourhood, lately mar- 
yd, who having been conſulting her phyſi- 
cians in town; was returning into the country, 
we y what good air and a huſband could do 
to recover her. My father, yau muſt know, 
has ſometimes recommended the ſtudy of phy. 


| fic to me, but I never had any ambition to be a 


doctor till this inſtant. I ventur'd to preſcribe 
ſome fruit (which 1 happen'd to have in the 
coach) which being forbidden her by her doc- 
e to. In ſhort, 
| 1 tempted, 


— —— — 
the Devil than ſhe like Eve. Having the good 
 fucceſy of de beagle 
in ſpits of my BE Cn Re ita 
A which had ſo good 

effect, that in leſs than an hour ſhe grew plea- 
| fant, her colour returm d, and the was pleas'd | 
to ſay my preſcription: had wrought an imme 
diate cure: In a word, 1 had the n 
| journey imaginable. | 
Thus far (methinks) my letter has be- 


4 thing of the air of a romance, tho it be true, 


But T hope you will look on what follows as 
the preateſt of tuuths, that I think myſelf * 
tremely obliged by you in all points; eſpecially 
for your kind and honourable information and 

advice in a matter of the utmoſt concern'to me, 
which I ſhall ever acknowledge as the higheſt 
proof at once of your friendſhip, juſtice; and ſin- 
coerity. At the ſame time be affur'd, that Gentle- 


tly | age, jealouſy and loſs of me- 
mory, are ſufficient to ac- 
9 count for the inſtability of 

win his verliiction and | i sda r de rer | 


. s 
” 


ne a — 
» 


5 
* 


have been a little uneaſy ti know my incapacity 
of returning his obligations, I may now, by 


| i, that you have ſhewed me many of my faults, 


friend to me. I could be proud in revenge, 
_ to-find a few flips in your verſes, which 1 rad 
in London, and fince in the country, with mare 


„ Lr 8 b ba 5 
ee ee hated of his miſtake:; 
the hearty forgiving of wlüch is the only lind 
of return I can poſſibly make him for ſo) many 
favours: And I may derive' this pleaſure at 
leaſt from! it, that whereas I muſt | otherwiſe 


10 his frallty, exereiſe my gratitude, and 
W e e eee 


haps ever will be, ſenſible of: ©: : vi 5 


le mes, primus qui ine Abi Junht, amore 

fruit ; tle habeat fecum, feroetque Fours . 
But in one thing, 1 muſt confeſs you have | 
obliged me more than any man, which 


to which as you are the more. an imp 
enemy, by ſo much the more yon are a kind 


application and pleaſure: the thoughts are very 


juſt, and you are ſure not to let them ſuffer by 
the verſification. If yon would oblige me with - 


the truſt of any thing of yours; I ſhould” be 


_ Rat to 
| 1 one; our Poet hack EXE, 
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ning hem. I amm here fo per- 
fectiy at leiſute, that nothing would be ſo agrec- 


able an entertainment to me; but if you will not 


afford m that, da not deny me at leaſt the ſatif- 
faction of your letters as long as we ate abſent, if 
* „eee. n 
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UL er a vacant 18 1 I will Al It wah | 
Aort Ode on Solitude, which I found yeſterday 


by great accident, and which find by the date, 


was written when I was not twelve years old; 


that 12 may perceive how long I have co 
tinued in my paſſion for a rural Ae and in Fu 
fame employments c + RR tures 0 1 


Happy the man, whols with en t 


A feu paternal acres bound, bod, HY 5 
Content to breaths his native; air 8 at: you ; 
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© Whoſe flocks ſupply him with. Attire, 
Whoſe trees in 1 . him ſhade, * 

1. winter, tire: 
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Thus let me live, unſeen, unknown, 


rent-charge; but tho the one be but too little 


have been inform'd of late, how much I. „ 
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id ſleep by night; ſtudy and eaſe, ' die 


4 Fan e ſweet recreation, #1 | 
And innocence which matt doc pleaſe, 


With mediaion. 


Thus unlamented let me die 


Steal from the world, and not a ſtone 


Tell where I lie. 
| 4 W ot: = 5 1 2 : — 
L 1: 1 * 1 * IK. 
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#2 eee tb Wikio pas here 
of you, my letters would be as bad as a 


— 4 


for your good-nature, the other would be too 
much for your quiet, which is one bleſſing 


good- nature ſhould indiſpenſably receive from 
mankind, in return for thoſe many it gives. I 


indebted to that quality of yours, in ſpeaking 
well of me in my abſence; the only thing by 
which you prove yourſelf no wit nor critic- 
cho indeed I have often thought, that a friend 
will ſhow juſt as much indulgence (and no 


more) to my faults when I am abſent, as he 


does ſeverity'to em when I am preſent, To be 
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1 — Aue San at 
* where I receiv'd ſo much civility at firſt, I could: ; 
2 hardly- have expected ſo much fincerity after- | 
wards. But now I have only to wiſh; that the 
laſt were but equal to the firſt; and tllat as you 
have omitted nothing to oblige hs, fo | 5 55 
would oinit nothing to improve me. | 
I caus d. an acquaintance of mine to eee 
twice of your welfare, by whom 1 have been 
inter d, that you have left your ſpeculative 
_ angle in the Widow's Coffee-houſe, and bid- 
ing adieu for ſome time to all the Rehearſals, 
Reviews, Gazettes, &. have march'd off into 
Lincolnſhire. Thus I fad you vary your” life 
in the ſcene at leaſt; tho not in the action; | 
for tho life for the moſt part, like an old play, 
be ſtill the ſame, yet now and then a new ſeene 
F would not have my life a very regular play; 
let it be a good merry farce; a G=d's name, 
and-a fig for the critical unities! For the gene- 
rality of men, a true modern Aife is like a true 
modern play, neither tragedy, comedy, nor 
farce, nor one nor all of theſe; every actor is 
much better known by his having the ſame face; 
than by keeping the ſame character: for we. 
_— our” minds as olten as TR their 
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parts, 1 he who was yeſterday. Oxſar, is to 

day Sir John Daw. 80 that one might alk 
che ſame queſtion of a modern life, that Rich did 
of a modern play; Pray do me the favour, 
« Sir, to inform me; is this your. Nen or 
«, our Comedy? ——_— 

Nitto dwelt the logs watching. becauſe.) 
| ee myſelf it might be uſeful, at a tine 
hen we have no theatre, to divert qurſelves at 
this great one. Here is a. glorious ſtanding 
comedy of Fools, at which every man is heartily 
merry, and thinks himſelf an unconcern d 

ſpectator. This (to our ſingular comfort) nei- 
ther my Lord eee nor the — — 


of x nr abou: its: — 
avenues, appears no leſs moving than that of 
the Trojan dames lamenting over their ruin d 
Ilium ! What can they hope, diſpoſſeſs d of 
their ancient ſeats, but to ſerve as captives to 
- the inſulting, victors of the Hay- market? The 
afflicted. ſubjects of France da not in our Poſt- | 
man, ſo grievouſly deplore the obſtinacy of their 
arbitrary monarch, as theſe periſhing people of 
y the obdurate heart of that Pharaoh, ich, 


2 What follows to the end of this Letter is onined in 
the Author's own Edit. 6 4 
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Who, like him, diſdains all propoſals of peace 
and dotdimitiodation. Several bels have been 
ſecretly affixed to the great gates of his imperial 
palace in Bridpes-ſtreet; and a memorial, repre- 
| ſenting the diſt efſes of theſe perſons, has been 
accidentally dropt (as we are credibly informed 
by a wires 577 quality) out of his firſt miniſter 
the chief box-keeper's pocket, at a late con- 
ferenee of the faid perſon of quality, and others, 


on the part of the Confederates, and his The- 


Fi Majeſty on his own part.” Of this you 


may expect a copy as foon as it ſhall be tranſ- 


mitted to us from a good hand. As for the 
late Congreſs, it is here reported, that it has 


confirmation; yet we cannot but hope the 
coneurring © prayers and tears of fo many 
wretched ler NE; apnea f this I 
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not deen wholly incffeQuat ; but chis wants 


8 May ae 1 am more obliged to you 
I this ſummer than to any of my acquaint- 
ance, for had it not been 1 . tae ks 

benen you ſent me, Thad bat puteaty wig : 
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moe (fince I know you honour! him ſo much, 
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pd? meorum, obliuiſcendus & illis. The only 
companions I had were thoſe Muſes, of whom ; 
Tully fays, Adoleſcentiam alunt, ſenetfutem . 
lettant, ſecundas res or nant, adverfis per fugium 
ac folatium præbent, delectant domi, non impe- 
diunt foris, pernoctant nobiſcum,  peregrinantur, 
rufticantur : which indeed is as much as ever 
I expected from them: For the Muſes, if you 
take them as companions, are very. pleaſant 
and agreeable, but whoever would be forced to 
live or depend upon em, would find himſelf 
in a very bad condition. That Quiet which 
Cowley calls the Companion of Obſcurity, was 
not wanting to me, upleſs it was interrupted by 
thoſe fears you ſo juſtly gueſs I had for our 
friend's welfare. Tis extremely kind in you | 
to tell me the news you heard of him, and you | 
have deliver'd me from more anxiety than he 
imagines me capable of on his account, as I 
am convinced by his long filence. However, 
the love of ſome things rewards itfelf, as of 
virtue, and of Mr: Wycherley. I am ſurpriz'd at 
the danger you tell me he has heen in, and muſt 
agree with you, that our nation would have loſt 
in · him; as much wit and probity, as would 
have remain d (for ought I know) in the reſt uf 
it. My concern for his friendſhip will excuſe ' 


and fince you Jager JIov him Wee en 0 
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_if T vent a part of my uneaſineſs to you, and tell 
you, that there has not been wanting one, to 


inſinuate malicious untruths of me to Mr. 


Wycherley, which, I fear, may | have had ſome ; 
effect upon him. If ſo, he will have a greater 
puniſhment for his credulity than I could wiſh | 
him, in that fellow's acquaintance. The loſs 
of a faithful creature is fomething, tho of 
ever ſo contemptible a one; and if I were to 
change my dog for ſuch a man as the aforeſaid, 
I ſhould think my dog undervalued; (who 
follows me about as conſtantly here in the 
country, as I was usd to do Mr. Wycherley 
* the town.) 3 
- Now I talk of my oa that I may not treat 
of 2 worſe ſubject, which my ſpleen tempts me 
to,-I will give you ſome account of him ; : 
thing not wholly unprecedented, fince Man. | 
taigne (to whom I am but a dog in compa- 
riſon) has done the fame thing of his cat. Dic 
mibi quid melius defidinſus agam? You. are to 
6: know then, that as tis likeneſs begets affection, 
ſo my favourite dog is a little one, a lean one, 
and none of the fineſt ſhap d. He is not much 
a ſpaniel in his fawning, but has (what might 
be worth any man's while to imitate him in) a 
dumb ſurly fort of kindneſs, that rather ſhows 
itſelf when he thinks me ill-us'd by others, 
than when we walk quietly and peaceably by 
Tx _ Qur= 
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| * I it bo-the iet penn of 
ſhip to comply with a friend's motions and incli- 
nations, he poſſeſſes this in an eminent degree; | 
he lies down when I fit, and walks when 1 
walk, which is more than many good, friends 
can pretend to, witneſs our walk a year ago in 
St. James's Park. Hiſtories are more full of | 
examples of the fidelity of dogs than of friends, 
but I will not inſiſt upon many of them, 
becauſe it is poſſible ſome may he almoſt as 
fabulous, as thoſe of Pylades and Oreſtes, 
&c. I will only ſay for the honour of dogs, 
that the two moſt ancient and 1 oh 
books, ſacred and prophane, extant (viz, the 
Scripture and Homer) have ſhewn | a parti- | 
cular regard to theſe animals. That of Toby 
is the more remarkable, becauſe. there ſeem d 
no manner of reaſon to. take notice of the 
dog, beſides the great humanity of the author, 
Homer's account of Ulyſſes's dog Argus 1s 
the moſt pathetic imaginable, all the circum- 
ſtances conſider d, and an excellent proof of 
the old bard's. good- nature.  Ulyſles had left 
him at Ithaca When he bake. for Troy, ; 
and found him at his return aſter twenty 
| years (which by the way is not unnatural, 2 
as ſome critics have faid, ſince I remember 
the dam of my dog was twenty-two; years 
old when ſhe dy'd;. May the omen of 


. | | longevity 
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Long kept . | 

Arriv d at 5 poor, old, diſguis d, alone, 

Jo all his friends, and even his Queen unknown; 
Chang d as he was, with age, and toils, and cares, 

Furrow d his reverend face, and white his hairs, 

In his own palace forc'd to aſk his bread, | 

Scorn d by thoſe flayes his former bounty fed, 

Forgot of all his own domeſtic crew; _ _ 

I ̃ he faithful dog alone his rightful maſter Knew! 

© Unfed, unhous' 5 neglected, on the cla, 

Like an old ſervant now caſhier d, he lay; 

Touch d with reſentment of ungrateful man, 

And longing to behold his ancient Lord again. 

Him when he ſaw--he roſe, and crawl'd to meet, 
(Twas all he cou'd) and fawn 9, and kiſs'd his | 

Ap SP et 
Seis d with dumb je 2.2 Alling by his ſide, 


| .Onp d his 0 1550 lock d up, and dy" d! 


Plutarch relating how the Athenians were 

oblig d to abandon Athens in the time of The- 
miſtocles, ſteps back again out of the way of 
his hiſtory, purely to deſeribe the lamentable 
cries and howlings of the poor dogs they left 
| behind. He panes mention of o one c that follow 4 
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" bis taſter e 2 5 the We to Selam, where . 
dy'd, and was honour'd with Ab : 
Athenians, who gave the name of the Dogs 


Grave to that part of the Iland where he wass 


buried, This reſpect to a dog in the moſt 
polite people in the world, is very obſervable. 
A modern inſtance of gratitude to a dog (tho 
we haye few ſuch) is that the chief order of 
Denmark (now ihjuriouſly called the order of 
the Elephant) was inſtituted in memory of the 
fidelity of a dog, named Wild-brat, to one of 
their Kings w who had been delerted by his 
ſubjects; he gave his Order this motto, or to 
This effect (which ſtill remains) Mil- brat was 
faithful, Sir William Trumbull has told me a 
ſtorya which he heard from one that was preſent; 
King Charles I. being with ſome of his court 
during his troubles, a diſcourſe aroſe what ſort of 
| deſery'd pre-eminence, and it being on all 
hands agreed to belong either to the ſpaniel or 
grey-hound, the king gave his opinion on the 
| par of the greyhound, . becauſe” (ſaid he) it 
has all the good-nature of the other, without 
fawning. A good piece of fatire upon his 
courtiers, with © ich I will conclude my diſ- 
courſe 95 dogs. Call me a Cynic, or what vou 
Pleaſe in reyenge for all this impertinence, 1 
will be. contented ; provided you "AF 92 | 
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me; when I ſay a bold word for 4 
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Had written to " hatch but that I made 
ſome ſcruple of ſending prophane things to 
you in Holy Week. Beſides, our family would 
have been ſcandaliz d to ſee me write, who take 
it for for granted I write nothing but ungodly 
vetſes. I aſſure you I am look dd upon in the 
"neighbourhood for a very well diſpos d perſon, 
no great Hunter indeed, but a great admirer of 
the noble ſport, and only unhappy in my want 9 
of conſtitution for that, and Drinking. They | 
all fay tis pity I am ſo fickly, and 1 think tis 
pity they are ſo healthy. But I ſay nothing that 
may deſtroy their good opinion of me : T have 
not quoted one Latin Author ſince I came down, 
but have learn'd without book a ſong of Mr. 
Thomas -Durfey's, who is your only Poet of 
tolerable reputation in this country. He makes 
all the merriment in our entertainments, and but 
for him, there would be ſo miſerable a dearth. 
wn * n eee 
n a 
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Nes me upon making ſome fot em. Any 
man, of any quality, is heartily welcome to the 
beſt toping table of our gentry, who can roar 
out ſame: Rhapſodies of his works; ſo that in 
the ſame manner as it was ſaid of Homer to his 
detra ors, What? dares any man ſpeak againſt 
him who has given ſo many men to eat? 
(meaning the Rhapſodiſts who liv'd by 
ing his verſes) thus may it be ſaid of Mr. Dur- 
fey to his detractors; Dares any one deſpiſe him 
who has made ſo many men drink? Alas, Sir! 
this is a glory which neither you. nor I muſt 
eyer pretend to. Neither you with your Ovid, 
nor I with my Statius, can amuſe a board of 
juſtices. and extraordinary ſquires, or; gain one 
hum of approbation, 3 dmi 
_ Theſe Things (they would ſay) are too. "= 
| dious, they may do well enough with ſuch as 
love reading, but give us your ancient Poet 
Mr. Durfey l Tis mortifying enough, it muſt be 
confeſs d; but, however, let us proceed in the 
way that nature has directed us —Aulti multa 
ſciunt, fed nemo omnia, as is ſaid in the alma- 
nack. Let us communicate our works for our 
mutual comfort: ſend me elegies, and you 
ſhall. not want heroics. At preſent, 1. have 
only theſe arguments in K. to the Thebaid, 
which you. claim by promiſe, as I do your _ 
Tranſlation of Pars me Suinm ww" the. 
4 TE Wo 
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1 Rings thinks ___ for . youll 


dt "= ! My 10, 1710, 
Fla dot 0 — to expreſs my 


acknowledg 


nents to you for ſo much good- 


natute and friendſhip as you lately ſhow'd me; 


e ee, _ to my own: ber- 


think: dees info@t ode unschet and that 
your converſation with him has made him as 


obliging to me as yourſelf. I can aſſure you, 
he has a ſincere teſpect for you, and this, 1 
| believe, he has partly contrafted from me, who 
am too full of you not to overflow upon thoſe 
keene with. But L muft now be contented 
chat is to ſay dhe dul wit obſcure, every way 
obſcure, in their intellects as well as their per- 
ſons: or elſe have recourſe to the living dead, 
the old authots with whom you are ſo well 
acquainted, even from Virgił down to Aulus 
rr any 
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| i to Articus. Who. would have imagin d, 
that he, who had eſcap d all the misfortunes 
of his time, unhurt even by the proſcriptions of 
_ Antony and Auguſtus, ſhould in theſe days 
find an enemy more ſevere and barbarous than 
thoſe tytants? and that enemy the gentleſt too, 
the beſt-naturid of mortals,, Mr. Cromwell, 
whom I muſt in this compare once more to 
Auguſtus ; who ſeem d not more unlike him- 
ſelf in the ſeverity of one part of his life and 
the clemency of the other, than you. I leave 
you to reflect on this, and hope that time 
(which mollifies rocks, and of ſtiff things makes 
limber) will tum, a reſolute. critic to a gentle 
reader; and inſtead of this poſitive, tremen- 
dous new-faſhioned Mr, Cromwell, reftore unto 
us our old acquaintance, the ſoft, ME 
and. courteous Mr. Cromwell. * 

I expect much, towards the civilizing of you 
in your critical capacity, from the innocent air 
and tranquillity of our Foreſt, when you do 
me the favour to viſit it. In the mean time, 
it would do well by way of preparative, if you 
would duly and conſtantly every morning read 
over a paſtoral of Theocritus or Virgil; and 
let the * Iabella put your, Macrobius and 

| Aulus 
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Aulus Gellius ſomewhete out of; ur. ay, for 
a month or ſo. Who knows but travelling 
and long airing in an open field, may contribute 
more ſucceſsfully to the cooling a critics ſeve- 
rity, than it did to the aſſuaging of Mo. 
Cheek's anger of old? In theſe fields, you will 
be ſecure of finding no enemy, but the moſt 
er and ene your ae Ker: 
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FTE R 1 had recover d from a dangerous | 
P (illneſs, which was firſt contracted. in 
' town about a fortnight after my coming hither, 
I troubled you with a letter, and a paper inclos d 
which you had been ſo obliging as to deſire 2 

fight of when laſt I ſaw you, promiſing mie in 
return ſome tranſlations. of yours from Ovid. 
Since when I have not had a ſyllable from your- 
hands, fo that tis to be fear d that tho I have 
eſcap'd death, I have not oblivion. _ I ſhould at 
leaſt have expected you to haye finiſh d that 
elegy upon me, which you told r me, you was 
upon the point of beginning when. 4 — ſick 
in London; if you will but do ſo much , for me 


* Velten ba Silence, in il * ter's poem on Nothing; done 
, the Earl * * fourteen years eld N. 


frſt, | 
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| Giſt; 1 cin give you leave to ſorget mo aſter- 
wards; and for my own part will Ale r dire. 
tion, 1 Wem Due n s 
own — if 1 n de mene . op 
Monſieur de la Fontaine's would fit me to a 
hair, but it is a kind of ſacrilege (do you think 
tit is not ?) to ſteal epitaphs. In my preſent, living 
dead condition, nothing would be properer _ 
than Oblituſque meorum, obliviſcendus & illis, 
but that unluckily I can't forget my friends, and 
the civilities I receiv'd from yourſelf, and ſome 
others. They ſay indeed tis one quality of 
generous minds to forget the obligations they 
have conferr'd, and perhaps too it may be ſo to 
forget thoſe on whom they conferr d em: Then 
indeed J muſt be forgotten to all intents and 
purpoſes! I am, it muſt be own'd, dead in 4 
natural capacity, according to Mr. Bickerſtaff; 
dead in a poetical capacity, as a damn d author; 
and dead in a civil capacity, as a uſeleſs member 
of the Commonwealth. But reflect, dear Sir, 
what melancholy effects may enſue, if dead 
men are not civil to one another ! If he who 


has nothing to do himſelf will not comfort and . 


ſupport another in his idleneſs: If thoſe Who | 
are to die themſelves, will not now and then 
pay the charity of viſiting a tomb and a dead 


OY and ſtrowing 2. 
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In the ſhades where I am, the Inhabitants have. 
| mpaſſior for each other; being all 
1 alike bangt ee-ſaunter to one 2 habi- 


cation: 0 ina TON 
you may not ſometimes diſdain--defpere in loco, 
Tho you are no Papiſt, and have not ſo much 
regard to the dead as to addreſs yourſelf to them 

(which I plainly perceive by your ſilence) yet 1 
hope you are not one of thoſe beterodox, who 
bold them to be totally inſenſible of the good 
offices and kind wiſhes of their living friends, 
and to be in a dull ſtate of fleep without one 
dream of thoſe they left behind them. If yo 
are, let this letter convince you to the contrary, 
which aſſures you, I am till, me in a flaw of 
| _—_— F 7, e 


. 8. This letter of deaths, e 
| ef Mr. Betterton s; over whom I would 
have this ſentence of ' Tully far an epitaph, 
E 


1 capacity. 
ne ben i ae hake, wg . 
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| 1 8 55 June 24, abou M 
18 very ndtural firs young friend, and 
1 ga young lover, to think the perſons they 
love have nothing to do but to pleaſe: them 
when perhaps they, for their parts, had twenty 
other engagements before. This was my caſe 
when I wonder'd I did not hear from you; 
but I no ſooner receiv d your ſhort Letter, but I 
forgot your long ſilence: and ſo many fine things 
as you ſaid of me could not but have wrought 
a cure on my own ſickneſs, if it had not been 
of the nature of that which is deaf to the voice 
of the charmer. "Twas impoſſible you could 


| have better tim'd your compliment on my phi- 
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EA Poe to, 


loſophy; it was certainly. propereſt to commend 
me for it juſt when I moſt needed it, and when 


I could be leaſt proud of i it; that is, when I was 
in pain. Tis not eaſy to expreſs what an exalt- | 
ation it gave to my ſpirits, above all the cor- 
_ dials of my doctor; and tis no compliment to 
tell you, that your compliments were ſweeter 
than the ſweeteſt of his juleps and TE But 
if you will not believe ſo much, 2 
Pour le moins, votre c 1 
Ma ſoulage dans ce — 
Et des qu on me I eff venu fairs 
F ai chaſſe mon apoticaire, _ 
Et ws mon lavement. 


N $ + 0 


Never 


FROM H:CROMWELL, Vie uh | 


| Neverthilefs. I would not have you entirely” 
'% aſide the thoughts of my epitaph, any more 
/ than I do thoſe of the probability of my be- 
: coming (ere long) the ſubje& of one. For 
death has of late beeri very familiar with ſome 
of | my ſze i, 1: am told my Lord Lumley and 
Mr. Litton are gone before me; and tho 1 
may y now, without yanity, eſteem myſelf the 
leaſt thing | like a man in England, yet I can't 
but Be ſorry, two heroes of ſuch a make ſhould 
die inglorious i in their beds; when it had been 
4 fate more worthy our ſize, had they met with | 
theirs from an irruption of cranes, or other 
warlike animals, thoſe ancierit enemies to our 
pygmzan aticeſtors! You of a ſuperior ſpecies 
little regard what befals us homunciones ſe Fee. 
Pedales; ho wever, you have no redſon to be. fo 
unconcern d, ſince all phyſicians agree there i is 
no greater ſign of a plague among men, than a 
mortality among frogs. I was the other oe. : 
in company with a lady, who rally'd my | 
Ton ſo much, as to cauſe a total fubreciion 1 70 ' 
my couhtenance : {ome days after; to be re- 
venged on her, I preſented her, among other 
Eompany, the following Rondeau on that o. 
a cahon; which 1 defire you to ſhow 5 


1 5 u dyow where gp did deſpiſe 
( Votber day ) my little eyes, . 


ver vu. e 0 EOF 


1 355 4nd fon things of ite fue, * 
You know 


14 -LE T TERS 1 * 5 


ls 20 Bi gu have fin Black 9 NE . 
Taper begs, and fenptiag . 
hy Yet what more than all we prize 
| e San: cn" 
| : "Hine trons r 


— call's the Rendega i 
eee | 


l verily believe, it was not in uſe with the Greeks 
ot Romans, neither Macrobius nor Hyginus 


taking the leaſt notice of it, "Tis to be ob- 


ſerv d, that the vulgar ſpelling and pronouncing 


it Round O, is a manifeſt corruption, and by 
no means to be allow'd of by critics. Some 


may miſtakenly imagine that it was 4 fort of 


Rondeau which the Gallic ſoldiers ſung in 
Czfar's triumph over Gaul Gallias Cæſar fub- 


egit, &c. as it is recorded by. Suetonius in Ju- 
ld, and fo derive its original from the ancient 


Gauls to the modern French: but this is erro 
neous ; the words there not being ranged ac- 
cording to the Laws of the Rondeauy. as laid 


down by Clement Marot. If you will ſay, 
. that the ſong of the ſoldiers might be only the 


rude beginning of this kind of poem, and fo 
OE — either — nor 1 


ROH. oll. ie, wn 
en be of that opinion ; and ſo I conclude, that 
we know nothing of the matter. 5 
But, Sir, I aſk your pardon for all this buf. 
foonery, 'which I could not addreſs to any one 
ſo well as to you, ſince I have found by experi- 
ence, you moſt eaſily forgive my impertinencies. 
Tis only to ſhow you that I am mindful of you 
at all times, that T write at all times; and as 
nothing I can ſay can be worth your reading, 


ſo II may as well throw out NINE | 


| aps ate TRE 


LETTER OY 
From Mr. Cromwell, wy 3 


5 July 15, 1710. x 
A That I le gs over a lazy humour 
1 to tranſeribe this elegy : 1 have changed 
the ſituation of ſome of the Latin verſes, anfl 
made ſome interpolations, but I hope they a 
not abſurd, and foreign to my author's ſenſe 
and manner: but they are refer d to your cen- 
ſure, as a debt; whom I eſteem no leſb a cri- 
tic than a poet: I expect to be treated with the : 
fame rigour as I have pw *. N | 
and vou. N 


Hue e gane anale, vici n. . 
1 DP me 
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Priart, in his ſpeech to Pyrrbus! in Be 


6 BETTERS To. Au 
"I Aae the favour of your opinion | ihr 


ey 


Eneid, ſays this to Bea. LY 1 a 


* 
* 3 x 
, j a : 4 45 4# TY th : 
* 4 


A mon ile, haun, quo te e Achilles: 


"wy would intimate (1 fancy by Pyrrhus' $ 
anſwer) only his degeneracy : but then theſe 
Following lines of the verſion. (I ſup poſe from 


Homer's hiſtory) ſeem abſurd i in the 'moub FX 


Priam, viz. 


eee ant or ne of gl 
© Te bloodleſs m_ of my 88 


p X 1 


'L ETT E K IL 


* July 20, my 
Give you PRO: for de verſion 5 you ſent ne 
of Ovid's elegy. It. is very much an image 
of that author's writing, who has an agreeable- 
neſs that charms us without correctneſs, like a 
miſtreſs, whoſe faults we ſee, but love her with - 
them all. You have very judiciouſly alter d his 
method in ſome places, and I can find nothing 


which I dare infiſt upon as an error: what 1 
have written in che es being merely 


BO 


ae CKOMWE ELL, TR T1 * 
_ "'gueſſes at a little improvement, rather than 
_  -eriticiſms: L affure' you I do not expect you 
ſſmould ſubſcribe to my private notions but 
when you ſhall judge them Wc reaſon 
and good ſenſe . What 1 have done is not as a 
critic, but as a friend; I know too well how 
many qualities are requiſite to make the one, 
and chat 1 want almoſt all 1 can reckon uß; 
but I am ſure I do not want inclination, nor, I 
hope, capacity, to be the other. Nor ſhall T 
take it at all amifs, that another difſents from 
m opinion: ie nd more than I have ten 
done from my on; and indeed, the more a 
man adyances i in underſtanding, he becomes the 
more eyety day a critic upon himſelf, and finds 
| e or other ſtill to blame in his former 
notions and opinions. I could be glad to know 
if you have tranſlated the 11th elegy of lib. ii. 
Ad amicun navigantem. The 8th of book in, 
or che nich of book iii, which are above all 


Re my e fivouries, 0 ecially 23 
* to the FLY ws 1728 you, "aſk n my opi- 
nion in the ſecond Pneid, it is either fo plain 
as to require no ſolution ; or elſe (which is very 
. probable) you ſee farther into it than I can. 
Priam would ſay, that Achilles Ons. 
E ſurely you only feign to be your father, ſince 


your actions are ſo different from his) did 
8 n KY 
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Fr at me th of winhun mane COINS . 


1 e r ene — 


tween then.” deed My Drivens mention- 
ing here ons Fog Wore 4 71 


ſilence, the. ci 
per; it in ſome ME Te IT, 


of Achilles's generoſity and piety, which is the 


very point of which Priam endeavours in this 
place to convince his ſon, and to reproach | him 


With the want of. But the truth of this cir- 
cumſtance is no way to be q 


ueſtion d, being 
expreſly taken from Homer, who. repreſents : 


| Achilles weeping for Priam, : yet receiving the 
£5 Iliad xxiv. For when be gives the body, 


he uſes theſe words, O my friend Patro- 


4 clus! forgive me that I quit the corple of . 


« hita who kill'd thee ; I Ky great gifts in 


> 


« funeral.) 5 


ranſom for it, Which 1 will beſtow upon il 
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Ces. 


4 was agreeably ſurpriz d to Twp in the Ron- 
+ deau of Pour I moins — your Ap 
Lavemant, which I took for your own; for muck 
your Muſe of intelligence with the wits of al | 
| languages. You have refin'd upon Voiture, 
whoſe Oz vous favez is much inferior to your. 
You hnow where— You do not only pay your 
i (as our friend ſays) but 
the whole teckoning; who can $5 Ws OY g 
lines from ſo trivial a hint. | 
For my b Elegy tis confeſs d, that the os 
pography of Sulmo in the Latin makes but an 
awkward figure in the verſion. Your couplet 
of the dop-ftar is very fine, but may be tog 
ſublime in this Place. I laugh'd heartily. at 
ur note upon iſe ; for to make Ovid alk. 
of the garden of Edeb, i is certainly moſt abſurds. 
but Xenophofi in his Oeconomics, ſpeaking of 
a garden finely planted and watered (as is here. 
deſcribed) calls it Paradiſos: Tis an, interpola- 
tion indeed, and ſerves for a gradation to the. 
* In Voltaren Poems, P. 
2 e eee 6.6.94, Part tn Sn, Be, 7. 


Joy, —— determine; Biit the poets 
make them ſenſitive, lovers, nen . 

married. Virgil in his Georgics, lib. ii. Horace 
Ode xv. lib. li. Platanus cælebs evincet 
Epod ii. Ergo aut adlulta vitium propagine 4 

 maritat popules.' © Your critique is a very Dolee: 
piccante ; for after the many faults you juſtly 
find, you ſmooth yolir rigour : but an'obliging 
King is 6wing (you think) to one who ſo much. 
eſteerns and admires e ſhall ever be 

a en ene ee | * Your, Vc... 


#4 + 112 


2 44 — 3 55 


LETTER XVII. 


N "fog 


A s + a 
4 1 > 8 1 7 
* * 

6 * "WE 3 1 FS 7 FR, 2 1 * 1 4 

2 88 2 hagen TR? > *- — cx 2 L Ie" "ES" * 

. 7 os gy . * ** I IP * t 
a 7 } 4 2 ” * 
7 


c 4 15 ie. 
OUR, Letters are a perfect charity to a 
man in retirement, utterly forgotten of all 
his friends but you ; for fince Mr. Wycperley 
left London, 1 Ban net t heard à word from 
him; tho j uſt before, and once fince, I writ to 
kim, and cho 1 know myſelf guilty of no of- 
fente but of doing fincerely juſt what he bid 
me He mib . Ebertas, bac pia lingua dedit. '_ 
But the greatelt | ; injury i be does me Is the keep- 


* Correfting bis verſes. Sec following $40 of Mr. Wy- 
J . 2865 . * e ol Me. wy. P. 


n 152” 
* *. 4 >} 4 4 Pr. bs 5 
4 ; 3 p Y 


= : 

Ui 
ow | 
Lhe 1 
4 
_ 
_ 

”2 
bl 
i 

i - 

j 4 
14. f | 
i ] 

4 
4 
1 

þ F 
| ; 
:B 
_ 7 
i} ; 
it 4 

? 3 


v3 


928 0 „ w + $/ a3 PR — by — 4 1 hab 6 * ++ l 
4 F * ; 2 x * 8 122 
Per 
n N rng 
_ 2 3 „ e 8 . 2 X 3 p< 2 - r, 


4 . a why RNC. 
0 — in which I take no pleaſure; I know 
very well that in Greek ; tis not only us d by 
Kenophon, but is a common word for any gar- 
den; but in Engliſh, it bears the fignification 
and conveys the Idea of Eden, which alone is 
; (T think) a reaſon againſt making Ovid uſe it; 
who will be thought to talk too much like a 
Chriſtian in your: verſion at leaſt, whatever-it 
might have been in Latin or Greek. As for 
all the reſt of my remarks, ſince you do not 
laugh at them as at this, I can be ſo civil as not 
to lay any ſtreſs upon them (as, I think; I told 
you before) and in particular in the point of frees 
Wan vou have, rr ag rm wy 
hue — ll b rep gl eee 
tranſlation of the elegy, Ad amicam nauiga 
1 ——— a-comipli- 
ment to you) every thing you write, either in 
verſe or proſe, is welcome to me; and you may 
be confident, (if my opinion can be 1 15 ſort 
e ung). that Iwill never 
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— ich (as was great imirr of, 


ule ar hoy: in but er in 
1 ar own ccin, from whom I have experien need 
ſo much af it; and 1 need not tell you how: | 
much I really eſteem you, when J — 


thing in the world ſo much as that qu 


; know, you ſometimes ern brit Hirge w ibe m 
your epiſtolary ſtyle; but thoſe I am to make 


allowance for, as particularly when you talk of 
admiring; tis a word you are {d us d to in con- 
verſation of Ladies, that it will creep into your = 
diſcourſe, in ſpite of you, even to your friends. 


But as women, when they think themſelves 
ſecure of admiration; conitir a thouſand negli- 


which ſhow them ſo much at diſad- 
vantage and off their guard, as to loſe the little 
real love they had before: ſo when men ima - 
eee argu eſteem eee abi 


Waller) were intended in imitation of his man- 


ner z and are, perhaps, ſuch imitations, as thoſe, 


eee 
you, 


* 
f * 


E (who differ . 


Mr. Wycherley calls it) to tob the country, anti 
e 97 eee — 1 
* bay 4p epi ies * — 5 
- the beſt cure in — ambition, and | 
the world or fortune: 
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mains indifferent! for the future, 8 he 
Lan but be cafy, by intervals, for the preſent. 
| He will be content to compound for his quiet 


only, and leave all the circumſtantial» part and 


pomp of life to thoſe, who have a health vigo- 
rous enough to enjoy all the miſtreſſes of their 
deſires. I thank God, there is nothing out of 
myſelf which I would be at the trouble of 
den except 4 friend; 2 happineſs J orice 

op'd to have poſſeſs d in Mr. Wycherley; but 
Eee 1llb I have for ſume 
years been employd much like children that 
bulld houſes with cards, endeavouring very 
buſily and eagerly to raiſe a friendſhip, which 
dhe firſt breath of any ill-natur'd by-ſtander 
could puff away. Bot I will trauble you no 
farther with waiting, nor myſelf 5 with RG 
00 this Tubject. © 


14: was mightily pleas ta. perceive: bor by your © 
on from Voiture, that you had track d 


. — Yau: {ee tis with weak 


heads as with weak ſtomachs, they immedictely 
throw out what they receiv d laſt; and what 
they read floats upon the ſurface of the; nd. 

Bite oil upon water, without inc — 
This, I think, however, can't be ſaid: of the 
love - verſes I laſt troubled you with, Where a 
I am afraid) is ſo puerile and ſo like the 
any E 
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freely, and it will fave me 4 labour; if 70% 
6 think | the contrary, you would particularly ) 
dblige me by Jour Temarks on the ſeveral 


me Ovid's elegy 
| Ovid been as lon; 


5 | - 


one CROMWELL; N. why, 


| be borrow'd.. Vet you (as a friend, entertaining 
a better opinion of them) it ſeems, ſearch'd in 
/ Waller, but ſearch d in vain. . Your Judgment 


f them is (I think) very right, — for it was my 


own opinion before. If you think em hot 


worth the trouble of correcling, pray tell me io | 


thoughts as they occhr. I long to be nibling at 
eur verſes, 410 have not re who promis d 
Ad amicam navigantem. . Had 
8 compoſing it, as you in ſend- 
ing it, the lady might have ſail d to Gades, and 
recèiv d it at her return. I have really a great 
itch of criticiſm upon me, but want matter here 


* the . which I deſire you to n 
; d 


o you in the town, 


T9 Sie ſer vat fludii fadkra quiſque . 
I am obliged to Mr. Caryl (whom, _ 


me, you met at Epſom) for telling you truth, 
as a man is in theſe days to any one that will 
tell truth to his advantage; and I think none js 
more to mine, than what he told you, and ] 


ſhould be glad to tell all the world, n 
an extreme affection and eſteem for you. + 


Tecum etenim longos m memini conſumere foles, | | 


* ; 3 * !, 
0 4 tan 
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By ches Ehals, a8 I rake it, Pertus neant- 
che Portugal nuff and burnt Claret, which he 
took with his maſter Cornutus z and the vertk 
cunda menſt was, without diſpute, ſome coffee- 
houſe table of the ancients. will only obs 
jv, tar he or ines ws cut 
muſical as any in Perſius, not ex | 
fix or ſeven which Mr. ae No Rag tg | 
only ſuch in all that author. I could be hear 


tily glad to repeat the AO deſcribed in 


__ being truly. „„ 
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LETTER „ 


_ 28. —.— 


write to me wich . E Us $5IRK; 
ſetting down your thoughts as they occur, and 
dealing plainly with me in the matter of my 
own'trifles, which, I affare you, I never valued 
half much as I do that fincerity in you which 
they were the occaſion of diſrovering to me; and 
which while IJ am happy in, I may be truſted 

W weapon, „ ſince I 
. ſhall 


- 


0 "nb choMNLs, be A 
mall do nothing with it but aſter aſking and 
following your advice. - I value ſincetity tho. 
more, bee e eee 


Ne i geo | 
As to Mr. 3 — Tee Sib 
de infinitely the beſt, and the ſecond the worſt; 
the third is for the greateſt part 4 tranſlation 7 
from Virgil's I wilt not foreſtal your 
judgment of the reſt; only obſerve in that of 
| the Nightingale theſe lines ( n ths. 
w b 


 Nowlightly Aimming 0 over the Brings 15 ate” „ 
Tide . that gently bruſh the plying graſs. . 
Aud melting airs ariſe at their command; 

And now, laborious, with a weighty hand, © * 
He finks into the cards, with folemin pace, 


Aud gives the fwelling tours a nan grace. . 


"Ta-which akin tein ae 
they are too lofty for paſtoral, eſpecially being 
put into the mouth of ſhepherd, as they are 
here; in the poet's own perſon they had been 
believe) more proper. r e 
Virgils manner than that of The : 
4 ver in the character of paſtoral he rather ſeems 
to imitate, In the whole, I agree. wih the 
YO that ye have a bauer clogues | 
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. 185 ee ee . e e 
Drehe en dae us ben, but! 1 

a be of that critic's opinion you — 
Vils, , who ſwote.it was good: Tor, tho Lam 


— 


— with int? in your cenſure of the uſe 
8 Dryden's Virgil; not on 
| becauſe Helenus was no great prophet in theſs 
matters, but becauſe no terms of art or 
words ſuit with the majeſty and dignity of file 


* . . 


which epic poetry requires. ¶ ui mens divinior 
argue os 8 ——The en 2 
bent 2 they muſt not are auribut 
Atticis prob . Tint by you. (I think I have 
brought in two phraſes of Martial here very 

mne you. key you did on rightly ke tay 
— in the verſe I quoted from Juvenal, 
yet I will not explain it; becauſe; tho it ſeems 
you are reſolved to take me for a critic, I would 
2 means be thought a commentator.And 
reaſon ear 22 1 have your ew 
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(degra aca cru 


be ſervice to Mr. ane 14 Per- 3 1 1 


deine by bis laſt to n 


him with my letters, — he Mi told, me e 5 8 mots 


was going inſtantly out of town, and till his 


return was my ſervant, dr. I gueſs by ve 


he is et with you, and beg you to do what 
you may with all truth and honour, that is, 


Eindneſs imaginable to him. I do not know 

to this hour what it is that has eſtranged him 

' from me; but this I Know, that he may for 
the future be more ſafely my friend; ſince no 


aſſure him I have ever borne all the reſpect and ? 15 


invitation of his ſhall ever more make me ſo | | 


free with him, I could not have thought any 
man ſo very cautious and ſuſpicious, as not to 
credit his own experience of a friend. Indeed 
to believe no body, may be a maxim of ſafety, 
bu not ſo much of honeſty. There is but 
one way I know of converſing fafely, with all 
men, that is, not by conceal 
do, but by ſaying or doing nothing that deferves 
to be conceal d, and I can truly boaſt thiscom- _ 
fort in my affairs with Mr. Wycherley. But _ 
pardon his Jealouſy, which is become his na- 
ture, and W never * hiy dap ee 5 
he rac of me. 95 | 
oe wg rags: TE © You . 
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verſes, for your opinion of m lincerity 3 
| which hog.notay-beun Self queſtion. 


8 where ind asse Wen abiodiably 
ſo frequent in that of Virgil, 9 
places, for the fake of laſhing the prieſts; ons 
- where Cato ſays Sortilegis egeant dubii—and 
one in the fimile of the Hzmorrhoig=-fatidies 
 Saha——Ho is comms ambiy that he ſtrains 
even beyond his author, in paſſion for liberty, 
and averſion to tyranny ; and errs only in am- 
eee Lacan ix in 15 , Wanne the 


| Wu f. guter terras inter — meatus, 
Semidei manes- habitant.' BL 4h 


Mr. Rowe has this Line, 
Then Tooking down on the Sun's feeble "ogy 


+ Pleco riazed in the o vl. e of Tonſon's Mille 
nies, P. ; 


Ree * 11 
benz your opinion, if thr be an krebs 5 
. 8 vous bee. „ 
4 — — n — — —— — — 


LETTER. Xl, | 


: 5 1s wwe. x 


hn gave me. the firſt opinion 3 
ſincerity: I aſſure you it only did what every. 
good-natur d action of yours has done ſince, 
confirm d me more in that opinion. The fable 
of the nightingale in Philips s Paſtorals is taken 
from Famianus Strada's Latin poem on the fame 
ſubject, in his Prolufones Academicæ; only the 
tomb he erects at the end, is added from Vir- 
gil concluſion of the Culex., I can't forbeat 
giving a paſſage out of the Latin poem J men- 
tion, ee ee 


indebted to it. „ YN es 
Alternat mira arte * 7 oiled 1 torquet acutas,. 
Inciditque, graves oferoſo verbere pulſat. 


Jams manu per fila volat ; fimul hos, ami 2 
Explbrut numeros, chordaque laborat in .* 3 
Mum filet. Ila modis totidem reſpondet, & art 
I, 9 Nunt ceu'rudis, aut incerta canenas, 
. . Frala N 


132 LETTERS 7 To AND. 
Prober' iter hi quidum labenti e pebtare __ 


Nr ram bartat,  moduliſque Canora mike, 
Delibrat worem, renter reciprocat „ ral k 5 


This poem was many years ſince e by 


Eraſhaw, out of whoſe verſes the ae. 


LY 


very remarkable. > ls 


From this to that, from r that to this be flies, 
Fetls muſic s'pulſe in all its arteries; . 
-Caught in a net which there Apollo — 
Hes Singers Aruggie with the vocal threads. 


Bic hive {as I thijk I ſortherly told . 
good opinion 6f Mr. Rowe s ixth book of 
L: Indeed he amplifies too inuch, as well 
as Brebteuf, the famous French imitator. If I 
remember right, he ſometimes takes the whole 


comment intb the text of the verſion, as par- 
_ ticularly in lin. 808. Digue folet pariter totis ſe 


effundere fignts Corycit preſſuru croci. And in 
the place you queen; 0 makes of thoſe two lihes 
in the Latin, e 


Vidit quanta fub noffe e | 
No 3 3 8 fur N nu, 


| Sohn, ſtrictly SEW: either e to 


the Ptolemaic, or our Copernican ſyſtem; Tycho 


Brahe himſelf will be on the tranſlator” s ſide. 


5 fr 


_ „ 
5 : % 45 1 


por hr Rep bv 6 09 EIS 
looked down on the rays of the 

Pompey might do, ev "tho the of the 

n os 4550 him. i Fa 24 * 5 
Fou can't but have n was a W | 
Lucan here makes Cato take for the fake of bis 
fine deſcriptions.” From Cyrene he travel by 
land, Tor" jo better f aſon th: * 


The winters (ect on nd N it Wy wert 
more to be dreaded than all the ſerpents, whirl- 
winds, funds, &c:" by land, which re ppm | 
after he paints out in his ſpeech to the ſoldiers: .. 
Then he' fetches a compaſs a vaſt way round 
about; to the Naſamones and Jupiter Ammon's 
temple, purely to ridicule the oracles : and La- 
bienus muſt pardon me, if 1 do not believe him 
| when he ſays or obtulir, & fortuna vie— 

either Labienus, or the map, is very much miſ- 
taken here. Thence he returns back to the 
Syrtes (which he might have taken firſt in his 
way to Utica) and ſo to Leptis Minor, where 
our author leaves him; who ſeems to have made 
Cato ſpeak his own mind, when he tells his 
m ae - argon matter 8 Tam”. 
een FM 1 1 wh 
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ſun, which 
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From Mr, C1 * d. 11 LOI 4 


1 5 *. N 
5 - 5 « 4 * 3 


N N e nk * * 
1 Nov. 29, 4716, + | 


r mw Chem of Fyckofind —— 
1 as it is novel) could have no oom here: 


Lucan with the reſt of the Latin poets, ſee 


to follow Plato; whoſe order of the ſpheres is 
clear in Cicero, De natura Deorum, De ſomnio, 

Scipronts,, and in Macrobius. The ſeat of the 
Semidei manes is Platonie too, for Apuleius De 
deo Sacratis aſſigns the ſame to the Genii, viz. 
the region of the Air for. their intercourſe with 
gods and men; fo that, I fancy, Rowe miſtook 
the ſituation, and I can't be reconcil'd to, Look 


down on the ſun's rays. J am glad you. agree 


with me about the latitude he takes; and wiſh 
you had told me, if the /artilegi, and Aridi, 
could licenſe his invective againſt prieſts ;/ 
I ſuppoſe, you think: them (with: Heleva), un- | 
deſerving of your protection. I agree with yo 
in Lucan's errors, and the cauſe of them, his 
poetic deſcriptions : for the Romans then knew 
the coaſt of Aﬀica from Cyrene (to the ſouth- 
eaſt of which lies Ammon toward Egypt) to 
Leptis and Utica: but, pray, remember how 
your Homer nodded, while Ulyſiee flept, and 

waking : 


Fi 


(whence 1 conclude "hit is eaffer to turn 

Virgil juſtly in blank verſe, than chyme.) The 1 
zue of Gallus, and fable of Phaeton pretty 

Welz bur he i very lain in his numbers; 4 
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| 0 fnaks' uſe of that 1 W A TM 
neh of ſtyle, which we have taken up n 
. ; 


any preface, - 1 never 


* 
Socke Brahe for one of the ancients, or in the | 


C 


2 this occallah that 1 do not give you 4 
an account of his life and con verſation; as how 8 f 


c Lhe 5 I 


e! RE teak Kugel 
mark 's miſtreſs that ſhall be na — 
have en you, and would not forthe 
world you ſhould ſtay any longer among the 
Genii and Semidei Manes, you know Where; 
ſor if once you get ſo near the moon, ; nn 
will want your preſence in the clouds and in- 
ferior regions; nat to mention the great loſs 
Drury-lane will ſuſtain, when Mr. . is in 
the milky way. Theſe celeſtial thoughts put 
me in mind of the prieſts you mention, who are 
a ſort of Sortilegi in one ſenſe, becauſe in their 
lottery there are more blanks than prizes; the 
adventurers. being at firſt in an u 
| whereas the n are ſure of ſomething. 
| ſent God, are freed; and = are conſtables as 
they repreſent the King; but you will own a 
great many of them are very odd fellows, and 
the devil of any likeneſs in them. Vet I can 
aſſure you, I honour. the good as much as I 
deteſt the bad, and I think, that in condemning | 
theſe, we praiſe thoſe, | The tranſlations from 
Ovid I have not fo good an opinion. of as you; - 
becauſe 1 think they have little of the main 
characteriſtic of chis author, a ace ul eaſineſs. 
For let the ſenſe be ever fo exactiy tender d, 
_unleſs an author looks like himſelf, in his air, 
ih and e e Ak W 
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nature 5 thou ſhalt ill remain, a 
cond Chaos thy endleſs reigns... = 


Claudian se, : 


5 * 3 oe 


1 4 2 


I ge © 
e ee eee 8 
final diffolution. Your thought of the prieſts 
lottery is very ſine : you play the wit, and not 
the critic, upon the errors of your brother. 
Your obſervations are all very juſt; Virgil is 
eminent. for, adjuſting his diction to his ſenti- 
ments: and, among the moderns, I find you 
the Proſddia of your rules. Your a poem 
thews; you. io be, what you ſay of Voiturew=- 
| with books well bred: the ſtate of the fair, tho 
ws rc — 4 
not uguſtus. 
But hold, I ſhall loſe what I lately recover, your 
opinion of my ſincerity: yet I muſt lay, tis as 
faultleſs ax the fair to whom d addreſi'd, be 
had ge iche eren 6g ee . Den ef him) 
tranſcrib d it by lucrubation: From ſome diſ- 


courſe of yours, he thought your inclination led © 


you to (what the men of faſhion call learning) 
pedantry ; but now, he ſays, he has no leſs, i 
. e eee ph 


1 *. „ 

2 Tos L oiture. N. 
3 — 4 Se * w 
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quotation !: 

your curioſity, 1 thergfore fend you the whole 
Author, who has held a place among my other 1 
books of this nature for ſome years; in which 
time having read him twice or thrice, I lsa 
him one of thoſe whoſe works may juſt de- "1 
ſerve reading. I take this poet to have writ 
like a gentleman, that is, at leiſure hours, and 
more to keep out of idleneſs, than to eſtabliſh 
a reputation; ſo that nothing regular or juſt can 
he expected from him. All that regards deſign, | 
form, fable (which is the foul of poetry) all ; 
chat concerns exactneſt, or conſent of parts 
(which is the body) will probably be wanting; 
only pretty. conceptions, fine metaphors, glit- 
9 tering dees, ebene, e po ee | 

eee eee rap Ts 

theſe verſes. 'This i indeed the cas of mol 

it well be otherwiſe, eee 

true poet, who writes for diverſiom only. Theſe 

authors ſhould be conſider d as verſiſiers and 
Wr ma a ha een, — 


this head _ 1 only fall the thoughts thee, 
4 the numbers. Theſe are only 
2 e of por, which may be 
a view, and com ended all 
— And (.o expreſs myſelf like" paintef) 
chieir colour 
and life of die picture are vet to be inſpetted 
Wy m1 cr re e 
This Author fort d himſelf upon pe arch, 
or rather upon Marino. His thoughts, one triay | 
obſerve, in tlie main, are pretty; but oftentimes 
far fetch d, and too often ſtrain d and ſtiffen d 
80 them appear the greater. For men are 
never ſe ape to think a thing great, as when it 


- admir'd than underftood. This 
e af" ſurprizing a feader, is the't true na- 
tural cauſe of all fultian, or bommbaſt in n poet! 
To confirm what T vt Kid. you need bit Took 
into his firſt Poem of the Weeper where the 24, 
4th, '6th; Tach, 21ſt ſtanza s are as ſoblimely 
dull, as che 7th; Sch th; 16h, 17th, 20th, 
and 23d ſtanza's of the lame copy, are foft ani 
pleaſing: and if theſe faſt want any thing, it is 
in cafter and morè ũnaffected expreſſion. The 
thoughts in that poem might have 
been pad, being either but repetitions, or yery 
trivial and mean. And by this example in the 
ae aan gue at all the Tt ;0007 be like DT, 
4 OWE Wet 


g entertains the fight, but 1 lines 


ful; and inconfiderate authors & 


cable: ex cpre and 
conceits, and of *. + Sono to the = 
From all which it is plain, this anther writ e 
and ſet down what came uppermoſt. . A ri 
may ſkim off the froth, and uſe. the clear under- 
n but if he goes too deep, will meet with 
a mouthful of — either the top or bottom 
ka at little, but what he did in his 
wn, natural, middl e-Way;z.18 beſt. 
7 70 ſpeak of his ou s, is a little difficult, 
they are ſo various and irregular, and maſtiy 
Pindaric; tis evident his beroic verſe (the bea 
example of which is his Muſic's Duel) /is.care« 
leſly made Bj gud pea aaa 7 
it now is, that had he taken more care, it had 
been muſical and pleaſing enough, not ex- 
tremely majeſtic, but ſweet: and the time on- 
ſider d of his writing, he was, (even as uncorredt 
as he is) none of the worſt verſificators. 
I will juſt obſerve, that the beſt pieces of this 1 
author are a paraphraſe on Pſal. xxiii. On-Leſ- 
Wk 2 on Mr. N Wa to his 55 
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They preſent upon 
ede which (for ought 1 know} may be 
the cauſe you might ſometimes think me % 
FE remiſs a ffiend, When 1 was moſt fo 2 
_ forTaminever /inclin'd to mirth © Whew 1 1 
am moſt pleas d and moſt cafy, which . 
Yr — hy 1 Nele MW 


friendſhip, 
—— CO + 
for my part am no ido[-worthipper, tho a Pa- 
pit. If I were to addrefs Jupiter Himſelff in a 
heathen way, I fancy I ſhould be apt to take 
n if not 
| 8 bike Dionyſms; I was to 
ſay, of his buttons; but I think Jp we | 
none (however I won't be poſitive to ſo nice a 
critic as you, but his robe might be ſubnected 
with a Fibula.) I know ſome philoſophers 
.. a. to ou. 

4 | own. 


i ttt vow; gr do 1 bliv cle hve 
| conſideration in their heads, when they 
eee ee 1 

I — — ag: o 
* eee eee nd of 

patwohed an Gally, 06008: 
TT 
ment and reaſon. . Lox! an Ab peaks 
the beſt ſenſe in the world; and deport-himielf 
in the moſt graceful manner before; a Pn 
yet. if the tail of his ſhirt happen (as I have 
known it happen to a very wiſe man) to hangout 
behind, more people ſhall laugh at that than at- 
tend to the other; till they recalle@ themſelves, 
and then they will not have a jot the leſs reſpect 
for the miniſter. E muſt cunſeſs the-iniquity © 
of my countenance before you; ſeveral muſcles | 
RRC i yg 7 = 

K ; 
mouth: and I find I value no man ſo much, 
as him in whoſe; ſight I have been playing h 

a nnn before/a man # | 

lovez | 


| which I inſerted my ſerall, and after, a ſecond. 


w 


| avs ind nes ts laughs with honeſty; when nd». 
ture prompts; or folly (which is inore a ſecond. 
82 ˙ — 


on face To concluße, thoſe chat are my 
friends, I laugb wirùg and thoſe; that are not I 
laigb at; fo am merry in company, and if erer 
Lam wiſe, it is all by myſelf. You take juſt 
and to thoſe that are not your 
; very "CIV e wines | 
ee complaiſant: thus when you 
wa and les, there will be the Ribs & Andie 
united together in converſation; as they com- 
de one fide, or compliment on the other, 1 


* 


S e ee erde ty 
| ; „ K | Yours 6e. 

"LETTER XXVIIL- at: 

| From Mir, Cronwark > welt 


bh Os. 16, 1714. 
R. Wyeherley vivted me at Bath in ma 
ſickneſs, and exprefs'd much affection 


to me: hearing from me how welcome his let- 


ters would be, he preſently writ to you; in 
He 


Fa 


It 
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2 1 


PROM H.CROMWELL, Esq. FI 


He went to Glouceſſer in his way to Salop,/ but 
was diſa ppointed of a boat, and fo return'd to 
the Bath; then he ſhewed me your anſwer to 
his letters, in which you ſpoke of my good- © 
nature, but, I fear, you found me very froward 
at Reading yet you allow for my illneſs. 1 
could not poſſibly be in the ſame houſe win 

Mr. Wycherley, tho I ſought it earneſtly; nor 
come up to town with him, he being engage 
wa ago W een de met, we uk 


outyies me in kind nme of you. As if 
he had not wrote two letters to you, he was for 
writing every poſt ; I put him in mind he had 
already. Forgive me this wrong; I know not 
whether my talking ſo much of yout great hu- 
manity and tenderneſs to me, and love to him; 
or whether the return of his natural Gosen 
to you, was the cauſe; but certainly you are 
now highly in his favour: now he will come 
this winter to your houſe, and I muſt go with 
him; but firſt he will invite you ſpeedily to 
town. I arrived on Saturday laſt much wea- 
ried, yet had wrote ſooner, but was told by Mr. 


Gay (who has writ a pretty poem to Lintot, 
and who gives you his ſervice) chat you was 


gone from home. Lewis ſhew'd me your 
n which ſet me right, and . next ener 

07 ER Efſay on Criticiſm. . 
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We dined and drank together; and I faying, 
To our loves, he reply'd, 'Tre Mr. Pope's health + 
He faid he would go to Mr. Thorold's and 
leave a letter for you. Tho' I cannot anſwer 
for the event of all this, in reſpect of him; 
yet I can aſſure you, that, when you pleaſe to 
n 
always by alen 1 5 now v arc 60 85 


| * ever be 
| Your, bee. wel 
7 — Der — 133 4 50 a — EPY — * — — 
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| how. 1 2, wi 5 
1 the entertainment of your byes | 
day after I had ſent you one of mine, and 
I am but this morning return d hither. The 
news you tell me of the many difficulties you 
tound in your return from Bath, gives me fuels 
a kind of pleaſure as we uſually take in accom- 
panying our friends in their mix d adventures; 
for, methinks, I ſee you labouring thro all your 
inconveniencies of the rough roads, the hard“ 
ſaddle, the trotting horſe, and what not? What 
an 1 agrecable ſurprize would. i it have been t to me. : 


— 
” 


2 


ent CROMWELL, N 170 


| to have met you by p ure accident, (which I was . 
within an 98 of eng and to have carried you 
off triumphantly, ſet you on an eaſier pad, and 


relieved the wandring knight with a night's lodg- 


ing and rural repaſt, at our caſtle in the bree 
But theſe are only the pleaſing imaginations of 
a diſappointed lover, who muſt ſuffer in a me- 
lancholy abſence yet theſe two months. In the 
mean time, I take up with the Muſes for want 
of your better company 3. the Muſes, que nobsſ- 
cum pernottant, peregrinantur, ruſticantur. Thols 
atrial ladies juſt diſcover enough to me of their . 

beauties to urge my purſuit, and draw me on in 


a wandering maze of thought, ſtill in hopes ; 


(and only in hopes). of attaining thoſe favours - 


from them, which they confer on their more 


happy admirers. We graſp ſome more beauti- 
ful idea in our own brain, than our endeavours. 
to expreſs it can ſet to the view of others; and 
ſtill do but labour to fall ſhort of our firſt ima- 
gination. The gay colouripg which fancy gave 
at the firſt tranſient glance we had of it, goes off 
in che execution: like thoſe various figures in 
the gilded clouds, which while we gaze long 
upon, - to. ſeparate the parts of each imaginary 
image, the en ite as take Iu 

; —_ into confuſion 8 
Is am highly pleaſed with th knewicles you : 
| giv me * „ — 8 


L 2 
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ph which ſeems ſo favourable to me. I ſhall ever. 


have ſuch a fund of affection for him as to be 
agreeable to myſelf when I am fo, to him, and 
cannot but be gay when he is in good humour, 
as the ſurface of the earth (if you will pardon a 
poetical fimilitude) i is clearer or gloomier, juſt = 
as the ſun is brighter or more over-caſt—1 - 
ſhould be glad to ſee the verſes to Lintot which 
you mention, for, methinks, ſomething oddly 
agreeable may be produced from that ſubject.— 
For what remains, I am fo well, that nothing 
but the aſſurance of your being ſo can make 
me better; and if you would have me live wit 
any ſatisfaction theſe dark days in which I can- 
not ſee you, it muſt be by . e ſome- 
—_— Y 
1 95 Vour. be. 
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LETTER XXX, 


From Mr. Cromwell . 


5 Dec. 7, 17 _— 
CR. Wycherley has, I believe, ſent you 
two or three letters of invitation; but vou, 

like the fair, will be long ſolicited before you 

yield, to make the favour the more acceptable 
to the lover. He is much yours by his talk ; 
for that unbounded _ which has ran ged at 


7 - large 


„ PROM H. CR WELL. W ug. 
hre like à libertine, now ſeems confin'd to you: 
and I ſhould take him for your miſtreſs too by 
your fimile of the ſun and earth: Tis very fine, 
but inverted by the application ; for the gaiety 
of your fancy and the drooping of his by the 
withdrawing of your luſtre, perſuades me it 
_ would be juſter by the reverſe. Oh happy fa- 
vourite of the Mules ! how per nocli are, all night 
long with them ? but alas! you do. but toy, 
but Ts with them, and decline a cloſe en- 
Leave Elegy and tranſlation to the 
inferior a, on whom the Muſes only glance 
now and then, like our winter-ſun, and then 
leave them in the dark. Think on the digpity 
of Tragedy, which is of the greater poetry, as << 
Dennis ſays, and foil him at his other weapon, i 
as you have, done in en Every one : 
wonders that a genius like yours will not ſup- 
port the ſinking Drama; 2 Mr. Wilks (tho, 
1 think, his talent is Comedy) has expreſs d a 
furious ambition to ſwell in your buſkins. We 
have had a poor Comedy of Johnſon's (not Ben) 
which held ſeven nights, and has got him three 
hundred pounds, for the town is ſet on 
new plays. In vain would I fire you by intereſt 
or ambition, when your mind i 18 not ſuſceptible. 
of either; tho your authority (ariſing, from the 


general eſteem, like that of Pompey) muſt in- 
wad aſſure you of WH . for which in 
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LETTER XXX, 


Des. 21, ek | 

PF thee vt ne to fo Go a, 
let my writing now atone for the delay; as 
ir will infallibly do, when you know what 4 
facrifice I make you at this time, and that every 
moment my eyes are employed upon this paper, 
| they are taken off from two of the fineſt faces 
in the univerſe. But indeed tis ſome conſo- 
lation to me to reflect, that while 1 but write 
- this period, I eſcape ſora2 hundred fatal darts 
from thoſe unerring eyes, and about a thou- 
land deaths or better. Now. you, that delight 
in dying, would not once have dreamt of an 
- abſent friend in theſe circumſtances; vou that 
are ſo nice an admirer of beauty, or (as a Critic - 
would ſay after Terence) ſo elegant a fpettator 
of forms ; you muſt have a ſober diſh of coffee, 
and a folitary candle at your fide, to write an 
epiſtle Jucubratory to your friend, whereas 1 
can do it as well with two pair of radiant lights, 
that, outſhine the golden god of day and filver 

e * wd all * = 
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Py enk CROMWELL, Bee, 


r 
uch matter; theſe are eyes that have more per- 
ſuaſton in one glance than all Sappho s oratory = 
and geſture together, let her put her body inte | 
what moving poſtures ſhe: Indeed, in- 
| deed, my friend, you never could have found 
ſo improper a time to tempt me with intereſt or 
| — ambition: : let me but have the reputation of 
theſe in my keeping, and as for my own, let 
the devil, or let Dennis, take it for ever, How | 
ly would 1 give all I am; worth, that is to 
lay, my Paſtorals, for one of them, and my 
Eflay for the other; I would lay out all my 
Poetry in Love; an Original for a Lady, and a 
Tranſlation for a Waiting-maid ! | Alas | what 
have I to do with Jane Gray, 25 long as Miſs 
Mole Miſs Betty, or Mils Patty are in this 
orld Shall I write of beauties murdered long 
1 3 8 thoſe at this inſtant that 
murder me? [Il cen compoſe my own Tra- 
gedy, and the Poet ſhall appear in his own 
Jr to move compaſſion : "Twill be far 
more effectual than Bays's entering with a rope 
about his neck, and the world will own, there 
K was a more miſerable 1 85 den up 
Nor 700 thar are a Critic, „ 
in wh it ne I may W the . 
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part of this letter with that which ls to follow, : 
according to the rules? I would willingly return 
Mr. Gay my thanks for the favour of his poem, 
and in particular for his kind mention of me 

1 hoped, when I heard a new Comedy had met 
with ſucceſs upon the ſtage, that it "had been 


his, to which I really wiſh no les; and (bad it . 


been any way in my power) ſhould have been 
very glad to have contributed to its introduction 
into the world, His verſes to Lintot = have 
put a whim into my head, which you are like 
to be troubled with in the oppoſite page: take 
it as you find it, the production of half an hour 
tother morning. I defign very ſoon to put a 
taſk of a more ſerious nature upon you, in re- 
viewing a piece of mine that may better deſerve ; 
criticiſm ; and by that time you have done with 
it, I hope to tell you i in rae with how much 
fidelity Iam 
Your, dar 


* Thele verſes are red. in Dr. 8 5, 0 An- 
Wins pine wife * 2 7. 


N » 
7 * 
= #1 N 
9 F ; 3 E T 
” 4 4 a 4 — 
4 > . 5 4 * 


EEE) * + . 1 wt. 4 
- : * 
{ 
25 , 1 
E o 7 ts. 0k 


SEVERAL LADIES\ 


LETTER 1. 0 


Mapan; : ee g 15 170. 
I Send you the book of rudiments of Draws 
ing, which you were pleas d to command, 
and think myſelf obliged to inform you at the 
ſame time of one of the many excellencies you 
poſſeſs without knowing of them. You are . 
but too good a Painter already; and no picture 
of Raphael's was ever ſo beautiful, as that 
which you have form'd in a certain heart of my 
: acquaintance. Indeed it was but juſt that the 
fineſt lines in nature ſhould be drawn upon t the 


' a. Moſt of theſe were tion of Wit, and affecta- | 
eaten without the Author's | tion of Gaiety. And it 
Conſent, and no doubt are | is pleaded in excuſe, that 
the ſame upon which the |. they were written very 


cenſure is palled in the Pre- - mann hr Ri 
face. t they have toqa : F. e 
much of a anti- 8 

: . a . 
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15 3 and none could ever be | 


5 met with; that would ſo readily receive, or fa 
ly: retain them, as this Heart. I may 


boldly ſay of it, that you will not find its fel. ; 


low in all the parts of the body in this book. 
But I muſt complain to you of my hand, which 
1s an arrant traitor to my heart; for having been 
copying your picture from thence and from 
Kneller theſe three days, it has done all poſſible 
injury to the fineſt face that ever was made, 
and to the livelieſt image that ever was drawn. 


I have imagination enough in your abſence, to 


trace ſome reſemblance of you; but I have 
been ſo long us d to loſe my judgment at the 
Gight of you that it is paſt my power to correct 

it by the life. Your picture ſeems leaſt like 
when placed before your eyes; and, contrary to 

all other pictures, receives a manifeſt diſadvan- 


The Painters ate a very vain generation, and 


tage by being ſet on the faireſt light in the world, 


have a long time pretended to rival nature; but. ; 


o on the truth to you, the made ſuch a finiſh'd 
Piece about three and twenty years ago (I beg a 
your pardon, Madam; I proteſt, I meant but 
two and twenty) that tis in vain for them any 
longer to contend with her. I know you indeed 

made one ſomething like it, betwixt five and 

Aix years paſt: "Twas a little girl, done with 
nnn ſpirit and life, * n nothing 
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but time to be an adtnirable piece: but, not to 
| flatter your work; I don't think it will ever come 
up to what your father made. However I 


| Would not diſcourage you ; tis certain you have = 


ſtrange happineſs, of making fine things of a 
| eve range yr en ETA 
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LETTER. U. Ts 


ie dns sch enen by Ge hank t 
2 when a lady has once done a man a favour, 
2 adi It becomes 
our ſex to take upon us twice as much as yours 
allow us; by this method I may write to you 


5 moſt impudently, becauſe you once anſwered 


me modeſtly ; and if you ſhould never do me 
Fran mn 
. — 
you rather than to Mrs. M —, with whom 1 
a eee whereas 
you are a fine lady, have bright eyes, &c. Firſt, 
Madam, | make choice of you rather than of 


your" ticker. eee 
ſpell better, as having been at ſchool later. 
Thirdly, becauſe you have nothing to do but 


8 f : 
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to write if you pleaſe, and poſſibly it may keep 
you from employing yourſelf worſe: it maß 
fave ſome honeſt neighbouring gentleman from 
three or four of your peſtilent glances. Caſt 
your eyes upon paper, Madam, there you may 
look innocently: men are ſeducing, books are 
dangerous, the amorous ones ſoften you, and 
the godly. ones give you the ſpleen: If you 
look upon trees, they claſp in embraces ; birds 
and beaſts make love : the ſun is too warm for 
your blood; tlie moon melts you into yielding 
and melaacholy. Therefore I ſay once more, 
caſt your eyes upon paper, and read only ſuch 
detters as I write, which convey no darts, no 
flames, but proceed from innocence of foul, - 
and ſimplicity of heart. Thank God I am an 
hundred miles off from thoſe eyes! I would 
| ſooner truſt your hand than them for doing me 
_ miſchief; and tho I doubt not ſome part of 
the rancour and iniquity of your heart will drop 
into your pen, yet ſince it will not attack me 
on a ſudden and unprepar d, ſince I may have 9 
time while I break open your letter to croſs. 


myſelf and ſay a Pater- noſter, I hope Provi= 


dence will protect me from all you can attempt 
at this diſtance. I am told you are at this hour 
as handſome as an angel; for my part I have 
forgot your face ſince two winters. You may 
be grower * SOOT. . 
| «ll 
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tell in any reſpect what ſort of creature you are, £ 


only that you are a very miſchievous one, whom 
I ſhall ever pray to be defended: from. But 
when your Miniſter ſends me word you have 
the ſmall-pox, a good many freckles, or are 
very pale, I will deſire him to give thanks for 
it in your pariſn church; which as ſoon as he 
ſhall inform me he has done, I will make you 
a viſit without armour: I will eat any thing 
vou give me without ſuſpicion of poiſon, take 
you by the hand without gloves, nay venture 
to follow you into an arbour without calling 
the company. This, Madam, is the top of my 
wiſhes, but how differently are our deſires in- 
clined! Lou ſigh out, in the ardour of your 
heart, Oh play-houſes, parks, operas, aſſem- 
blies, London ! I cry with rapture, Oh woods, 
gardens, AY bende en bert 
1 . * 
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LETTER m.. 


To 2 Lad v. . | 


vo: on one-colutin'of a Let white Lady M. 
wrote to the Lady's Huſband on the other. 


HE wits would fay, that this muſt $7 
| be a dull letter becauſe it is a married one. 
5 1 am afraid indeed — win find, what ſpirit 


I. 
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the huſband's part, as nfual; wilt prove the 


. wks HE ve wii 


dulleſt. What an üneqoal piir-are put toge- 
ther in this ſheet? in which; tho wre fin; it ie 
you mult do penance; When you look on bot 


fides of this paper, e 


words (according to a Scripture. exp 


e is this 


as two-edg'd ford, whereof 


| Hining blade, and 1 ably the: handle But 1 


cant without {o far Sir Ro- 
2 that ſhe writes this purely 
met to me, and that it is but one of 
thoſe honours a huſbendreetives for th fake of 
his wiſe. 
k in aking cut int in W nd Hine bean 
to ſhew her the regard we have for another: and 
pet I muſt own there is not a 
epiſtle but ſquints towards another over againſt it, 
It will be in vain to diſſemble: your penetrating 
eyes cannot but diſcover, how all i the letters that 
evinpoſe theſe words lean forward after lady M's 
letters, which ſeem to bend as much from mine, 
and fly from them as faſt as they are able.  Un- 
grateful letters that they are !- which give them- 
| falves to another man, in the very preſence of 
him who will yield to hw eerie; WRT 5 
how to value them. 8 
| You will think I forget myſelf, and am bot | 
writing to you ; buy, let me tell you, tis you 
| 4 | forget 


period of ds 


- 
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dne eren in that though, fo you te 6 
| molt the only womak ty whom one cin filely 
| Imagine a man of my importance {6 ftupid, is 
to fay fine things to you before your huſband? 
Let us fee how far Lady M. herſelf dares do 
any thing like it, with all the wit and addreſs 
ſhe is miſtreſs of. If Sir Robert can be ſo ig- 
norant {now he is left to himſelf in the country} 
to imagine any ſuch matter, let him know from 
me, that here in town every thing chat lady 
_ fays, is taken for fatice. For my part, every 
body knows it is my conſtant practice to ſpeak = 
ruth, SO ers et NOIR 


„ I8.+ $ 
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LETTER Iv. 5200 


o . 
temper, that there will not be a ferious 
1 word in this day's letter. No more, youll Ey, 
; there would, if I told you the whole ſerious 

4 bufineſs of the town. All laſt night I continued 
Viech you, the your: unteaonable regularicy ©" 
drove me out of your doors at three a clock. 

| I dream d all over the evening's converſation, 

and fave the little bed in ſpit of you. In the 
Bs | morning 
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cbt 1 Waked, very angty at your phantoni. | 
for leaving me ſo abruptly,-—1I know.you de- 
be in my mortification. I diged with an old. 5 
Beauty; the appear d at the table like a Death's 
head enamell'd. The Egyptians, you know, | 
had. ſuch things at their, entertainments; but 
do you think they painted and patched them? 
However, the laſt of theſe objections was ſoon 
removed ; for the Lady had ſo violent an appe- 
tite for a ſalmon, that ſhe quickly eat all the 
patches off her face. She divided the fiſh into 
three parts; not equal, God knows; for ſhe 
helped 5 to the head, me to the middle, and 
making the reſt much the largeſt part, took it 
herſelf, and cried very naively, I'll be content | 
with my own tail. 
My ſupper was as fingular as my dinner. = 
was with a great Poet and Ode- maker (that is, 
a great poet out of his wits, or out of his way, ) 
He came to me very hungry ; not for want of 
a dinner (for that I ſhould make no jeſt of 
but, having forgot to dine. He fell moſt furi- | 
ouſly on the broiled relics of a ſhoulder of mut- 
ton, commonly called a blade-bone: he pro- 
feſſed he never taſted ſo exquiſite a thing! beg- 
ged me to tell him what joint it was; wondered - 
he had never heard the name of this joint, or 


Cen it at other tables ; and defir'd to know how 


he might direct his butcher to cut out the ſame 


for 


% | | . 
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for the future ? 1 


| herots; und quartered five or fix miſerable lovers. s 
bi; eee rm. PP 


* 
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A e eee 

deed I flept it out, and fo T'll give you all 
8 laſt Night's entertainment. 
e Os. ere I went in late, in 

order ic be better received ; but unluekiby came 
in; as Deuce-ace was Raging (Lord H. would 
ſay I came in the Nick.) The Lady colour d, 
and the men took the fiame of the Lord in 
vain : No body ſpbke to rie, and I fat down 

diſappointed; then affecting a careleſs air; gap d 
and cried ſevett of eight times, Dye win or hoſe? 5 
J could ſafely ſay at that moment I had n6 
temptatioh t to any ons of the ſeven, lively ſins 3 
and in the innocent way I was, happy had it 
been for me, if I had died! Moralizing fat I 

by the hazard-table z I looked upon the uncer- 


£ 1 of riches, the decay of beauty, and the 


1 of worlds with as much contempt a as ever 
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modern {4 has cut up half an hundred 


ii LETTEASS IO 
Plato did. But ah! the brilty of h m 
head, weakened my paſſions, wich buett ld, | 
into a violent laughter: I roſe from my ſeat, 
and not conſidering the juſt reſentments of the 
loſing gameſters, uct'd a ball of paper croſs 
tte table, which ſtop'd the dice, and turn d 
up ſeven inſtead of five, - Curs d on all ſides, 
and not knowing where to fly, I threw myſelf 


into a chair, which 1 demoliſhd and never 


| ſpoke a word after. We went to ſupper, and 
a lady ſaid, Ni, G. looks prodigiouſly like a 
Ne. Every body agreed to it, and I had not 
1 curioſity to aſk the meaning of that ſprightly 
fancy : Find 4 ang. let me know. Adieu, 


4. 
WE Y. vid — 
LETTER VI. N 
OY the Style of. 2 Lac 


RAY whavis your un af tie For! 
a muſt confeſs J am one of thoſe that believe 

| og" Ou and Predeſtination. No, I can't go ſo 
far as that, but I own I am of opinion one's ſtars 
may incline, tho not compel one; and that is 
; a ſort of fre- will; for we e e 
 anclinatii e 

"> Ws, 5 | : ; : Dont 


Dow: you think en got into ks moſt 
„ faſhion this winter that ever was, 
of flouncing the petticoat fo very deep, that it 
| books like an entire coat of luteſtring. 
© "Tt is' a little c6ol indeed for this time of ul f 
but then, FIT FN you'll allow it has an en- 
treme clean pretty look BD a 
Ay ſd has my — apron; but E would 
vot chuſe to make it a winter ſuit of dloaths:' | 
Well now, TIl ſwear, child, you have put me 
in mind of a vety pretty dreſs; let me die if 1 
don't Mini à muſlin flounce; made very full 
would give one a very agrecable Flirtation-air. | 
Wen, I fear it would be charming! and! 
mould like it of all things Do) out n Here 
ang lach eg gn s 
d you believe there is uyweh place as Ui 
| Blyfian Fields ? O Gad, that would be chatm= 
ing! Iwiſh1 were to go to'the Elyſian fields 
when Idie, and then I ſhould not care if I were 
to leave the world to- morrow : But is one to 
meet there with what one "bas E ſt in, this 
world?” n e | 13 
"Now 14 NPY tell me this e, 18 
bee you can, or what do 1 6 rreſpond witli 
you for, "if you wort tell me all? you know I 


* 244 


* 4 * * 
rr 1 * 3 U! pred FER 
_ > * Fl 4 
0 7 , 
=, : +. 45 1 5 4 5 = 5 %- $, 
* { * * = + #\ 7 8 3 1 » 4 ; 7 Fs. ö * * Xx * A ”- *2 ' %> 
o nds * 1 4 4 N * 2 N e 7 TO OO. I 


and np e. THi_d 4021 BAG 
5 TH — ö 3 


Ma _ bET- 


7 — 
"A 


LETTERS 10 | 


L * T T * 1 vn. = 


| "Bath, 1714. 
o are to to underſtand, Madam, .that my 
paſſion for your fair ſelf and. your ſiſter, 
has been divided with the moſt wonderful re- | 
gularity in the world. Even from my infancy 
I have been in love with one after the other of 

you, week by week, and my journey to Bath 


fell out in the three hundred ſeventy- ſixth week 


of the reign. of my. ſovereign lady Sylvia. At 
the preſent writing hereof it is the three hundred 
_ eighty-ninth week of the reign of your moſt {e- - 
rene majeſty, in whoſe ſervice I was liſted ſome 
weeks before 1 beheld- your ſiſter. This in- 
formation will account for my writing to either 
of you hereafter, as either n eee 
. chat time. | 
Pray tell your fiſter, all the good qualities | 
| and virtuous inclinations the. has, never gave 
me fo much pleaſure. i in her converſation, as. 
that one vice of her obſtinacy will give me 
mortification this month. Ratcliffe commande 
her to the Bath, and ſhe refuſes! indeed if 1 
were in Berkſhire I ſhould honour her for this 


obſtinacy, and magnify her no leſs for diſ- | 


| obedience than we do the Barcelonians. But 


* change N . * of places (as 
we 


* * 5 Lu 


8 Eve wil, V/ab ITY 165 


ten) mem 
eee een, wih me, e. 
n 100 


Vet let me tell her, ie em e 10 0 
Snely White" the is upon earth, as ſhe would 
here in the water. It is not ers as in moſt. 


other inſtances,” for thoſe ladies that would 
pleaſe extremely,” muſt go out of their own 
element. — — not male half ſo good 


Sweden; — — — no | 
man would part with her for the beſt mermaid. 

in Chriſtendom. You know I have ſeen you 
_ often, I perfectly know how you look in black 
and in white, I have experienced the utmoſt | 
you can do in W but all your movements, 
all your graceful ſteps, deſerve not half the 
elit Your mathe here attain, of a moving and 

eaſy behaviour in buckram : Something be- 
tween ſwimming and walking, free: enough, 
and more modeſtiy- half. naked than you can 
appear any where elſe. Tou have conquer d 
enough already by land; ſhow your ambition, 
and vanquiſh alſo by water. The buckram I 
mention is a dreſs peculiarly uſeful at this 
time, when, we are told, they are bringing over 
the faſhion of German ruffs: You ought to 
uſe yourſelf to ſome degrees of ſtiffneſs before- 
bv vs and when our ladies chins have been 
Mz tckled 


es wich ftarched, muſlin and- wines 
they. may poſſibly bear the GE a German 
beard and whiſker. | 8; 
I could tell you a delightful ſtory of Doctor 
p. but want room to diſplay it in all its ſhining 
circumſtances. He had heard it was an excel - 
lent cure for love, to kiſs the Aunt abe pes 
ſon beloved, who is generally of years and ex- 
perience enough to damp- the fierceſt flame; 
he tryd this courſe in his paſſion, and kiſſed 
Mrs. E. at Mr. D— , but, he ſays, it will 
ee e _ . n 3 e er 
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. eat waters agree with me, 1 
K. muſt tell you, ſo very well, that I que 
| how you and I ſhould agree if'we weindkin | 
oom by ourſelves, Mrs. has honeſtly 
aſſured me, that but for ſome whims whichiſhe | 


can't entirely conquer, ſne would go and fee NY 


the. world with me in manꝭs cloaths. Even you, 
Madam e you would not partake in 15 
Tm 48 © © 90 
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SBVERAL LADIES. 1 
| che evening with nk ebene andd6 wil 
enough pleas d to hear them by the fire-ſide. 

That would be better than reading romances, 
unleſs lady M. would be our hiſtorian. What 
raiſes theſe deſires in me, is an acquaintance 1 
am beginning with my Lady Sandwich, who has 
all the ſpirit of the laſt age, and all the gay en- 
perience of a pleaſurable life. It were as ſcan- 
dalous an omiſſion to come to the Bath and not 
to ſee my Lady Sandwich, as it had formerly 
been to have travelled to Rome without viſiting 
the Queen of Sweden. She is, in a word, the 
beſt thing this country has to boaſt of; and as 
The has been all that a woman of ſpirit coultl be, 
ſo ſhe ſtill continues that eaſy and independen 
creature that a ſenſible woman always will be. © 
I muſt tell you a truth, which is not, ho w- 
ever, much to'my credit. I never thought ſo 
much of yourſelf and your ſiſter, as ſince I have 
been fourſcore miles diſtant from you. In the 
Foreſt I look d upon you as good neighbours, at 
London as pretty kind of women, but. han Be 
divinities, angels, goddeſſes, or what you will. 
In the fame manner I never knew at what rate 
J valued your life, till you were upon the point 
of dying. If Mr. and you will but fall 
very ſick. every ſeaſon, I ſhall certainly die for 
| 2 . nth os - 
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you have robb'd me of the pleaſure of eſtea· 
ing a thouſand pretty qualities in them, by 
ſhowing me ſo many finer in yourſelves, There 
are but two things in the world which could 

make you indifferent to me, which, I believe, 
you are not capable of, I mean ill- nature and 
malice. T ſeen enough of you, not ta 
overlook any frailty you could have, and no- 
thing leſs than a vice could make me like you 


leſs. I expect you ſhopld diſcover by my con: 


duct towards you both, that this is true, and 
that therefore you ſhould pardon. à thouſand 
things in me for that one diſpoſition. Expect 
pothing from me bat truth and freedom, ang 
FCC 


| Your, de 
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LETTER *. 
*, To the ene, 


kr e 55 1714. 
I tran 
after J had parted from you, as my Lord * 
xetired from the Court and glory to his Country 
ſeat and wife, a week ago. I found here a diſ- 
mal deſponding letter from the ſon of another 
F and 
who 


" IE 


| SBVERAL\/LADIES. % 

wb heile aug de great ones of the-carthy vi 
| pow take, it very kindly, of che mean ones, if 
D 1 favour hom. 9 eh og at 4 


| ans pw 67 Ir > pong 
as ſoon as they are fallen? Thus the unhappy 
che care of Heaven and you. 1 intended o 


95 defire Mrs. Bieta to ſtay h 
| theſe balf hundred Plays, till I can | procure | 
| Romange r 
with adventures. As for Novels, I fear ſhe can 
depend upon none from me but that of my 
Life, which I am till, as I have been, con- con- 
triving all poſſible J to ſhorten, for the 
eater eaſe both of the hiſtorian and the reader. 
May ſhe believe all the paſſion and tenderneſs 
xprely'd in. theſe Romances to be but a faint 
image of what I bear her, and may you (who 
read nothing] take che ſame truth upon hear- 
ing it from me. You. will both injure me very 
much, if you. don't t think me a truer friend, 
tha 18 any romantic e or TY imad w 
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1 more romantic 1 find myſelf. Methinks 
its a noble ſpitit of contradictton to'Fate and 
Fortutie, not to give up thoſe that are ſnatched 
Fom us; but to follow them the more, the 
Archer Wey! are remov d from the ſenſe of it. 
—— 9 never travelled ſo far as three 

ouſand miles; it is now only for Truth, Which 

bw y things, to reach you at this di- 
ſtance. IIC a generous piece of Popery, that 
purſues even thoſe who are to 'be eternally ab- 
ſent, into another world; Whether you think it 


* 


right or wr ong, you'll own the very extrava- 9 


gance a fort of piety. can't be fatished wich 
ſtrowing flowers over you, and barely honour- 
ing you as a thing loſt: but muſt conſider you 


as a glorious tho' remote being, and be ſending. 
: addreſſes 


1 BVE KAT” UADIES. 


9 2 — take 8 


2 — by is every one ſald to be, 4. 


| es'a fin i Arr On | 
| conſcience, as the world goes, ao Gay | 
any body's while to do one for the an of 
| it: 15 G the only pay of gen nerous 8. 
now as Ill paid as other juſt debts ; and nee 
Mrs. Macfarland for immolating h 
you, for conſtancy to your lord, muſt ever A | 
to be cortipared to Lucretia or Portia. | EN wy 
Iuxrite this in ſome anger; for having, nce 
vou went, frequented thoſe people moſt, who 
ſeemed moſt in your favour, I heard nothing 
chat concerned yon talked of fo oſten, as that 
you went away in a black full- bottom d wig ; 
which I did not aſſert to be a bob, and was 
anſwered, Love is blind. I am perſuaded your 
| wig had never ſuffered this criticiſm, but on 
the ſcore of your Soul, and e OE 
a prin TOS, 


. which 


thre js got 


. : ts a\ s ea of jor 
= 855 The ſhrines. — reliques y tell 


| me of f no, way. engage my,curioſity.z. I hs en 


times rather go on pilgrimage. to ſee one ſuch 

77 urs, than both St. John Baptiſt's. 
heads. I with {ſince you are grown ſo covetous. 
: of golden things) you had not only all the fine 
11 55 talk of, but even the golden image 


were to travel no farther than you could carry it. 
The court of Vienna is very edifying..., The 
ladies, with reſpect. to their huſbands, fake to 
underſtand that text lnerally that commands to. 
bear one another — gy but, I fancy, many 
a man there is like Iſachor, an of between e 
burthens. I ſhall lock upon you no more as 2 
Chriſtian, when you pals. from, that chatitable 
court to the land of jealouſy, 1 expect to hear 
an exack account how, and at what places, you 
leaye one of the thirty- nine articles after another, 
as you approach to the lands of infidelity. Pray 
how far are you got already? amidſt the pomp 
of a high maſs, and the raviſhing, trills of a 
Sunday opera, what did you think of the doc-: | 
trine and diſcipline of the church of England? 
had you from your heart a.reverence for Stern- 
hold 


* 
* 
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hold and Hopkins? How did your Chriftiat | 
virtues hold out'in fo long a voyage? Nen nee | 
i ſeeme (without paſſiig dhe bounds of Chriſt | 
endom) out-travelled the ſin of forriication : in 
ö — —————— EY 


that you may — Chapiak 7 7a hu- 
manity requires)” in a place where he Fr! Par F 
Cc ˙⅛˙0bwm . 07g ans 
T 460br o“ but I att be told (when T cine 
to follow you through" thoſe countries) in ho 
pretty a manner you accommo yourſelf to 
the cuſtoms of the true Muſlemen. They win 
tell me at what town you practiſed to fit on tie 
Sopha, at what village you learned to fold a 
Turbant, where you was bathed and anointed, 
and where you parted with your black full- 
bottom. How happy muſt it be for a gay young 
woman, to live in a country where it is a part of 
religious worſhip to be giday-beaded? I ſhall 
hear at Belgrade how the good Bathaw received 
you with tears of joy, how he was charmed 
with your agreeable manner of pronouncing the 
words Allab and Mabumed; and how earneſtly 
you joined with him in exhorting your friend 
to embrace that religion. But I think his ob- 
_ EI one, that it was attended 
with 


| was (cf ful oy 0 pores lhe ge 
able functions it was made for: 
I ſee I have dom 
| aſten dope in your company, talk d myſelf into 
a good humour, when I begun in an ill one; 
the pleaſure of addrefling to you makes me run 
on, and tis in your own power to ſhorten this 


letter as much as you pleaſe, by giving over 


when you N ; ſo III 19 it! no rr 5 : | 
W | : 


— i. 
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LETTER 13 


o SIR aſked me news a. duet times 
at the firſt word you {poke to me, which 
ſome would interpret as if you expected nothing 
better from my lips: and truly tis not a ſign 
two lovers are together, when they can be ſo 
impertinent as to enquire what the world does. 
All I mean by this is, that either you or I are 
not in love with the other: I leave you to gueſs = 
4 which of the two. is that ſtupid and inſenfible 
n 


s in this letter as I have 


a R 1383 F Y 
A 09940 K 
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chat in this — — . 
man, if he had not juſt now wided a ſtone to 
prove him ſuhject to human infirmities The 


utmoſt 2 of afckeden from miniſterial 


wh may oY hw — 22 79 jv 4.4 — 


1 — 
Pretty windings of the — ſtained with 


the blood of men. ' Your barbarity, which I 


and country, may have its fill wy 
I would: not add one circumſtance uſual in 
deſcriptions of calamity, thatof the e, 
committed, or to be com 


upfortunate; women chat delight in un. But 


Jod forgive me—in this martial age, if I could, 
na „ oo at lake and Mrs. 
* 75 


have heard ſo. LING | 


POTTY Or HAIRY ; 3 —— OY I I ITE ET TUES TRAIN CI 
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to as” no fair means will u prevail upon. I 
Thoſs eyrs, that care not How thith miſchief 

is dens; or how great ſlaugliter committed, {6 

they have but a bine ſhow 3 thoſe very female | 


. = 


ſpeedily to be formed in Hyde- park. 
The tents are carried thither this morning, new 
with new dloaths and furniture (fat 
exceeding the inte Gothen Ihen dyed ; 
his Grace for the ſoldiery.) The fight of ſo 
many gallant fellows, with all the pomp and 
of war, yet undeform'd by battles, thoſe 
ſcenes whicti England has for many years only | 
©, beheld on ſtages, may w/e invite "Jour cu⸗ 

N e r 
By our lateſt account from Duke. Meet, welt 
 miknlipe; the (converſion of T. G. Eſq. is re- 

ported in a manner ſorhewhat more particular; 
WM That upon the ſeizure of his Flanders mares; 
he ſrem'd more than ordinarily diſturbed for 
[| ſome hours, ſent for his ghoſtly father, and re- 
38 ſolved to bear his loſs like a Chriſtian ; till about 
i the hours of ſeven or eight the coaches" and 
i horſes of ſeveral of the Nobility paſſing by 
>, __ —— he could no 
went out, took the oath of Abj ration, and re- 
rg his dear horſes, which carried him in 
5 _ triumph 
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 -triumph4o the ing · The poor diſtreſſed Roman 


Catholicks, nom unhors d and uncharioted, e 


out with the Plalmiſt, Some in Chariots and ſome in 


* eee | 


or ett 53 anl. 
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"LETTER XII. 
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8 loves the country to leave it at this ſea- 
* when every ſmile of the ſun, like the 


' ſmile of a coy lady, aan 


mon: and I am fo much in the taſte of rural plea- 
| ſures, I had rather ſee the ſun than any thing 


he can ſhew me, except yourſelf, I deſpiſe 


every fine thing in town, not excepting your 
new gown,” till I ſee you dreſs d in it (which by 


the way I don't like the better for the red; the 
leaves, I think, are very pretty.) I am grow- : 
ing fit, IJ hope, for a better world, of which 
the light of the ſun is but a ſhadow : for I doubt 


not but God's works here, are what neareſt 


to his works there; and that a true reliſh of 


the beauties of nature is the moſt eaſy prepara- 
tion and gentleſt tranſition to an enjoyment of 


bone ig of burg, 7 


and diſſention, is a ſort of - apprenticeſhip to hell 


and its furies. Im endeavouring to put m 
Vor. VII. | N N f 
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| Ar rens ro 
mind into as quiet eee e 
ready to receive that ſtroke which, I believe, 
is coming upon me, and have fally reſign d 
myſelf to yield to it. The ſeparation of my 
1 ſoul and body is what I could think of with 
leſs pain; for I am very ſure he that made it 
will take care of it, and in whatever ſtate he 
pleaſes it ſhall-be; that ſtate muſt be right: But 
I cannot think without tears of being ſeparated 
frommy friends, hentheir condition is ſo doubt- 
ful, that they may want even ſuch aſſiſtanee us 
mine. Sure, it is more mierciful to take from 
us after death all memory of what we low dor 
purſued here: for elſe what a torment would uit 
be to a ſpirit, Mill to love thoſe crentuxes it is 
quite divided from? Unleſs we ſuppoſe, that . in 
a more exalted life, all that we eſteomod in this 
imperfect ſtate will affect us no more, than what 
we lov d in our infancy concerns us now. 
This is an odd way of writing to a lady, ani, 
Im ſenſible, would throw me unter a great l 
of ridicule, were you to ſhow this letter among 
your acquaintance. But perhaps you may not 
yourſelf be quite a ſtranger to this way of think - 
ing. I heartihy wiſh your liſe may be ſo eng 
and ſo happy, as never to let you think quate;ſo | 
far as I am now led to do; but, to think a 
= little towards it, is what will make ages - | 
1 by i and the eaſier at all times. 7: 08 
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There are no pleaſures or amuſements wut 
dont wih you, and therefore tis no ſmall grief 
to me that I ſhall for the future be leſs able to 
partake with you in them. But let fortune do 

her worſt, whatever ſhe makes us loſe, as long 
as ſhe never makes us loſe our honeſty and our 
independance ; ; I deſpiſe from my heart who- 
ever parts with the firſt, and ] pity from pn 1251 
whoever quits the latter. | 

I am grieved at Mr. G—'s condition in this 
laſt reſpect of dependance. He bas Merit, 
|  Good-nature, and Integrity, three qualities, 

that I fear are too often Joſt upon great men; or 
at leaſt are not all three a match for one which 
is oppos d to them, Flattery. Iwiſh it may not 
ſoon or late diſplace him Bom the favour he 
now poſſeſſes, and ſeems to like. Tm ſure his 
late action deſerves eternal favour and eſteem: 
Lord Bathurſt was charm'd with it, who-came 
hither to ſee me before his journey. He aſk'd 
and ſpoke very particularly | of vou. „ 
morrowy Mr. Forteſcue comes to me from 
London about B—'s ſuit in forma pau pauperis s 
That poor man-looks ſtarved : he tells me you 
have been charitable to him. Indeed tis 
wanted; the poor creature can ſcarce ſtir or 
ſpeak ; and I apprehend he will die, juſt as he 
gets W to lire 8 cp? 2 1 Joe 
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24 


hope you 24 long known, there 1 is not 


one good one which I do not form in your 
behalf, Every year that paſſes, I with ſome 
things more for my friends, and ſome things 
leſs for myſelf. ' Vet were I to tell you what I | 
wiſh for you in particular, it would be only to 
repeat in proſe, what I told you laſt year in 
rhyme (fo fincere is my poetry :) I. can only 
add, that as I then wiſh'd you a friend a 1 now 
wiſh that friend were Mrs, — _ 
Abſence is a ſhort kind of death; ps iy in : 
either, one can only wiſh, that the friends we 


| ary is a day . wiſhes 5 you, 1 


are ſeparated from, may be happy with thoſe 


that are left them. I.am therefore very ſolicitous 
that you may paſs much agreeable time together: 
1an ſorry to ſay 1 envy you no other com- 


panion ; tho I hope you have others that you 


like; and I am always pleas'd in that hope, 
when it is not attended with any fears on your 
own acccount. 


'T was troubled to leave j you To juſt as I 


® To Mr. on r her Birth-day.. 


o be thou bleſt with all that heav'n can ſend, N 


Long health, long life, long pleaſure, and a friend.” 


: fancy Q we ſhould 358 to live together in the 


b-- jo Y > i 
"We | | cou 
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country. Twas a little like dying the u 1 
ebe e fn his e, Bib; 
J go away with one generous ſort of ſatisfaction, 
that what 1 part with, you are to inherit. 
I know you would both be pleas'd to hear 
ſome certain news of a friend departed; to 
have the adventures of bis paſſage, and the 
new regions thro? which he trabell d, deſcribed; 
and, upon the whole, to' know, that he is as 
happy where he now is, as while he liv'd among | 
vou. But indeed 1 (like many a poor unpre- 
par d ſoul) have ſeen nothing 1 like ſo well as 
Phat left: No ſcenes of Paradiſe, no happy 
bowers, equal to thoſe on the banks of the 
Thames. Where- ever I wander, one reflection 


ſtrikes me: I wiſh you were as free as I; r at 
leaſt had' a tye as tender, and as realGnatile as 


1 ine, to a relation that as well deſerved" your 
: it thought, and to whom you would be 
FAS: pull'd hack (in fuch a manner as I am) 
by the heart-ſtring. I have never been well 
ſinge ], ſet gut: but don't tell my mother fo; 
it will trouble her too much: And as probably. 
_ the ame reaſon may prevent her ſending a true 
account, of her health to me, I muſt defire you | 
to. acquaint. me. I would gladly hear the 
country air, ; ipproves your own; but don't flatter, 
me when you are ill, that I. may be the better 
19 22 when you ſay you. are well: for theſe 
N 3 + 
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"LETTER oy 


1 ou can't be Garprined üs dad bim g dull 
I correſpondent whom you have known ſo 
"ink for a dull companion. And tho I am 
| Pep Kudie, that, if I have any wit, I may . 
as Sos as not; yet Ill content 
myſelf with giving you as plain a hiſtory of 
my pilgrimage, . Furchas bigaſclh, or as John 
Bunyan could do of his walking e 
wildarneſs of this world, Kc. 
Firſt then I went by water to Hampton- 
Court, unattended by all but my own virtues ; 
which were not of ſo modeſt a nature as to keep 
| themſelves, or me, conceal'd': For I met the 
prince with all his ladies on horſeback, | 
from hunting, Mrs. Be and Mrs. L* took me 
into protection (contrary to the laws againſt 
barbouring Papiſts) and gave me a dinner, with 
ſomething I liked better, an eee of 
converſation with Mrs. H“. We all agreed 
that the life of a Maid of Hondar Was of all 
things the moſt miſerable: and wilh'd- that 
every woman who envy d it, had à ſpecimen of 


- 
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is To ene eee ride 
over hedges and ditches on borrowed hacks, 
come home in the heat of the day with a fever, 
and (what is worſe a hundred times) with a red 
mark in the forehead from an uneaſy hat; all 
this may qualify them to make excellent wives 
for fox-hunters, and bear abundance of ruddy 7 5 
complexiop'd children. As ſoon as they can 
wipe off the ſweat of the day, they muſt 
fſimpet an; honrrgnd-cotch.cold, in the Princeſs's 
from thence (as Shak has 2M 
to Maw; qnich what appetite they may——and 
Le Mienen. rat = 
e wu „ movnigin — 2 
| xookery, is more contemplative than this Court; 
Aa nd as a proof of it, I need only tell you, Mrs. 
Le walk'd with me three or four hours by 
' moonlight, and we met no creature of any 
quality n King. who gave audience to the 
: ue „ ee e | 
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gathered together, except madam Kilmanſegg s, 
to which T had the „ and. * 
"hs grate WF Rs: 
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q hive shade bent diſcoutſe of nr | 
Dr. S* was mentioned with honour. Lady — 
walked a whole hour abroad without dying after 
it, at leaſt in the time I ftay'd; tho the: ſeem d 
to be fainting, and UE aged motions 
ſeyeral times in her head. 
I arrived in the foreſt by T. ety oon n 
ing fled from the face (I with I could ay the 


Horned face) of Moſes, who din'd in che nid „ 


way thither. I paſs d the reſt of the day in thoſe 
woods where I have fo often enjoyed a book and 
a friend; 1 made a Hymn as I paſs d thro}, 
which ended with a figh, that a will rx . 
you the meaning of. 5 
Your Doctor is gone man of: all his pa- 
tients, and was hard put to it how to diſpoſe 
of an eſtate miſerably unwieldy, and ſplendidly 
unuſeful to him. Sir Samuel Garth ſays, that 
or Ratcliffe to leave a library, was as if a 
Eunuch ſhould found a Seraglio. Dr. $— 
lately told a Lady, he wonder'd ſhe could be 
alive after him: ſhe made anſwer, ſhe wonder'd 
at it for two reaſons,” becauſe Dr. Ratcliffe 'was .. 
dead, 20d becauſe Dr. . was living. Fan 


1 „ 
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Jothing could 8, more of tht melan= n 
choly which once uſed to pleaſe me, 
* my laſt day's. journey; Pigs ee 
paſs d — 
with a thouſand reveries of paſt pleaſures, I cid | 
over hanging hills, whoſe tops were edged with 
groves, and whoſe. feet water d with winding 
rivers, liſtening to the falls of cataracts below, .. 
and the murmuring of the winds above: The 
gloomy verdure of Stonor ſucceeded to theſe; 
and then the ſhades of the evening overtook . 
me. The moon roſe in the cleareſt ſky L eber 
ſaw, by whoſe ſolemn light I paced on ſlowly, . 
without company, or any interruption to the 
range of my thoughts. About a mile before 1 
reach d Oxford, all the bells toll d in different 
notes; the clocks of every college anſwer d one 
another, and ſounded forth (ſome in a deeper, 
fome a ſofter tone) that it was eleven at night. = 
All this was no ill preparation to the life I have 
led ſince, among thoſe old walls, venerable gal- 
leries, ſtone porticos, ſtudious walks, and ſoli- 
 tary'ſcenes of the univerſity. I wanted nothing 
; but a black gown and a ſalary, to be as mere a 
book-worm as any there. I conform'd myſelf 
D R —_—_— 
ö | 
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lay in one of the moſt ancient, defer ee 
the Univerſity, and was as dead to the world as 
any hermit of the deſart. If any thing was 
alive or awake in me, it was a little vanity, ſuch 
as even thoſe 
he monks of their ownorder extoll d their piety 


good men us d to entertain, when 


dnd abſtraction. For I found myſelf receivd 


with a ſort of reipect, which this idle part f 
mankind, the learned, pay to their own ſpecies ; 


8: and the ambitious are in your world. 
_ - Indeed I was treated in ſuch a manner, that I 
could not but ſotnetimes aſk myſelf in my mind, 
what college I was founder of, or what libragy 
I had built? Methinks, I do very ill to return 
tothe world again, to leave the only place where 

I make a figure, and, from ſecing artet ſeated 
with dignity on the moſt :onſpicuous ſhelves of 


hing at a lady's feet in St. James's-ſquare.. > 
I Will not deny, but that, like Alexander, 
in the midſt of my glory I am wounded, and 
find myſelf a mere man. To tell you from 
whence the dart comes, is to no purpoſe,  fince 


neither of you will take the tender care to draw 
it out of my heart, nen 


3 
Here, at my Lord H-—'s, 1 Gea-creature 


nearer an apgd han. * | 
very 


ho are 3 confiderable hers, as the buly, be 
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wey bey good as an angel; anne 1%, 
formerly heard” me mention Mrs. T— 46 4 
Credit to the Maker of angels; ſhe isa relation, 
of his lordſhip's, and he gravely d her 
to me for a wife; tender of teteſts, 
and knowing ee new e 
_ that the is leſs indebted to fortune than 1 
told him, twas what lie never could have 
thought of, if it had not been lils misfortune 
to be blind; and whit 1 never could think of, 
while L had eyes e gt 

I muſt not conelude without telling you, that 
1 will do the utmoſt in the affair you defire. * : 
would be an inexpreflible joy to me if T could 
ſerve you, and 1 will always do all I can to give 
* myſelf pleaſure. I wiſh as well for you as for 
myſelf; 1 am in love with you both, as much 
as I am with myſelf, for I find 3 
1 * 


r 
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2 cauſe I have to repent my 
leaving the town; is the uncertainty Ti 
in bvery day of your ſiſter's ſtate of health. 1 


really expected by every poſt to have heard f 


her eee but on the contrary each —4 
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and I have ever ſince ſuffer d alarms upon alarms, - 
on her account. - No one can be more ſenſibiy 
touch d at this than I; nor any danger of any, 
I love. could affect me with more uneaſineſt. 
I have felt ſome weakneſſes of a tender kind, 
which I would not be free from ; and I am i 
to find my v value for people ſo rightly Placed. » 
as to perceive them on this ogcaſion. 2 
| I cannot be ſo good a Chriſtian as to ws, 
ing to refign my own happineſs here, for hers, 
in another life. I do more than wiſh for her, 
aer, for every wiſh I make I find immediately 
changed into a prayer, and a more fervent * 
chan I had learn d to make till no. 
May her life be longer and happier than pen 
. haps & herſelf may deſire, that is, as long and as 
happy as you can wiſh : May her beauty be as 
great as poſſible, that is, as it always was, ot. | 
as yours is. But whatever ravages a mercileſs 
diſtemper may commit, I dare promiſe her 
boldly; what few (if any) of her makers of 
vitits and compliments dare to do: ſhe ſhall 
have one man as much her admirer as ever. 
As for your part, Madam, you have me fo more 
than ever, ſince I have been a witneſs to t 
generous tenderneſs you have ſhewn e thi , 
5 
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AM. mant all concern d to think that * 

I letter may be leſs entertaming than ſome I 

hate ſent: I know you are a friend chat Wang 

tbink a kind letter as good as a: diverting 

He that gives you his mirth makes — 

nene that gives you his heart; and 
friends would rather ſee ſuch thoughts as 


they communicate only to one another, than 
what they ſquander about to all the world. 


They who can ſet a right value upon any thing, 
- will prize one tender, well- meant word, above 


all that ever made them laugh in their lives: If 
I did not think ſo of you, I ſhould never have 

taken much pains to endeavour to pleaſe you, 
: by writing, or any thing elſe. Wit; Jam ſure, I 


want; at leaſt in the degree that I'ſee others 


have it, ho would at all ſeaſons alike be enter 


taining; but I would willingly have ſome quali- 


ties that may be (at ſome ſeaſons) of more com- 


fort to myſelf, and of more ſervice to my 


friends. I would cut off my own Head, If it 


had nothing better than wit in it; and tear out 
my own heart, if it had-no' better diſpoſitions 


than to love only el. and laugh at all my 
neighbours. 
I know you'll think it an agreeable FEM to 


© hear, [that I have done a great deal of Homer. 
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If it be tolerable, the world may ink you for ' 
it: for if I could have ſeen you every day; and 


_  imagin'd my company could have every day 


| pleas d you, I ſhonid ſearce have thought it 
worth my white to pleaſe the world: How 
many verſes could I gladly have left unfiniſt d, 
and turm d into it, for people to ſay what they 
would of, had I been permitted to paſs all thoſe 
hours more pleaſingly? Whatever ſome may 
think, Fame is a thing I am much leſs covgtous 

_ of chan your Friendſhip; for that, I hope, 
will laſt all my life ; the other I cannot anſwer 
for. What if they ſhould both grow greater 
after my death ? ales! they would both be of no 
adyantage to me! Therefore think upon it, and 
loye me as well as ever you can, while I live. 


of Fame, which is juſt come aut: but my 
777. gs 4 


bus, Fame with Men, Heng! Vein 


I call d in M. Reputation * 
. ee e we ſib a patter? - 


A Paige os in, alan. 


Now I talk of fame, I ſend you my Temple 
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1 | F 
1 give us the aſſurance of a friends 
. who am a 


Z mortal enemy and deſpiſer of what they call 


Ane letters. In this view, I promiſe you, it wall 
always be a ſatisfaction to me to write letters and 
$0 receive them from you; becauſe I upfeignedly 
have your good at my heart, and am that thing; 
which many people make only a ſubhject todiſpla 
their fine ſentiments upon, a Friend: which 
is a character that admits of little to he ſaid, 
till ſomething may be done. Now lat me fairly 
tell you, I dont. like your ſtyle : tis very pretty, 
therefore I don'tilike it ; and if you crit as well 
letters, unleſs I were to ſell them to be;printed: 
Methinks I have loſt the Mrs. L* I formerly 
dan, ho writ and talked like other people 


ing kindneſs and expecting it in return: but the 
addition you make about your being but two and 


| twenty, is again in the ſtyle of wit and abomi- 
nation. To ſhew you how very unſatisfaftonly 


you write, in all your letters you've never told 


a aabaite mate. 
all your letter, except where you: ſpeak of Me w- - 
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me how you do. Indeed I ſee it was abſolutely 
neceſſary for me to write to you, before you 
continued to take more notice of me, for 1 
viight to tell you what you are to expect; Mat 
is to ſay, Kindneſs, which I never fail'd (I 
hope) t6 return; and not Wit, which if I want 
I am nit much concerned, becauſe Judgment 
is a better thing; and if I had, I would make 
uſe of it rather to play upon thoſe I deſpiſed, 
than to trifle with thoſe I loved. You ſee, in 
ſhort, after what manner you may moſt agree- 
ubly write to me: tell me you are ty friend, 
und you can be no more at a loſs about that 
article. As I have open d my mind upon this 
to you, it may alſo ſerve for Mr. H—; who 
will fee by it what fnanner of letters he muſt 
1 Pao eee As I am 
1 too. ſeriouſly yours and his ſervant to put turns 
1 upon you- inſtead of good wiſhes, ſo in return 
8 I ſhould have nothing but honeſt plain How- 
f d'ye's and Pray remember mes which not 
i | being fit to be ſhown to any body for wit, may 
i be a proof we cotreſpond only — in 
* e 


. ; 


Your very, Kc. 
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FT ; is wk infinite fatisfa@ion Fam ies 26= 
quainted that your brother will at laſt prove 
your relation, and has entertained ſuch ſenti- 


ments as became him in your concern: I have 
been prepared for this by degrees, having ſe- 


veral times receiv'd from Mrs. * that which is 
one of the greateſt pleaſures, the knowledge 
| that others entered into my own ſentiments con- 
cerning you. I never was of opinion that you 
wanted no more to be vindicated than to be 
known. As I have often eondoled with you in 


your adverſities, ſo I have a right, which but | 
few can pretend to, of congratulating on the 


proſpect of your better fortunes: and I hope, 
for the future, to have the concern I haye felt 
for you overpaid in your felicities. Tho you 
modeſtly ſay the world has left vou, yet, I 
verily believe, it is coming to you again as faſt 
as it can: for, to give the world its due, it is 
always very fond of Merit when 'tis paſt its power 
to oppoſe it. Therefore, if you can, take it into 


2 favour again upon its repentance, and continue 
in it. But if you are reſolved in revenge fo rob 
the world of ſo much example as you may 


afford it, I believe, your deſign will be vain; 
for even in a monaſtery your devotions cannot 
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carry you fo far toward the next world as to 


make this loſe the fight of you; but you'll be >. 
like a ftar, that, while it is fixed to ) heaven, 0 


ſhines over all the earth. . 
Whereſoever Providence (hall diſpoſe of the 
bis vitulble ele T know, I Ct ever follow 
you with my ſincereſt wiſhes, and my beft 
thoughts will be perpetually waiting upon you, 
when you never hear of me nor them. Your 
own guardian angels cannot be more conſtant, 
nor more filent. I beg you will never ceaſe to 


think me your friend, that you may not be 


| guilty of that which you never yet knew to 
commit, an injuſtice. As J have hitherto been 
ſo in ſpite of the world, ſo hereafter, if it be 
poſſible you ſhould ever be more oppoſed, and 
more deſerted, I thould only de ſo much the 


more 


Vour aa, wo” 
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Can £ fy little to recammend the Ide 1 — 
ſhall 1 to you, but that they will be the 
moſt impartial repreſentations of a free heart, 
and the trueſt copies you ever ſaw, tho of a 
very mean original. Not a feature will be N 
ſoftened, or any advantageous light employed to 
recalls the ugly thing a little leſs hideous ; ;, but 
you 
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| A. halt find it in all reſp pedts, moſt horibly 
Uke. You will do me an A uſice if you look 
57285 any thing I ſhall ſay from this inſtant, as 


A pliment either to you or to myſelf; What- 
1 write will be the real thought of that 


| hour; and I know you'll no more expect it of 
me to perſevere till death, in every ſentiment or 
notion I now ſet down, than you would imagine 


a man s face ſhould never change when once his 


picture was drawn. 


The freedom 1 ſhall uſe in this manner o 


thinking aloud, may indeed prove me a fool; 


but it will prove me one of the beſt ſort * 
fools, the honeſt ones. And ſince what folly 


we have, will infallibly buoy up at one time or 


bother in ſpite of all out art to keep it dow n; 
methinks, tis almoſt fooliſh to take any pains 
to conceal it at all, and almoſt knaviſh to do it 
from thoſe that are our friends. If Momuss 


project had taken, of having windows in dur 
breaſts, I ſhould be for carrying it further, and 
making thoſe windows caſements ; that while 


| a man ſhowed his heaft to all the world, he 
might do ſomething more for his friends; even 


give it them, and truſt it to their handling. I 

think I love you as well as King Herod did 
Herodias (tho' I never had ſo much as one 
dance with you) and would as freely give you 


my heart in a diſh, as he did another's head. 
| 0 2 33 But 
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"But fince Ju pr will not have it ſo, I muſt bh: 


content to ſhew my taſte in life, as 1 do my 
"taſte in t by loving to have as little 
drapery as poſſible. Not that I think every body 
naked altogether ſo fine a ſight, as yourſelf and 
a few more would be, but e tis good to 
uſe people to what they muſt be acquainted , 
with; and there will certainly come ſome day 
” * gment or other, to uncover every ſoul of 
We ſhall then ſee that the prudes of this 

| week owed all their fine figure only to their 
being ſtraiter-laced than the reſt; and that they 
are naturally as arrant ſquabs as thoſe that went 
more looſe, nay as thoſe that never girded their 
1oins at all. — But a particular reaſon that may 
engage you to write your thoughts the more 
freely to me, is, that I am confident no one 
knows you better; for I find, when others ex- 
preſs their thoughts of you, they fall very ſhort 
of mine, and, I know, at the ſame time, theirs 


are ſuch as you would think ſufficiently in your i 
favour. | 


You may eaſily i imagine how defirous I muſt 
be of a coreſpondence with a perſon, who had 
taught me long ago that it was as poſſible to 
eſteem at firſt fight, as to love: and who has 

ſince ruin d me tor all the converſation of one 
ſex, and almoſt all the friendſhip of the other. 
1 am but too lenfible thro' your means, that the 


9 R company 
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company of men wants a certain ſoftneſs to Ft 5 


commend it, and that of women wants every. 


thing elſe. How often have I been quietly | 


going to take poſſeſſion of that tranquillity and 
indolence I had ſo long found in the Country; 
when one evening of your converſation has 


ſpoil'd me for a Solitaire! Books have loſt their 


effect upon me, and I was convinced ſince T 


4 


| faw you, that there is one alive wiſer tha an 


all the ſages. A plague of female wiſdom it 
makes a man ten times more uneaſy than his 
own. What is very ſtrange, Virtue herſelf 


(when you have the dreſſing her) is too amiable | 


for one's repoſe. You might have done a world 
of good in your time, if you had allowed half 


the fine gentlemen who have ſeen vou, to have 


converſed with you; they would have been 
ſtrangely bit, while they thought only to fall 
in love with a fair lady, and you had bewitch'd 


them with Reaſon and Virtue (two beauties Th 


that the very fops pretend to no 9 
with. ) 
The unhappy diſtance at which we corre- 


ſpond, removes a great many of thoſe reſtrictions - 


and punctilious decorums, that oftentimes i in 


nearer converfation prejudice truth, to fave 


good-breeding. I may.now hear of my faults, 


and you of your good qualities, without a 
bluſh; ve converſe upon ſuch unfortunate ge- 


4 „„ os 8 naerous 
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nerous terms, as: exclude the regards of fear, 
ſhame, or deſign, in either of us. And, me- 

thinks it would be as paultry a part, to impoſe 

(even in a ſingle thought) pon each other in 
this ſtate. of ſeparation, as for ſpirits, of a dif- 
ferent ſphere, who have ſo little intercourſe with, 
us, to employ that little (as ſome would make 
us think they do) in putting Wicke and deluſions 5 
upon poor mortals. 5 
"Lt moe begin they, Madam by aſking you 
4 queſtian, that may enable me to judge better 
of my own conduct than moſt inſtances of my 


liſe. In what manner did I behave in the lafl 5 


hour I ſaw you? What degree of concern did | 
diſcover when I felt a misfortune, which, Lhope,  - 
vou will never feel, that of parting from what 
one moſt cſtecms ? for if my parting looked but 
like that of your common acquaintance, I am. 
the greateſt of all. the Norte that Ewe de- 55 
cency made. 

I never ſince ok by your houſe but with 
the ſame ſort of melancholy that we feel upon 
ſeeing the tomb of a friend, which only ſerves to 
put us in mind of what we have loſt. I reflect 
upon the circumſtances of your departure, 
which I was there a witneſs of (your beha- 
viour in what I may call your laſk moments) 
and I indulge a gloomy kind of pleaſure 8 

thinking that thoſe laſt moments were given to 


me. 


I 
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me. I would fain imagine that this was not acci 
dental, but proceeded from a penetration, which; 
I know, you have, in finding out the truth of 
people's ſentiments; and that you were willing 
the laſt man that would have patted from you, 


ſhould be the laſt that did. I really locked 


upon you juſt as the friends of Curtius might 
| have done upon that Hero, at the'inſtant when 
he was devoting himſelf to glory, and running 


to be loſt out of generoſity: I was obliged to | 
admire your reſolution, in as great 4 degree as I 


| deplored-it; and had only to wiſh, that Heaven 
would reward fo much virtue as was to be 
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Fn be Ho Hs of your lanaanh.; x 


am angry at een of paper loſt, and 
s it is but an odd compliment to compate a 
fine lady to a Sibyl, your leaves, methinks, 


like hers, are too good to be committed to the 
winds; tho' I have no other-way of receiving 


them but. by thoſe unfaithful meſſengers: I 


have hag bile theee, and I reckon that ſhort one 
8 _ : from | 
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from D, which was aher a ing 9 

lation than a letter 

_. > You have contrived to Gap in your laſt che 
eovihinge mot pleaſing to me: The firſt, that 

whatever be the fate of your letters, you will 
continue to write in the diſcharge of your con- 
ſcience. The other is, the Juſtice you do me, 
in taking what I write to you, in the ſerious 
manner it was meant; it is the point upon 
which I can bear no fuſpicion, and in which, 
above all, I deſire to be thought ſerious. It 
would be vexatious indeed, if you ſhould pre- 
tend to take that for wit, which is no more 

than the natural overflewing of a heart im- 

proved by an eſteem for you: but fince you 

tell me you believe me, I fancy my expreſ- 
ſions have not been entirely unfaithful to my 
thoughts. 

May your faith be encreaſed | in all truths, 
that are as great as this; and depend upon it, 
to whatever degree it . extend, you N 
can be a bigot. | 

I you could fee the beit 1 talk of, 7 | 

| 0 really think it a' fooliſh good kind of 

thing, with ſome qualities as well-deſerving to 
be half- laughed at, and i as moſt 
ww?! in the world. 

| grand foible in regard to you, is the moſt 
the Reaſon * any * in nature. Upon my 
word 


11 
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word this heart is not Uke a great war 
ſtored only with my own nel or with empty 
ſpaces to be fupplied as faſt as Intereſt or Am- 
bition can fill them: but is every inch of it lett 


out into lodgings for i its friends, and ſhall never 


want a corner where your. idea will always li lie 
| as warm, and As TB as s any idea | in Chriſten- 
dom. 7 

Iklf this diſtance (as you are ſo Ka 7 as to tay) 
enlarges your belief of my friendſhip, Laure 
you, it has ſo extended my notion of y 
value, that I begin to be impious upon 
account, and to with that even ſlaughter, we 


and defolation may interpoſe-between, you and 


the place you deſign for; and that you were 


reſtored! to us at the " Expence. of a whole 


people. | 


Is there no 1 to return you in peace 


to the boſom of your country ? I hear you are 


come as far as : do you only | look back to 
die twice? is Eurydice once more ſnatched to 
the ſhades ? If ever mortal had reaſon to hate 
the King, it is I, whoſe particular misfortune it 


is, to be almoſt the only innocent perſon he has 


v# 4 +- x 


made to ſuffer ; both by his Government at 
home, and his Negotiations abroad. 


If you muſt go from us, I wiſh at leaſt you 
i "might paſs to your baniſhment by the moſt 
+ rp way; 85 all the road might be roſes 


ang. 


0uſe; 
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and * and a thouſand objeds- rig ud 
you, agreeable enough to make England leſs 
deſirable to you. It is not now my intereſt to 


wih England a agreeable : It is highly probable 


it may uſe me ill enough to drive me from it. 
Gn TEE that glare rar country, where 1 
cannot now call a foot of paternal Earth my 
own? Yet it may ſeem ſome alleviation, that 
when the wiſeſt thing I can do is to leave my | 
country, what was moſt agreeable in it ſhould 
firſt be ſnatched away from it. wo 
I could overtake you with pleaſure in —, and 
make that tour in your company. Every rea- 
fonable entertainment and beautiful view would 
be doubly engaging when you partook of it. 1 
ſhould at leaft attend you to the ſea coaſts, and 
_ caft a laſt look after the fails that tranſported 
you. But perhaps I might care as little to ſtay 
behind you; and be full as uneaſy to live in a 
country where I ſaw others perſecuted by the 
rogues of my own religion, as where I was 
perſecuted myſelf by the rogues of yours. And 
it is not impoffible I might run into Afa i in 
fearch of liberty ; for who would not rather live | 
a freeman among a nation of ſlaves, cham a ſlave 
among a nation of freemen ? | 

In good earneſt, if I knew your idee arid 


your exact time; I verily think, F ſhould be once 5 


__— TOTS 


1 


ry) 


BYE RAL LADIES. 208 


Til conclude n i 
us, een, 5 


; . 


LETTER *. 


ro will find me mare troubleſome thai 
ever Brutus did his evil Genius; I ſhall 
meet you in more places than one, and often 
refreſh your memory before you arrive at your 
Philippi. Theſe ſhadows of me (my letters) 
will, be haunting you from time to time, and 
| you in mind of the man who has really 
ſuffer d very much from you, and whom you 
have rabb' 4 of the moſt valuable of his enjoy- 
ments, your converſation. The advantage of 
heating your ſentiments by diſcovering mine, 
was — I always thought a great, one, and 
even worth the riſque I generally run of mani- 


85 feſting my own indiſcretion. Lou then re- 


warded my ttuſt in you the moment it was 
given, for you. pleas d and inſorm d me the mi- 
nute you anſwer d. I muſt now be ew eg 
with more flow returns. However, tis 
pleaſure, that your thoughts upon paper will 5 
a mare laſting ee and that 1 15 
no longer have cauſe to complain of a loſs I. 
bave ſo often regretted, that of any ching you 
faid, which I happen d . In earneſt. 
mm | 
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| Madam, rde eile Yo nt r 
chink of you, it muſt be every day of my life. 
LT attend you in ſpirit tho all your ways, I fol- 
low you thro' every ſtage in books of travels, 
and fear for you thro! whole folio's;* you make 
me ſhrink at the paſt dangers of dead travellers; 
and if I read of a delightful proſpect, or agtee- 
able place, J hope it yet ſubſiſts to pleaſe you... 
-F enquire the roads, the amuſements, the com- 
pany, of every town and country thro which 
you paſs, with as much diligence, as if 1 were 
to ſet out next week to overtake you. In a 
word, no one can have you more conſtantly 
in mind, not even your Guardian-angel (if 
| {ng one) and I am willing to indulge fo 
much popery as to _ ſome Being takes 
Ges of you, who. know r value better 
than you do yourſelf: I am willing to think 
that Heaven never gave fo We ſelf· neglect 
and reſol ution to a woman, to occaſion her 
ealamity; but am pious enough to believe thoſe 
qualities muſt be intended to conduce to her 
benefit and her glory. 
' Your firſt ſhort letter only fie to ſhow n me 
you are alive: it puts me in mind of the firſt 
dove that return d to Noah, and jut made him 5 
know it had found no reſt abroad. 1 
II There is nothing in it that Vicaſes'r me, 10 
when; * tell me you had no ſea· ſickneſs.1 
. | beg 
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beg your next may give me all the pleaſure it 
can, that i is, tell me any that you receive. You | 


.can make; no diſcoyeries that will be half ſo 


valuable to me as thoſe of your own mind. . 
Nothing that regards the ſtates or kingdoms you 


Paſs thro, will engage ſo, much of my curiofity 


or concern, as what relates to yourſelf: Vour 


welfare, to ſay truth, is more at my heart than 
that of Chriſtendom. 


I am fure 1 may defend the truth, tho' — 


haps not the virtue, of this declaration. One 


1s ignorant, or doubtful at beſt, of the merits 


of differing religions and governments: but 
| private virtues one can be ſure of. ps © therefore 
know what particular Perſon has deſert enough 


to merit being happier than others, but not 


what Nation deſeryes to conquer or oppreſs an- 
other. Vou will ſay, I am not public b: pirited; 
let it be ſo, I may have too many tenderneſſes. 
particular regards, or narrow views; but at the 
ſame time I am certain that whoever wants 
"theſe, can never. have a Publick ſpirit ; for (as a 


friend of mine ſays) how is it poſſible for that 
man to love twenty thouſand people, who never 


loved one? 


1 communicated your letter to Mr. C—, : 
he thinks of you and talks of you as he ought, 
I mean as I do, and one always thinks that to 


be juſt as it ought. His health and mine are 
: | 5 no 
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now fb good, that we wiſh with all our + Sub 
you were a witneſs of it. We never-meet but 
we lament over you : we pay a kind of weekly 
rites to your memory, where we ſtrow flowets 
of rhetoric, and offer ſuch libations to your 
name as it would be profane to call he 10 
The Duke of B—=m is ſometimes the Hip 
Prieſt of your praiſes ; it Edt 7 
believe there are as few men that are not ſorry | 
at your departure, as women that are; for, you 
know, moſt of your ſex want good ſenſe, wit 
therefore muſt want generoſity: You have fo 
much of both, that, I am ſure, you pardon 
them; ere e e deere rde, 9 
deſpiſes. For my part I hate a great many wo- 
men for your fake, and undervalue all the reſt, 
is you are to blame, and may God revenge it 
upon you, with all thoſe bleſſings and earthly 
. proſperities, which, the Divines tell us, are the 
cauſe of our perdition; for if he makes you 
happy in this world, EE En Ry 
virtue to do it in the other, 1 


von, be. 
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- On her Marriage, 
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the tenderneſs of one man of merit is to 


! IOG of 4 Ad. 


And by this time the gentleman you have made 
choice of is ſenſible, how great is the joy of 
having all thoſe charms and good qualities 
which have pleaſed ſo many, now applied to 
pleaſe one only. It was but juſt, that the fame 


Virtues which gave you reputation, ſhould give 


you happineſs ; and I can wiſh you no greater, 


that you may receive it in as high a degree 


| yourſelf, as ſo much good humour muſt infal- 
libly give it to your huſband. 
It may be expected, perhaps, has ene 


has the title of Poet ſhould fay ſomething more 


polite on this occaſion : But I am really more a 


well-wiſher to your felicity, than a celebrater of 


your beauty. Beſides, you are now a married 


woman, and in a way to be a great many better 


things than a fine lady; ſuch as an excellent 


wife, a faithful friend, a tender parent, and at 
laſt, . as the conſequence of them all, a faint in 


heaven. You ought now to hear nothing but 
_ 
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that, which n wit you ever Jefired to hear | 
(whatever others may have ſpoken. to you) 1 
mean Truth : and it is with the utmoſt that I 
aſſure you, no friend you have can more rejoice 
in any good that befals' you, is more ſincerely 
delighted with the proſpect of your future hap- 
pineſs, or more unfeignedly d defires a long oon 
tinuance of it. 5 5 5 e 

1 hope you will think it but juſt, that a man 
who will certainly be ſpoken of as your admirer, * 
_ after he is dead, may have the happineſs to be 
ö eſteemed, While he is living, i | 
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LETTER 5 7 


Sir Worn TRoMBULL to Mr. Pors, | 


(SIR; i]: a, Oc. 19, 1706. 


Return you the Book you were pleaſed to 
ſend me, and with it your obliging letter, 


which deſerves my particular acknowledg- 
ment: for, next to the pleaſure of enjoying the 
company of ſo good a friend, the welcomeſt 
thing to me is to hear from him. I expected 


to find, what I have met with, an admirable 


genius in thoſe Poems, not only becauſe they 


were Milton's b, or were approved by Sir Hen. 
a Secretary of State to Lyckias, and the Maſque of 


King William the Third. P. Comus. P. 5 
b L'Allegro, II Fenſeroſo, e 


6 Woot, 


» + CL RL — e = " «ts 7% 
SE On e 1 


10 LETTERS To and. 
Wooton, but becauſe you had commended 


them; and give me ſeave to tell you, that I 
krlow no body 5 like to equal him, even at 


the age he wrote moſt of them, as yourſelf. 
Only do nat afford more cauſe of complaints 
againſt you, that you ſuffer nothing of yours to 


come abroad; which in this age, wherein wit 


and true Tenſe is'more ſcarce than money, is 4 
piece of ſuch cruelty as your belt friends can- 


hardly pardon. ' 1 e you will repent and 
amend ; I could offer many reaſons to this pur- 
poſe, and ſuch as you cannot anſwer with any 


fincerity ; but that I dare not enlarge; for fear 
of engaging in a ſtyle of Compliment, which 
has been ſo abuſed by fools and knaves, that it 


is become almoſt ſcandalous. I conclude there- 
fore with an affurance wack ſhall neyer os 
of ee eyed &c. 


2 


5 ET T ER 1. 1 4495 
Sir WitLiam Teoma to Mr. Porn: 


5 Apen 9, 168. 
Have this moment received the favour of 
yours of the 8th inſtant; and will make 

you a true excuſe (tho perhaps no very good 

one) that I Gefetred the * you with a 

| | lever, 


fy 
» LF 
* L i j 2 g 1 * 
7 F L * 1 « N 1 ** 
. < 98 RI) 
» a. 1 4 
n X PY 1 a. F Pon - © — 
* 
7 . 


| FROM Sik W. TRUMBULL.. 211 


letter, when I ſent back your papers, in hopes 
of ſeeing you at Binfield before this time; If I 


bad met with any fault in your performance, T 


ſhould freely now (as I have done too preſump- 


_ tuouſly in converſation with you) tell you my 


opinion; which I have frequently yentured to 
give you, rather in compliance with your deſires 
than that I could think it reaſonable. For I am 
not yet ſatisfied upon what grounds I can pretend 
to judge of poetry, who never have been prac- 
tiſed in the art, There may poſſibly be ſome 
happy genius's, who may judge of ſome of th 
natural beauties of a poem, as a man may of 
the proportions of a building, without having 


read Vitruvius, or knowing any thing of the 


rules of architecture: but this, tho it may 
ſometimes be in the right, muſt be ſubject to 


many miſtakes, and is certainly but a ſuperf 


knowledge; without entring into the art, the 
methods, and the particular excellencies of the 
whole compoſure, in all the parts of it. 
aer, my want of ſkill, I have another 
reaſon why I ought to ſuſpect myſelf, by reaſon 
of the great affection I have for you; which 


might give too much bias to be kind to every 5 


thing that comes from you. But after all, I 


e (and I e ee ee | 


. rity) that 1 entirely approve of your tranſlation | 
of thoſe pieces of 3 both as * verſi- Ne 
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fication and the true ſenſe that ſhines thro' the 


* 


whole: nay I am confirmed in my former 


application to you, and give me leave to renew 


it upon this occaſion, that you would proceed 


in tranſlating that incomparable Poet, to make 


him ſpeak good Engliſh, to dreſs his admirable 


characters in your proper, ſignificant, and ex- 


preſſive conceptions, and to make his works as 


uſeful and inſtructive to this degenerate age, as 


he was to our friend Horace, when he read him 
at Præneſie: Qui, quid fit pulchrum, quid turpe, 
quid utile, quid non, &c. I break off with 


chat quid non? with which 1 confeſs I am 


ce 


Upon the whole matter 11 intreat you to end 
chis preſently to be added to the Miſcellanies, 
and J hope it ml come time nes. Xl for that 
pn Tre : 

I have nothing to ay of of my Nephew 3 $ 
chte for he ſent them to me ſo late, 
that I had not time to conſider them; I dare 
ſay he endeavoured very faithfully (though, he 


told me, N haſtily) to execute your ce 


mands. 
All 4 can add is, that if your- 8 of 
med ſhould hinder you from publiſhing this 


Eſſay, I ſhall only be ſorry that I have no more 


credit with . to ee you to oblige 
the 


* 
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1 public, and , ere dear "Op 


Your, &c., + 
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"LETTER 1. 


| Sir WILIA Tauss. to Mr. Porz. 


March 6, 1713. 


JF Think a haſty ſcribble ſhows more whit 


flows from the heart, than a letter after 
Balzac s manner, in ſtudied phraſes; therefore 


I will tell you as faſt as I can, that I have received 


your favour of the 26th paſt, with your kind 


preſent of the Rape of the Lock. You have 


given me the trueſt ſatisfaction imaginable not 


: only in making good the juſt opinion I have 
ever had of your reach of thought, and my 
Idea of your comprehenſive genius; but like- 


wiſe in that pleaſure I take as an Engliſhman | 


to ſee the French, even Boileau himſelf in his 


Lutrin, out-done in your poem; for you 
deſcend, leviore plectro, to all the nicer touches, 


that your own obſervation and wit furniſh, on 


ſuch a ſubject as requires the fineſt ſtrokes and 
the livelieſt imagination. But I muſt fay no 


more (tho I could a great deal) on what pleaſes 
me ſo much: and henceforth, I hope, you will 


never . me of partiality, ſince I only | 


2 ſwim 


men of good taſte (notwithſtanding hs — 
of parties) muſt and do univerſally applaud. 1 
now come to what is of vaſt moment, I mean 
dhe preſervation of your health, and beg of you 
earneſtly to get out of all Tavern- company, 
and fly away tanqguam ex incemdio. What a 
miſery is it for you to be deſtroy'd by the fooliſh * 
kindneſs ('tis all one whether real or pretended) 
of thoſe who are able to bear the poiſon of bad 
wine, and to engage you in ſo unequal a combat? 
As to Homer, by all I can learn, your buſineſs is 
done: therefore come away and take a little time 
to breathe in the country. I beg now for my 
' own fake, and much more for yours; methinks 
Mr. —— has {aid to you more chan once, 5 


Heu en nate deg, teque Be. air, . riſe Ame 


8 * th. 


LETTER W. 


To Sir WitLian TROMBULL 


March 12, 1713. g 


— Hough any thing you write is fare tobe 
a pleaſure to me, yet I muſt ohn -yout 
laſt letter made un Oy you really uſe a 


12 . 125 


o \ = 
p 
2 4 rw” * ä 6 Ab * * " n „ N — * * 2 0 n * a „ 
nnn © ak * 27 FP a . R * e E. 
N 4 3 <> * 5 u 5 k - 6; 8 1 F 5 
* 9 X | F : 7 * 
* 
- wr” 8 — - 
* 4 * , 
- 6 , * 
1 "Mo Pp 4 A 
1 o 
: 
* * 
- . b 
% 5 1 / — 
Fa 


ron 81 W. TRUMBULL. "ug Fa 


ſtjyle of compliment, - which I expect as little: us 5 
8 ee it. 1 know tis a common opinion 5 
dat a young ſcribler is as ill pleas d to hear truth 

as a young lady. From che moment one ſets up 
er 


_ that is as unfaithfully, | 
4 a King's Favitrite, or as 4 . 


FFC 
which firſt makes a man an author, is certainly 

enough to render him a coxcomb for life. But 
I muſt grant it is a juſt judgment upon poets, 

that they, whoſe chief pretence is Wit, ſhould 
| be treated as they themſelves treat Fools, that 
is, be cajoled with praiſes. And, I believe, 
Poets are the: only poor enn t , 
whom any body will flatter. | 

I would not be tho 


| gh to Lay: chin as if this 
| obliging letter you ſent me deſerved this imputa | 
tion, only it put me in mind of it; and I fancy 
one may apply to one's friend what Cæſar ſaid of 
his wife; © It was not ſufficient that he knew 
ber to be chaſte himſelf, me =_ 
© be ſo much as ſuſpected.” = 
As to the wonderful 3 and all the =_ 
good news you are pleas d to tell me of myſelf, 
I treat it, as you Who are in the ſecret, treat 
common news, as groundleſs reports of things 
NEG which I,.-who look into the true 
1 3 95 ſprings 
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1 che affair, in my own . n : 


to have no foundation at all. For Fame, tho 


it be (as Milton finely calls it) the I infirmityof 
noble minds, is ſcarce fo ſtrong a temptation as 
to warrant our loſs of time here: it can never 


make us lie down contentedly on a death; bed, 


(as ſome of the Ancients are ſaid to have done 


with that thought.) You, Sir, have yourſelf 


taught me, that an eaſy ſituation at that hour | 
can, proceed from no ambition leſs noble than 


that of an eternal felicity, which is unattainable 


by the ſtrongeſt endeavours of the wit, but may 


be gain d by the ſincere intentions of the heart 


only. As in the next world, ſo in this, the only 
ſolid bleſſings are owing to the goodneſs of the 
mind, not the extent of the capacity.: friend- 
ſhip here is an emanation from the ſame ſource 
as beatitude 1s there : the ſame benevolence and 
grateful diſpoſition that qualifies us for the one, 
if extended farther, makes us partakers of. the 
other. The utmoſt point of my deſires in my 
preſent ſtate terminates in the ſociety and good- 


will of worthy men, which I nap upon as no 


ill earneſt and fortaſte of the FROneg and alliance 


of happy fouls hereafter. 


The continuance of your Ges to me is 
what not only makes me happy, but cauſes me 
to ſet ſome value upon myſelf: as a part of your 


care. The inſtances I daily meet with of theſe | 
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' reeable awakenings of friendſhip, g are of too 
pleaſing a nature not to be e when- | 
een me” Tam ES 


| 'Your, &c. 
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LETTER wy 


April 30, 17 13. 
F Have been almoſt every day employ'd in 
following your advice, and amuſing myſelf 
in painting, in which I am moſt particularly 
_ obliged to Mr. Jervas, who gives me daily in- 
ſtructions and examples. As to poetical affairs, 
I am content at preſent to be a bare looker on, 
and from a practitioner turn an admirer, which 
is (as the world goes) not very uſual. Cato 
was not ſo much the wonder of Rome in his 
days, as he is of Britain in ours; and though 
all the fooliſh induſtry poſſible has been uſed to 
make it thought a party-play, yet what the 
author once ſaid of another may the moſt pro- 
perly in the world be ly d to > him, on this 
occaſion. 


Envy itſelf is dumb, 8 wonder boft, | 
And Factions firive, who ſhall applaud him moſt. 
The numerous and violent claps of the 
. on the one ſide of the theatre, were 
eccho d 


— — „„ — 9 1 8 ad —_— ae Ot * * 
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eccho d back by the Tories on Frere while 5 
cern to end "their applauſe e more 
from the hand than the head. This was the 
1 too of the prologue writer a, who was 
4 d into a ſtanch hig, at almoſt every two 
Fare J believe you have heard, that after all 
the applauſes of the oppoſite faction, my Lord 
Bolingbroke ſent for Booth, who play d Cato, 
into the Box, between one of the acts, and 
preſented him with fifty guineas ; in acknow- 
ledgment (as he expreſs Tie it) for defending the 
cauſe of liberty ſo well againſt a Perpetual Dic- - 
|  tator. The whigs are unwilling to be diſtanc d 
this way, and therefore deſign a preſent to the 


2s with con- 


ſame Cato very ſpeedily ; in the mean time they 


are getting ready as good a ſentence as the for- 


mer on their fide : ſo betwixt them, tis proba» 


ble that Cato (as Dr. Garth expreſs'd it) may 
have nn er he _ 
Iam 

Fam 


- 
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FROM enn v. TROMBULL. "ſ 


LETTER 1 a 
| From Sir WILIIAu N sbad ä 


1  Ealtharaſtead, Feb. 22, 1714-15. | 
A M fenfibl y oblig d, dear Sir, by your kind 
A preſent of the Temple of Fame, into which 
_ you are already enter d, and I dare prophecy 
for once (tho I am not much given to it) that 
you will continue there, with thoſe, 

Whe ever new, not ſubject to decays, 

Spread and grow brighter with the length of days. 
There was nothing wanting to compleat your 
obliging remembrance of me, but your accom 
panying it with your poem; your Jong abſence | 
being much the ſevereſt part of the winter. I 
am truly ſorry that your time, which yon can 
employ ſo much better, ſhould be ſpent in the 
drudgery of correcting the printers ; for as to 
what you have done yourſelf, there will nothing 
of that nature be neceſſary. I wiſh you could 
find a few minutes leifare to let me hear from 
ydu ſometimes, and to acquaint me how your 
Horner draws on towards a publication, and all 
things relating thereanto. | 4 
I intreat you to retum my tunable den 
Mr. Jervas. I ſtill flatter myſelf that he will 
take an opportunity, in a proper ſeaſon, to ſee 
By ed Fo td: Go | | Us, 
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= © and review his picture, and then to ar 
ſome things, ſo as to pleaſe himſelf; which I 
know will not be, till every thing in itis perfect; 
no more than I can be, till you believe me to 
be with that fincerity,and eſteem, that I am, 
and will ever continue, Pn: moſt ae 
friend, „ e 


1 
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LETTER VII. 


„ 


Der 165 1715. 


. was one of the Enigma s of Pythagoras, 
« When the winds riſe, worſhip the Echo.” 

A modern writer explains this to ſignify, * When 
popular tumults begin, retire to ſolitudes, or 
ee ſuch places where Echo's are commonly 
4 found, rocks, woods, &c.” I am rather of : 
opinion it ſhould be interpreted, When 
c rumours increaſe, and when there is abundance 
<« of noiſe and clamour, | believe the ſecond 
tc report:” This I think agrees more exactly 

with the echo, and is the more natural applica- 
tion of the ſymbol. However it be, either of 
theſe precepts is extremely proper to be followed 
at this ſeaſon ; and I cannot but applaud your 
reſolution of continuing in what you call your 
cave in the foreſt, this winter; and preferring 


1 noiſe of breaking ice, to that of breaking . 


FROM: 1818 W. FUr. 341 


ſtateſmen, the rage of ſtorms to that of parties, 
che fury and ravage of floods and tempeſts, to 
the precipitancy of ſome, and the ruin of others, 
which, T fear, will Be our "daily projets — 
London. ane 

1 ſincerely wiſh myſelf With you, to con- 
template the wonders of God in the firmament, 

rather than the madneſs of man on the earth. 

But I never had ſo much cauſe as now to com- 

plain of my poetical ſtar, that fixes me, at this 
tumultuous time, to attend the gingling of 
rhymes and the meaſuring of ſyllables: to be 
almoſt the only trifler in the nation ; and as ridi- 
culous as the poet in Petronius, who, while all 
the reſt in the ſhip were either labouring or pray- 
ing for life, was ſcratching his head in a little 
room, to write a fine deſcription of the tempeſt. 

' You tell me, you like the ſound of no arms 
but thoſe of Achilles: for my part I like them 
as little as any other arms. I liſted myſelf in 
the battles'of Homer, and J am no ſooner in 
war, but like wol other folks, I with N 
out again. 

4 heartily ) Join with you in wits Quiet to 
our native country : Quiet i in the ſtate, which, _ 
like Charity in religion, is too much the perfec- 
tion and happineſs of either, to be broken or 
violated on any pretence or proſpect whatſoever. 
F. ire and ſword, and fire * fasgot, are equally 

my 


and for oppoſite religions, with great ſincerity. 
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my averſion. eee eee 


I think to be a lover of one's country is a glori- | 
ous elogy, eee 
as to be a lover of mankind. — 
e eee de 00 
. minations, and join your health with that of the 
whole world ; a truly catholic health, which | 
far excels the poor narrow-ſpirited, ridiculous 
healths now in faſhion, to this church, or that 
church. Whatever our teachers may fay; they 
muſt give us leave at leaſt to with generouſly. 
Theſe, dear Sir, are my general — : 
but whenever I pray or wiſh for particulars, you 
are one of the Alt in the thought 2nd abe. 
tons of 7 


Kos Your, &c. 5 
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From Sir WilLiaM TRUMBULL. 
3 


mn Fan. 19 1715-16. : 

- Should be aſham'd of my long idleneſs, in 

not acknowledging your kind advice about 

Echo, and your moſt ingenious explanation of 

© RG PPAR tumults * which I on to . 
| „ 00- 
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be very uſeful; and yet give me leave to tell 
you, that I keep myſelf to a ſhorter receipt of 


5 the ſame Pythagoras, which is Silence; and this 


I ſhall obſerve, if not the. whale time. of ul 
— diſcipline, yet at leaſt till your return into this 
country. I am obliged further to this method, 
by the moſt. ſevere weather I ever felt; when, 
tho I keep as near by the fire-fide as may be, 
yet gelidus concrevit frigore ſanguis; and often 
I apprehend the circulation of the blood begins 
to be ſtop d. I have further great loſſes (to a 
poor farmer) of my poor oxen Nuten eum Pect- 
des, Sant circunzfuſa -prumss Ore: * 
baum, &c. 
Pray comfort me if you can, by talling me 
that your ſecond volume of Homer is not 
frozen; for it muſt be expreſs'd very poetically, 
to ſay now, that the preſſes ſweat. 
I cannot forbear to add a piece of artifice 1 
have been guilty of on occaſion of my being 
obliged to congratulate the birth-day of a friend 
of mine; when finding I had no materials of 
my own, I very frankly ſent him your imitation = 
wh nan + 
. his 


Jan mumerat placido felix Antonius avo, Ec. 
4 At length my Friend (while time with ſtill career 
Waits on his gentle wing his eightieth year) 


Nor dab days ſafe out of Fortune's pow'r, 
a * Fate $ uncertain hour; 


Reviews 
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| — has been applauded ſo much, chat Lam in . 
danger of commencing Poet, perhaps laureat, 
(pray deſire my good friend Mr. Rowe to enter 
a caveat) provided you will further increaſe my - 

. ſtock in this bank. In which proceeding IT have 
laid the foundation of my eſtate, and as A 
as many others have begun theirs. But now 
being a little fearful, as young beginners often 
EE - I offer to you {for I have conceal'd the 
true author) whether you will give me orders to 
declare Who is the father of this fine child or 
not? Whatever you determine, my fingers, 
pen, and ink are fo frozen, that I cannot thank 
you more at large. You will een, this and 
or nay Dune? : 5 
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1 his is life, 350 in _ fri 8 2 
Finds not one moment he could wiſh away, 
Pleas'd with the ſeries of each happy day. 
Such, ſuch a man extends his life's ſhort 3 | | 
© And from the goal again renews the race : Hh 4 5 
For he lives twice, . F Fs 5 
r wall and oxy the ee Kü 
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perſecuted by fortune. This I knew not be- 
fore; if bad, His name had been ſrrurd in e 
Eflay, . for that önly raſon. I cant conceive 
what ground he has for ſo exceſſive a reſent- 
ment; nor imagine: how theſe b three lines can 
be called a reflection on his perſon, which only 
deſctibe him ſubject a little to anger on ſome 
occaſions. I have heard of combatants ſo very 
furious, as to fall down themſelyes with that 
very blow which they defign'd to lay heavy on 
their antagoniſt. But if Mr. Dennis's * 
proceeds only from a zeal to diſcourage | 


and unexperienced writers oo ſcribling, he 
 fthould frighten us with his verſe, not proſe : for 
I have often known, that, when all the pre- 
cepts in the world would not reclaim a ſinner, _ 
ſome very ſad example has done the buſineſs. 
Vet to give this man his due, he has objefte& 
to one or two lines with reaſon, and T will alter 
them in caſe of another edition; I will make 
my enemy do me a kindneſs where he meant 
an injury, and fo ſerve inſtead of a friend. 
What he obſerves at the bottom of page 20 of” 
his reflections, was objected to by yourſelf, and 
had been mended but for the haſte of the preſs : 
1 confeſs it what the Engliſh call a Bull, in the 
2 But . reddens at each word you . 


- 5 And ſtares tremendous with a threat'ning eye, 
Like ſome fierce _ in * tapeſtry. | 


expreſton 
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expreſſion, cho che ſenſe be manifeſt enough by 
Mr. Dennis's Bulls are ſeldom in whe cx vs 
they are generally in the ſenſe. 5 

I ſhall certainly never make we leaſt rept. 
to him; not only becauſe you adviſe me, but 
becauſe I have ever been of opinion, that, if a 
bool cant anſwer for itſelf to the public, "tis 

to no fort of purpoſe for its author to do it e. 
If Lam wrong in any ſentiment of that Eſſay, 
I proteſt ſincerely, I don't deſire all the world 
ſhould be deceived (which would be of very ill 
conſequence) merely that I myſelf may be 
thought right (which is of very little conſe- 
quence.) I would be the firſt to recant, for the 
benefit of others, and the glory of myſelf; for 
(as I take it) when a man owns himſelf to have 
been in an error, he does but tell you in other 
words, that he is wiſer than he was. But I 
lave had an advantage by the u, that 
book, which otherwiſe I never ſhould have 
known; it has been the W of making 
me friends and open abettors, of ſeveral gentle» 
men of known ſenſe agd wit; and of proving 


0 Tn works of Poetry and [ | of n or the defende of 
Amuſement, and generally in an Author's honeſt fame, 
Whatever concerns the Com- may ſometimes make it ne · 
Hoſt tien of a book, this rule | ceſſary, or expedient for him, 
is a very good one. In con- to anſwer ON: 
_ tr6verted Opinions the caſe is : to his book. | 
different. The 9 25 


. 
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to me what 1 have till now doubted, na 
writings are taken ſome notice of by the world, 
or I ſhould never be attacked thus in particular. 
IT have read that 'twas a cuſtom among the Ro- 
mans, while a General rode in triumph, to have 
the common ſoldiers in the ſtreets that railed at 
him and reproached him; to put him in mind, 
that tho' his ſervices were in the main approved 
and rewarded, nm 
han — hrs 
| You will fee by this, that whoever ſets up 
Grains ee en hen divas 
Nancy of a primitive Chriſtian, and be prepared 
to ſuffer martyrdom in the cauſe of it. But 
ſure this is the firſt time that a Wit was attacked 


for. his Religion, as, you'll find, I am moſt 
zealouſly in this treatiſe; and, you know, Sir, 


what alarms I have had from the d oppoſite ſide 
on this account. Have I not reaſon to N out 
with the poor fellow in Virgil, 

Qui jam miſero mibi denique gta? 

Cui negue apud Danaos uſquem locus, er ſuper 1 
Dardanidæ igfenſi pænas cum Janguine rnd. L 


Tis however my happineſs * r 
are impartial, 


* was alike to Latian and to Phrygian, 
Por you--well know, that Wit's of no Retigyon. 


e See de enſuing Leue. 


4 . 


The 
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| The manner in which Mr. P. ate. 


tural places, may ſhew how ay it 1 is to a ca- 

r to give a new ſenſe, or a new nonſenſe to 

any thing. And indeed his Wesen are 
not more wreſted from the genuine meaning, 

than theirs who ohjected to the heterodox parts, 


as they call them. 


Our friend the een of that "WY 0 


with the utmoſt candour and freedom has mo- 


deſtly told me what others thought, and ſnewn 


himſelf one (as he very well expreſſes it) rather 
of a number than a party. The only difference 


between us in relation to the Monks, is, that he 


thinks moſt ſorts of learning flouriſhed among 


them, and I am of opinion, that only ſome ſort 


of learning was bately kept alive by them: he 


believes that in the moſt natural and obvious | 


ſenſe, that line (A ſecond deluge learning over- 
run) will be underſtood of learning in general x 


and J fancy twill be underſtood only (as tis 


meant) of polite learning, criticiſm, poetry, &c. 
which is the only learning concerned in the 
ſubject of the Eſſay. It is true, that the monks 
did preſerve what learning there was, about 
Nicholas the fiſthis time; but thoſe who ſuc- 
ceeded fell into the depth of barbariſm, or at 


leaſt ſtood at a ſtay while others aroſe from 
e inſomuch that even Eraſmus and Reuch- 
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Un could hardly laugh them out of it. Fam 
highly obliged to the Abbe's zeal in my con- 
mendation, and goodneſs in not concealing what 

he thinks my error: And his teſtifying ſome 
eſteem for the book juſt at à time when his 
brethren” raiſed a clamour ee is . 
eee eneroſity 


LETTER TT " 
10 the fame. | . 
er 18. el. 


* your laft you informed me of the miſtaken 
real of ſome people, who ſeem to make it 
no leſs their buſineſs to perſuade men they are 
erroneous, than doctors do that they are fick; 

only that they may magnify their own cure, arid 
triumph over an imaginary diſtemper. The 
fimile objeQed to in my Eflay, , = 


% hs oor. 
Jo one ſmall ſect, and all are damm d befide:) 


plainly concludes at this ſecond line, has | 
| ſtands a full ſtop: and what follows (Meanly = 
they ſeek; &c.) ſpeaks only of wit (which is 
meant by that bleſſing, and that ſun) fos how 
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can che fun of Faith be faid to füblime ths 


1 and to ripen the genius b of 
n climates? I fear, theſe gentlemen un- 


— gratmmnar as little as they do criticiſm: 


and, perhaps, out of good-nature to the monks, 


are willing to take from them the cenſure of 


ignorance, and to have it to themſelves. The 
word they refers (as, I am fure, I meant, and as 


F thought every one muſt have known) to thoſe 
Critics there ſpoken of, 'who are partial to ſome 


particular ſet of writers, to the prejudice of all 
others. And the very fimile itſelf, if twice 
read, may convince them, that the cenſure 


here of damning, lies not on our church at all, 
unleſs they call our church one fnall ſe# : and 
che cautious words (by each man) manifeſtly 
| thow it a general reflection on all ſuch (who- 


ever they are) who' entertain thoſe narrow and 


limited notions of the mercy of the Almighty; 


which the reformed miniſters and preſbyterians 


are as guilty of as any people living. 


Vet after all, I promiſe you, Sir, if the altera- 


4 of a word or two will gratify any man of 
' found faith, tho' weak underſtanding, T will 
(though it were from no other principle than 


that of common good- nature) comply with it. 
And if yeu pleaſe Jak to particularize the ſpot 


* f 
27 


where their objection lies (for it. is in a very 
1 narrow — that e tho' it 


be 


gf 
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2 a little pebble, e 
i If the heat of theſe good diſputants 
9 5 am afraid, being bred up to wrangle 
in the ſchools, cannot get rid of the humour 
all their lives) ſhould proceerl ſo far as to per- 
ſonal — oi upon me, I aſſure you, _ 
withſtanding, I will do or ſay nothing, how- 
ever provok'd (for ſome people can no more 


provoke than oblige) that is unbecoming the 


true character of a Catholic, I will ſet before 
me the example of that great man, and great 
aint, Eraſmus ; who in the midſt of calumny 
proceeded with all the calmneſs of i innocence ?, 
and the unrevenging ſpirit of primitive chriſtia . 
nity. However, I would adyiſe them to ſuffer 
the mention of him to paſs ppregarded, left I 
ſhould be forced to do that for his reputation 


| which I would neyer do for my own; I mean,. 


to vindicate ſo great a light of our church from 

the malice of paſt times, and the ignorance of 
the preſent, in a language which may extend 
farther than that in which the trifle about criti- _ 
ciſm is written. I wiſh theſe gentlemen would 
be contented with finding fault with me only 
| who will ſubmit o them "ps or wrong, as 


prelate bad provoked the 5 
incomparable man, by the 


I dubrthis is not ſiidly 
E : . 
abuſe. | 


true. See his Anſwers to Lee, 
archbiſhop c of York. Tho' it 
muſt be owned ESI) . 
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far as I only am concerned; I have a greater | 
3 mankind than to diſturb 
- it for things of ſo litle conſequence as my credit, 
and my ſenſe. A little humility can do a poet 
no hurt, and a little charity would do a prieſt 
none: for, as St. Auſtin finely ſays, Ub: . 
15 Am 3 ** Alus, ih 


2 


1 £25 
. 
. Ll 


. 5 4 
— 8 — * — 
1 
D ION 


o 
* „ 
— 

o 


2 - 
I 4 ” * 
7550 * 18 1 *% ” ' 5 i 7 . wh . £49 3 2 * 
. * + 2 0 * I Fy R. 
— — — a e eee eee 3 
0 x * 2 * ＋ . 5 % 3%" 
; 4 "IF 4 =) 3 þ Py 2 yr $5. 3h p 4 wo i 4 
» 4 r 
* 914 
# 
” 4 
. 


107 1 19, 171 "op 
' HE concern 7 you more than ſeem 
1 do be affected with for my reputation, by 
dhe ſeveral accounts you have fo obligingly given 
of what. reports and cenſures the holy Vandals 
have thought fit to to paſs uon, me, makes me 
deſirous of telling ſo f 2 friend my whole 
thoughts of this matter; and; of ſetting before. 
a in a clear light, the true ſtate of it. 

I have ever believed the beſt piece of ſervice 
one could do to our religion, - was, openly to ex- 
press our deteſtation and, ſcorn of all thoſe mean 
 preifices: and fre fraudes, which it ftands ſo little 
in need oF, Ne be CO NERO. 7 
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Nothing has been fo muck a 

pon as that too peremptory and — a 

aſſertion of an utter impoſſibility of ſalvation to 

all but ourſelves: invincible ignorance excepted, 

vrhich indeed ſome people define under ſo great 

limitations, and with ſuch excluſions, that it 

ſeems as if that word were rather invented as a 

ſalvo, or expedient, not to be thought too bold 

with the thunder-bolts of God (which are hucl'd 

about ſo freely on almoſt all mankind by the 

hands of eccleſiaſtics) than as a real exception to 

almoſt univerſal damnation. For beſides the ſmall 
number of the truly faithful in our Church, we 

muſt again ſubdivide; the Janſeniſt is damn'd 

by the Jeſuit, the Jeſuit by the i, mo 

Scotiſt by the Thomiſt, and fo forth. ; 

There may be Errors, I grant, but . 

think them of ſuch conſequence as to deſtroy 

_ utterly the charity of mankind ; the very greateſt 

bond in which we are engaged by God to one 

another: therefore, Lon to you, I was glad 

of any opportunity to expreſs my diflike of ſo 

| Gocking a ſentiment as thoſe-of the religion 4 

profeſs are commonly charged with; and I 

Hoped, a flight inſinuation, introduced ſo eaſii 

dy a caſual fimilitade only, could never have 

_ given offence; - but on the contrary miſt Oe. 1 's 

have. done good in a nation and time, wherein 

we are N infalleF FUE a” 
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Beg of the — which 

manifeſt a truth to be denied, Parra 
ſort reflect upon the profeſſors of our 
faith, who are free from it. Our ſilence in 
theſe points may, with' ſome reaſon, make our 


bigotries; which yet in reality all good and ſen- 
fible men deſpiſe, tho' they are perſuaded not 
to ſpeak: againſt them, I can't tell why, ſinee 
now tis no way the intereſt even of the worſt 
of our prieſthood (as it might have been then) 

to have them ſmothered in ſilence : For, as the 
oppoſite ſects are now ing, tis too late 


to hinder our church from being landerd; tis 
our buſineſs now to vindicate ourſelves from 


being thought abettors of what they charge us 
with. This can't ſo well be brought about 
with n faces; we naſe my Wan them 
an, i rl r 

3 As rege yo cannot but hue ob- 
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eben that was » beyond contradiQtion- 
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— and wee ee indent a little 

ſtubborn, 95 not — to give way to every body) 
next the mention of Superſtition muſt become 
a crime; as if Religion and ſhe were ſiſters, 

or that it were a ſcandal upon the family of | 
- Chriſt, to ſay a word againſt the devil's baſtard. 

Afterwards, - more miſchief is diſcover d in a 
place that ſeemed innocent at firſt,” the two lines 
about Schiſmatics. An ordinary man would 
imagine * aptbor. plainly declared - againſt 
thoſe ſchiſmatics, for quitting the true faith out 
of a 2 jr: the underſtanding of ſome 
few of its believers: but theſe believers are 
called. dull, and. becauſe. I ſay that thoſe {chi(-. 
matics think . ſome , believers. dull, therefore 
theſe charitable interpreters of my meaning will. 
have it, that I think all believers dull. Lwas, 
lately telling Mr, ** theſe. objections: Wh 

aſſured me I had ſaid nothing which a catholic. | 
need to diſown; and I have cauſe to know that 
gentleman's fault (if he has any) is not want of 
zeal : He put a notion into my head, which, 
I confeſs, I cant but acquieſce in; that when a 
ſet of people are piqued. at any truth which they 
think to their own: diſadvantage, their method 
of revenge on the truth-ſpeaker is to attack his 
ee a by- way, and not openly to 3 25 
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to the place they are really galled by: what 
theſe therefore (in his opinion) aol chin 


angry at, is, that Eraſmus, whom their tribe 


oppreſſed and perſecuted, ſhould be vindicated 


| after an age of obloquy by one of their own | 


people, willing to utter an honeſt truth in be- 
half of the dead ; whom no man fure will flat- 
ter, and to whom few will do juſtice. Others, 
you know, were as angry that I mentioned Mr. 
_ Walſh with honour ; who as he never refuſed 
to any one of merit of any party the praiſe due 
to him, ſo honeſtly deſerved it from all others, 
tho of ever ſo different intereſts or ſentiments. 
May I be ever guilty of this ſort of liberty, and 
latitude of principle; which gives us the hardi- 


neſs of. ſpeaking well of thoſe whom envy op- 


preſſes even after death. As I would always 
ſpeak well of my living friends when they are 
abſent, nay becauſe they are abſent, ſo would 
I much more of the dead, in that eternal ab- 


ſence; and the rather becauſe 1 expect no 


thanks for it. 
Thus, Sir, you Gon I do in my , confine 
perſiſt in what I have written; yet in my 
1 friendſhip I will recant and alter whatever you 
_ - pleaſe, in caſe of a ſecond: edition (which 1 
think the book will not fo ſoon arrive at, for 
Tonſon's printer told me he drew off a thouſand 
_ * and, I fancy, 2 
treatiſe 
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as which not on > gentleman 
in chreeſcore even of a liberal education can 
underſtand, can hardly exceed the vent of that 
mumber.) You ſhall find me a true Trojan: in 

_ any faith — in ad en en 
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4. * T T ER. Iv. 
To my Lord Lans bow, 


7 5 3 03 Binfield. Jan; 10 A 
Thank you. for having given my poem of 
Windſor Foreſt its greateſt ornament, that 
of bearing your name in the front of it. Tis 
done thing when a perſon of true merit permits 
us to have the honour of drawing him as like 
as we can; and another, when we make a fine 
thing at random, and perſuade the next vain 
creature we can find that tis his own hkeneſs ; 
| which is the caſe every day of my fellow. 
ſeriblers. Yet, my Lord, this honour has given 
me no -more pride than your honours have 
given you; but it affords me a great deal of 
_ pleaſure, which is much better than 2 great 


904 deal of Pride; and it indeed would give me 
= ſome pain, if T was not ſure of one advantage; 
a hat whereas others are "offended if they have 


not 
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res do. — injucy in wy word, as 
2 —— rn own thoughts. 


hs ae ng IT 5 the truth 
to gratify you: This I- beg may be the free 
correction of theſe verſes, which will have few 
beauties, but what may be made by your blots. 
I am in the circumſtance of an ordinary painter 
touches of his own could make the piece very 
valuable. I might then hope, that many years 
hence the world might ne in eee 


| Fur: name, that of „ 
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MN 23; 7 8 71 2. 
"AM very gad for. the fake of the widow, 
and for the credit of the deceaſed, that a Bet=- 
rectqn' remains are fallen into woch hands as 
* A' Tranſlation of [= in a Miſcellany with 


Fi of Chaucer's Canterbury | ſome works of Mr. Pope, in 
yy the — Kc. 2 Vol. 120 by B. Lintot. P. 


may 
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; meat the oi: Beſides — — 
quaintance I long had with that poor man, I alſo 
had a ſlender knowledge of his parts and capacity | 
by private converſation, and ever thought it pity 

| he was neceſſitated by the ſtraitneſs of his for- 

tune, to act (and eſpecially to his lateſt hours) an 
 Imaginary-and fictitious part, who was capable 
of exhibiting a real one, with credit to himſelf, 
and advantage to his neighbour... 

| I hope your health permitted y ou to exceute 
your deſign of giving us an imitation of Pollio; 
I am fatisfied it will be doubly divine, and I 
ſhall long to ſee it. I ever thought church- 


muſic the moſt raviſhing of all harmonious 


compoſitions, and muſt alſo believe ſacted ſub- 
jects, well handled, the moſt inſpiring of all 


FA where hangs the Lack now? (tho I 

know, that rather than draw any juſt reflection 

upon yourſelf of the leaſt ſhadow of ill- nature, 
you would freely have ſuppreſs'd one of the 

beſt of poems.) I hear no more of it—will it 

come out in Lintot's Miſcellany or not? I wrote 


to Lord Petre upon the ſubject of the Lock, = 


ſome time ſince, but have as yet had no anſwer, 
nor indeed do I know when he'll be in Lon- 

don. I have, ſince I faw you, correſponded. 
wih Mrs. W. I hope ſhe is now with her 
. 


\ Had cath — hither was: me- 
thing facilitated by my writing y 2 

preſſingly as poſſible, not to let any thing i 
ever obſtruct it. 1 ſent her obliging anſwer to 
the party it moſt concern d; and when I hear 
Mrs. W. is certainly there, Iwill write again 
to my Lady, to urge as much as poſfible the 
effecting the only thing that in my opinion can 
eee eee 


. 2 „ 


— & 


T.is not atten always have 


* anſwer your obliging letter, but the 
ion leſt your charitable intent of writs 
— to. my lady A. en M. W-—'s affair ſhould 
She went thither on the 25th with that mixture 
of expectation and me with which people 
uſually go into unknown or half- diſcover d 
. countries, utterly ignorant of the diſpoſitions of 
* inhabitants, and the treatment they are to 
Vor. VII. F meet 


b 28, 1712. 15 


of converling with you, that makes me ſo 
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meet 5 The unſortunate of all wk are 
the moſt unfit to be left alone; yet, we ſee, the 
world generally takes care they ſhall be ſo; 
whereas, if we took a conſiderate proſpect of 
the world, the buſineſs and ſtudy of the happy 
and eaſy ſhould be to divert and humour, as 
well as comfort and pity, the diſtreſſed. 
cannot therefore excuſe ſome near Allies of 
mine for their conduct of late towards this 
lady, which has given me a great deal of anger 
as well as ſorrow : all I ſhall ſay to you of them 
at preſent is, that they have not been my Rela- 
tions theſe two months. The conſent of opi- 
nions in our minds, is certainly a nearer tye 
than can be contracted by all the blood in our 
bodies; and I am proud of finding I have ſome- 
thing congenial with you. Will you permit me 
to confeſs to you, that all the favours and kind 
offices you have ſhewn towards me, have not 
ſo ſtrongly. cemented me yours, as the diſcovery 
of that generous and manly compaſſion you 
manifeſted in the caſe of this unhappy lady ? 
I am. afraid to inſinuate to you how much I 
+ efteem you: Flatterers have taken up the ſtyle 
which was once peculiar to friends, and an 
honeſt man has now no way left to expreſs him- 
ſelf beſides the common one of knaves: ſo 
that true friends now-a-days differ in their 
addreſs from flatterers, much as right maſtiffs 
5 4 ; | | EN 1 "Ns do 
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do from ſpaniels, and "ſhow: themſelves by a 
dumb ſurly fort of fidelity, rather than by a 


complaiſant and open kindneſs, — Will you 
never leave commending my poetry? In fair 


truth, Sir, I like it but too well myſelf already: 


expoſe me no more, I beg you, to the great 


danger of Vanity, (the rock of all men, but 


moſt of young men) and be kindly content for 
the future, when you would pleaſe me tho- 
roughly, to Lp ny you like what I write. 
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requeſt I have often made you, for you 
— ſhown me, I muſt confeſs, ſeveral of my 


faults in the fight of thoſe letters. Upon a review 
of them, I find many things that would give 


me ſhame, if I were not more deſirous to be 
thought honeſt than prudent ; ſo many things 
freely thrown out, ſuch lengths of unreſerved 
friendſhip, thoughts juſt warm from the brain, 
without any poliſhing or dreſs, the very diſ- 
habile of the underſtanding. You have proved 


yourſelf more tender of another's embryos than 


| the fondeſt mothers are of their own, for you 


. „ have 


ou have at length complied with the 
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have preſerv d every thing that I miſcarried "_ 
Since I know this, I ſhall in one reſpect be more 
afraid of writing to you than ever, at this care- / 
leſs rate, becauſe I ſee my evil works may again 
riſe in judgment againſt me; yet in another 
reſpe& I ſhall be leſs afraid, fince this has given 
„ indulgence 
you afford to my ſlighteſt thoughts. The revi- 


ſal of theſe letters has been a kind of examina- 


tion of conſcience to me; fo fairly and faith- 
fully have I ſet. down in them from time to 
time the true and undiſguiſed ſtate of my mind. 


But I find, chat theſe, which were intended 


as ſketches of my friendſhip, give as imperfect 


images of it, as the little landſcapes we com- 
monly ſee in black and white do of a beautiful 


country; they can repreſent but a very ſtatl” | 


part nee ived of the life and 
luſtre of nature. I perceiv'd that the more I 
endeavour'd to render manifeſt the real affection 
and value I ever had for you, I did but injure 
it by repreſenting leſs and leſs of it: as: glaſſes 
which are deſign d to make an object very clear, 
generally contract it. Vet, as when people 
| have a full idea of a thing firſt upon their own 
knowledge, the leaſt traces of it ſerve to refreſh 
the remembrance, and are not diſpleaſing on 
| that ſcore; fo, I hope, the foreknowledge you 


* 
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had of my eſteem for you, is the reaſon that 


E do not diſlike my letters. 
They will not be of an any great 3 (I find) 
in the defign I menti to you: 1 believe I 


had better ſteal from a richer man, and plunder 
your letters (which I have kept as carefully as I 


would Letters Patents, fince they intitle me o 
what I more value than titles of honour,) You 


have ſome cauſe to apprehend this uſage from 


me, if wins ng" true, thatT am a great 
borrower ; however I have hitherto had the 
luck that none of my creditors have challenged 


me for it: and thoſe who ſay it are ſuch, whoſe 
writings no man ever borrow'd from, ſo have 


the leaſt reaſon to complain; and whoſe works 


their own Another has boen pleas'dto declare 


verily believe theirs were never correRted by 


any man; but indeed if mine have not, 'twas 
not my fault; I have endeavour'd my utmoſt 
that they ſhould. But theſe things are only 


whiſper” d, and I will not encroach upon Bays's 
province and pen-whrſpers, ſo haſten to con- 


Ont. 
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LETTER VIII. 9 
From my Lord LAxSDOWN, | 


o8. 21, ms. 


AM pleasd beyond meaſure with your 
1 deſign of tranſlating Homer. The trials 
which you have already made and publiſhed on 
ſome parts of that author, have ſhewn that you 
are equal to ſo great a taſk ; and you may 
therefore depend upon the utmoſt ſervices I can 
do you in promoting this work, or any thing 
that may be for your ſervice. | 
J hope Mr. Stafford, for whom you was 
N pleas'd to concern yourſelf, has had the good 
effects of the N Grace to him. I had 


notice the night before I began my journey, 


that her Majeſty had not only directed his par- 
don, but order d a Writ for reverſin 8 bis C Out- 


lawry. 
| 8 . 
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ö 
* To General ANTHONY. OO. = | 


| Upon his having rranſlated into French Verſe the 
5 1 on N e | 


08. 10, 17 I 5 
2 1 od W Gs or (if you will 

J allow me to ſay it) tranſlate the ſentiments 
of my heart as you have done thoſe of my 
head, in your excellent verſion of my Eſſay; 

I ſhould not only appear the beſt writer in the 

world, but, what I much more deſire to be 

thought, the moſt your ſervant of any.. man 
living. Tis an advantage very rarely known, 
to receive at once, a great honour and a great 

improvement. This, Sir, you have afforded 
me, having at the ſame time, made others take 
my ſenſe, and taught me to underſtand my 
_ own; if I may call that my own which is in- 

deed more properly yours. Your verſes are no 

more a tranſlation of mine, than Virgil's are of 

Homer's; but are, like his, the juſteſt imita- 

tion and the nobleſt Commentary. 

In putting me into a French dreſs, you * 

not only adorned my outſide, but mended my 

ſhape ; and, if Iam now a good figure, I muſt 

Author of the Memoirs . and other pieces df -, 

« the Count de Gramont, | note in French. P. 


1 „„ conſider 


f | ne N * 


LETT BR8 26. Se. 


Me you have naturaliz'd me into a country 
which is famous for making every man a fine 
gentleman. It is by your means, that contrary | 
to moſt yaung travellers) Iam come back BOY | 
better than T went out. 5 1 
I cannot but wiſh we had a bill of commerce 
for tranſlation eftabliſhed the next parliament 
we could not fail of being gainers by that, nor 
of making ourſelves: amends for any thing we 
have loſt by the war. Nay, tho' we ſhould 
inſiſt upon the demoliſhing of Boileau's works, 
the French, as long as they have writers of 
your form, might have as good an equivalent. 
Upon the whole, I am really as proud, as our 
- miniſters ought to be, of the terms I have 
gain'd from abroad; and I deſign, like them, 
to publiſh ſpeedily to the world the benefits 
accruing from them; for I cannot refiſt. he 
temptation of printing your admirable 
tion here b; to which if you will bs oobliging 
to give me leave to prefix your name, it will be 
the only addition you can make to me honour 
already done me. 1 am : 
. 1 | Your, be. 
| b This was never done, fit, printed in quarto at 
for the two printed French | Amſterdam, and at London 


_ verſions are neither of this | 1717. The other by the 
hand, The one was done by | Abbe Reſnel, in oftavo with 
Monhbeur Roboton, private | a large preface and notes, at 
—_ to King George the | Paris, „ 
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Mr. STzELE® to Mr. Porn, 
A ee OE June I, 1712. 


AM at a ſolitude, an houſe between Hamp- 
ſtead and London, wherein Sir Charles Sed 
ley died. This circumſtance ſet me a thinking 
and ruminating upon the employments in which 
men. of wit exerciſe themſelyes. It was faid 
les, who breath'd. his laſt in this 


Sedlley has that prevailing gentle art, | © 
Which can with a refiftleſs charm impart © 
The loge wiſhes to the chaſteft bert; 
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| Raiſe ſuch a conflict, kindle ſuch a _— 

' Between declining Virtue and Defire,” © 

Till the poor vanguiſhd Maid diſſolues away _ 

In dreams all night, in fighs and tears all day. 
This was a happy talent to a man of the town, 
but, I dare ſay, without preſuming to make 
uncharitable conjectures on the author's preſent 
condition, he would rather * bad * ſaid FRE 
him that- he had pray d, . 

Ob thou my voice infoire, be 0s 

Who touch d Tatah's hallow'd lips with fire J. 

+ have turn'd to every verſe and chapter, and 
TEES you have preſery'd the ſublime heavenly. 
ſpirit throughout the whole, eſpecially at 

Hark, a glad voice and The lamb with wolves 
ſhall graze——There' is but one line which 1 | 
think is below the original, | 


He wipes the tears For ever from our Hes. a 


You have. expreſs d it with a good and pious, 

but not ſo exalted and Poetical a ſpirit as the 
' prophet, The Lord God will wife away tears 
From off all Faces. If you agree with me in 
this, alter it by way of paraphraſe or atherwile, 
that when it comes into a volume it may be 
amended. Your ren. is e than 
* Pollio, Mam 2 Bas 

| | Your, & 


"LET- 


1 LETTER u 

n "The: Anſwer. A 

= June 33, 3 
ov hn obliged e very kind 


letter, by which I find you ſhiſt the 
ſoon of your life from the town to the country, 


and enjoy that mix d ſtate which wiſe men both 


delight in, and are qualified for. Methinks 
the moraliſts and Philoſophers have generall 
run too much into extremes in commending 
entirely either ſolitude, or public life. In the 
former, men for the moſt part grow uſeleſs by 


too much reſt, and in the latter are deſtroyd 


by too much precipitation; as waters lying ſtill, 
putrify, and are good for nothing, and running 
violently on do but the more miſchief in their 
| paſlage to others, and are ſwallow'd up and 
loſt the ſooner themſelves. Thoſe 2 who 
can be uſeful to all ſtates, ſhould be like gentle 
ſtreams, that not only glide thro lonely valleys 
and foreſts amidſt the flocks and the ſhepherds, 
but viſit populous towns in their courſe, and are 
at once of ornament and ſervice to them. But 


there are another ſort of people who ſeem _ 


deſign'd for ſolitude, ſuch, I mean, as have 


more to hide than to ſhow. As for my own 


5 I am one of theſe of whom Seneca ſays, 
9 am 
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Tam umbratiles ſunt, ut putent in turbido of guic- 
' _ quid in luce eff. Some men, like ſome pictures, 


are fitter for a corner than a full light; and, I 
believe, ſuch as have a natural bent to ſolitude 
(to carry on the former ſimilitude) are like 
waters, which may be forced into fountains, 


and exalted into a great height, may make a ; ; 


noble figure and a louder noiſe, but after all 
they would run more ſmoothly, quietly, and 
plentifully, in their own natural courſe upon 
the ground . The conſideration of this would 
make me very well contented with the poſſeſ-— 
Hon only of that Quiet which Cowley calls the 
companion of Obſcurity. But whoever has the 
| Muſes too for his companions, can never be 
idle enough, to be uneaſy. Thus, Sir, you 
ſe, I would flatter myſelf into a good opinion 
of my own way of Wing. Plutarch quſt now 
told me, that tis in human life as in a game at 
tables, where a man may wiſh for the higheſt 
caſt, but, if his chance be otherwiſe, he is Cen 
to play.it as well as The can, 222 to make che 5 
gs of it. L we | 


br Oe &c. | 5 


we. The ben Gin. fnd cher in cheverſiieation 

tudesour Author had put into | very diſtin& from the reſt of 
verſe ſome years before, and that poem. See his poſthu- 
inſerted into Mr. Wycherley's mous works, octavo, Page 
poem on Mix'd Life, We 3 and 4 P, 


LET. 


FROM Me. 8 TEELE. 21 8 


rA WM. Tg 
: To Mr. srazz. = 1 


| "Jabs. 15, 1712. f 
o e obſery'd to me that nothing 


1 made a more ridiculous figure in a man's 
lie than the diſparity we often find in him 
ſick and well; thus one of an unfortunate con- 


ſtitution is perpetually exhibiting a miſerable 


example of the weakneſs of his mind, and of 
his body, in their turns. I have had frequent 

opportunities of late to conſider myſelf in theſe 
different views, and, I hope, have receivd 
ſome advantage by it, 25 . Waller N be 


true, that 


The ſoul s dark cottage, batter'd and decay d, 
| Letsinnew Light thro' chinks that time has made. 


Then ſurely ſickneſs, contributing no leſs than 


old age to the ſhaking down this ſcaffolding of 


the body, may diſcover the inward ſtructure 


more plainly. Sickneſs is a fort of early old 
dence: in our earthly 


age; it teaches us a dif 


Nate, and inſpires us with the thoughts of a 
future, better than a thouſand volumes of phi- 
loſophers and divines. It gives fo. warning a 
ncuffion to 3 

7 | Ty 
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firength and youth, that we think of fortifying 5 
ourſelves within, when there is ſo little depend- 


ance upon our out-works. Youth at the very | 


beſt is but a betrayer of human life in a gentler 
and ſmoother manner than age: tis like a ſtream. 
that nouriſhes a plant upon a bank, and cauſes it 
_ to flouriſh and bloſſom to the fight, but at tie 
ſame time is undermining it at the root in ſecret. 
My youth has dealt more fairly and openly with 
me, it has afforded ſeveral proſpects of my 
danger, and given me an advantage not very 
common to young men, that the attractions of 
the world have not dazzled me very much; and 
I begin, where moſt people end, with a full 
conviction of the emptineſs: of all forts of am- 
bition, and the unſatisfactory nature of all 
human pleaſures. When a ſmart fit of ſickneſs 
tells me this ſcurvy tenement of my body will 
fall in a little time, I am e'en as unconcern'd 
as was that honeſt Hibernian, who being in 
bed in the great ſtorm ſome years ago, and told 
the houſe would tumble over his head, made 
anſwer, What care I for the houſe? I am only 
a lodger. I fancy tis the beſt time to die when 
one is in the beſt humour; and fo exceſſively 
weak as I now am, I may ſay with conſcience, 
that I am not at all uneaſy at the thought, that 
many men, whom I never had any eſteem for, 
are pg to enjoy this n after me. When. I 
reflect i 
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reflect what an inconſiderable little atom every 
"His man is, with reſpect to the whole crea- 
tion, methinks, tis a ſhame to be concern d at 
the removal of ſuch a trivial animal as I am. 
The morning after my exit, the ſun will riſe as 
bright as ever, the flowers ſmell as ſweet, the 
plants ſpring as green, the world will proceed 
in its old courſe, people will laugh as heartily, 
and marry as faſt, as they were us d to do. The 
memory of man (as it is elegantly expreſs d in 
the Book of Wiſdom) paſſeth away as the 
remembrance of a gueſt that tarrieth but one 
day. There are reaſons enough, in the fourth 
| chapter of the fame book, to make any young 
man contented with the proſpect of death. 
| «Far honourable age is not that which ſtandeth 
* in length of time, or is meaſur d by number 
tc of years. But wiſdom is the grey hair to 
« men, and an unſpotted life is old age. He 
« was taken away ſpeedily, leſt wickedneſs 
« ſhould alter his anderſtandin g. or deceit be- 
a. Ls 5 &c. Jam 1 | 


| Your, &c. | 
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a ny To Mr. TINY F | 
" Now. 75 1718. FR 


Was ee eee five or 
ſix men of ſome learning; where chancing 


Þ fxmenss wu lxning; hire tc 


ror Adrian ſpoke on his death-bed, they were 


all agreed that 'twas a piece of gaiety unworthy 


of that prince in thoſe circumſtances. I could 
not but differ from this: opinion :-methinks it 


was by no means à gay, but a very ſerious ſoli · : 


loquy to his foul at the point of its departuce ; 
in which ſenſe I naturally took the verſes at my 
firſt reading them, when I was very.young, and 


before e eee ee 
ger 7367 ae 


Auimula vagula, blandula, 

Hoſpes comeſgue corporis, x 

Que nunc abibis in laca 43 
Pallidula, rigida, nudula, 
Nec (ut ſoles) dabis oca ! 


« Alas, my ſoul ! thou pleaſing companion af | 
<« this body, thou fleeting thing that art now 
« deſerting it! whither art thou flying? to 
« whit unknown ſcene ? all trembling, fear- 

| | 9 


2 2 0 9 


ee ful and penſve ? what now is become of thy 


© former wit and humour? thou ſhalt jeſt ad 4 


* * 


ee he gay no more. 

T confeſs I cannot « apprehend hin les he 
trifling in all this: tis the moſt natural and 
öbvious reflection imaginable to a dying man: 
and if we conſider the Emperor was a heathen, 
that doubt concerning the future ſtate of his ſoul 
will ſeem ſo far from being the effect of want 
of thought, that *twas ſcarce reaſonable he 
ſhould think otherwiſe ; not to mention that 
here is a plain confeffion included of his belief 
in its immortality. The diminutive epithets of 


Vvagula, Handula, and the reſt, appear not to 


me as expreſſions of levity, but rather of en- 
dearment and concern; ſuch as we find in Ca- 
tullus, and the authors of Hendeca-/yllabi after 


him, where they are uſed to expreſs the utmoſt 


love and tenderneſs for their miſtreſſes If you 


think me'right in my notion of the laſt words of 
Adrian, be pleaſed to inſert it in the Spectator; 


if not, to ſuppreſs it. I am, &c. 


ApRIANI morientis Ad ANIMAM, 
TRANSLATED, | 


Ah fleeting ſpirit ! wand'rin ring fire, 

That long haſt warm'd my tender ny 
os thou no more this frame inſpire? 

No more a pleaſing chearful gueſt ? 


Fer, 1 Aud 


* £ A 
, 1 J 
Pans 


. . 
3 * Ae "WY gd . 2 * ; 8 
ͤ—— . ²—70ö‚ ans Be A rn rr 


TO 
PR 


Te I OY! 
22 
Ns * 


—U— — 


6 8 5 
» 
P n 
— p ⁵² Q V ee inet — Bother. 
I o 2 8 
— — » » * p 2 6 


4 
N 8 4 
— — — 2 — —— Ä 
a lt 0 3 — 4 * 
7 4 


— 


258 LETTERS roam «+ 
Whither, aft Whither art hou E ß, 
To what dark, undiſcover'd ſhore? 


Thou ſeem ſt all trembling, fhiv'ring, aying, 
"A WER Hutniour de no more! . 


LETTER . | 
Me. SER to Mr. Porz. A 


„ 12, 1712. 

T Have read o over ar Temple of Fame twice, 
and cannot find any thing amiſs, of weight 
enough to call a fault, but ſee in it a thouſand 
thouſand beauties. Mr. Addiſon ſhall ſee it to- 

Morrow: after his peruſal of it, I will let you 

know his thoughts. I deſire you would let me 

know whether you are at leiſure or not? I have 
a defign which I ſhall open a month or two 
hence, with the aſſiſtance of the few like your- 
ſelf. If your thoughts are unengaged, be | 
en Nb N I am 


| Your, Ge. 
— Fe n TPO EE: 
+ E 1 * T E R VI. 
The Anſwerr. 


Nov. 16, 1712. | 
YOU e me by the indulgence you 
have ſhewn t to e I ſent Ion but 
will 


bon Ma. STEELS. 0 
will oblige me much more by the mw erit 


I hope for from you: No errors are fo trividl, 


but they deſerve to be mended. But ſince you 


Hy you "ke nothing that may be ealled a fault, 


ean you but think it fo, that I have confin'd the 


 ittendance of 2 Guardian ſpirits to Heaven's fa- 
-Fourites only? T could point you to ſeveral, but 


tis my buſineſs to be inform d of thoſe faults 


I do not know; and as for thoſe I do, not tb 


talk of them, but to correct them: You ſpeak 


r P 


UF that poem in a ſtyle I neither merit, nor 


expect; ; but, I affure yay, if you freely Murk or i 
_ daſh out, I ſhall look upon your blots to be its 
greateſt beauties: 1 mean, if Mr. Addifon and 


yourſelf ſhould like it in the whole; otherwiſe 
the tronble of correction is what 1 would -not 
take, for I was really ſo diffident of it as to let 


it lie by me theſe b two years, juſt as you now * 


ſee it. I am afraid of nothing ſo much as to 


impoſe any thing on the world which is un- 


worthy of its acceptance. 
As to the laſt period of ur letter lefter; 1 Qhall 
be very ready and glad to nitribiſts to any 


deſign that tends to the advantage of mankind, 
which, I am ſure, r I wiſh 1 had ; 


hn bs int bb 10 be >. e He ahi 
found in the Temple of Fame, Poem was writ before the 


bar was the Poem here Lad. P. Was pn eds 
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but as "oh a as ; Jenks for. I am 
perfectly idle: bh gn I have not much e ca- 
pacity.) 

If you will entertain the beſt opinion of me, 
be pleas d to think me your friend. Aſſure 
1 5 Addiſon of my moſt faithful ſervice, of 
every one 8 eſteem he muſt be afſur'd already. 
Im | 


Your, &e. ; 


Li; T T E R VII. 
10 Mr. STEELE, 


Mar 29, 1712. '> 


A M forty y you - publiſhed that notion about 
L Adrian's. verſes as mine: had I imagined 
you would uſe my name, I ſhould have ex- 
preſs d iny ſentiments with more modeſty and 
diffidence. I only ſent it to have your opinion, 
and not to publiſh my own, which I diſtruſted. 
But, I think the ſuppoſition you draw from the 
notion of Adrian's being addicted to magic, is 
a little uncharitable, (“ that he might fear no 
e ſort of deity, good or bad”) ſince in the 
third verſe he plainly teſtifies his apprehenſion 
of a future ſtate, by being ſolicitous whither his 
foul was going. As to what you mention of 


4 4 


nd! Mz: STEELE.” \ alin 


| his uſing gay and ludierous expreſſions, I have. 
 own'd my opinion to be, that the expreſhons — 
are not ſo, but that diminutives are as often, in. 
the Latin tongue, uſed as marks of tenderneſs 
and concern, - _ | 
Anima is no more han my ſoul, animula has 
the force of my dear foul. To ſay virgo bella is 
not half ſo endearing as virguncula bellula ; and 
had Auguſtus only call d Horace Jepidum 0 
minem, it had amounted to no more than that 
he thought him a pleaſant fellow: 'twas the 
homuncialum that expreſs d the love and tender: 
neſs that great Emperor had for him. And 
perhaps I ſhould myſelf be much better pleas'd, 
if I were. told you call'd me your little friend, 
than if you complimented me with the title of 
a great genius, or an eminent hand, as Jacob 


A Jam, 5 7-56 


> 


— — —ma—U—⅛—̃ ſ— 
1. E TEN m. n 
From Mr./STEELE, - 


Dec. 4 171 8 

I8 i is to „e of you that you would 

| | pleaſe to make an Ode as cf a chearful, 
dyiny 8. Piri chat! is to to ay, the — Adrian a. 
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Animula vaguls put into two „ 
for muſic. If you comply with this, and ſend 
me word ſo, 87575 will __ particularly 2: gat 

2 TROY . 


Do not ſend you ana L vill ah but hips | 
42 already done the thing you defired of me, 
You have it (as Cowley calls it) juſt warm from 
the brain, It came to me. the firſt moment I 
Hy waked this morning: Yet, you'll ſee, it was not 

ſo abſolutely inſpiration, but that I had in my 
head not only the verſes of Adrian, But the nog 


| fragment of Sappho, &c. 


The dying Chriſtian to 10 Sov L, 


„„ es et 
Vital ſpark of heavenly flame 
Quit, oh quit this mortal frame; ; 
wo rembling, hoping, ling'ring, flying, 
Oh the pain, the bliſs of dying !. 


Ceaſe, fond Nature, ceaſe thy aal, ** 
| ORs | 


% 


"Wi Hark! 


. Siſter Spirit, come — 
What is this abſorbs me quite, - 

| Seal my lenſes, thn my hs, 
— Prawns my Kn draws 1 2 breach y 


he world recedes; it diſappearz 1 ö 
leav n opens on my eyes! my ears 
With ſounds ſeraphic ring: 
Lend, lend your wings! I mount [ I fly * 
* 0 Grave! where is thy Victory 5 
"+ Death ! where is thy Sting E 


— * 


— — oo — — — i n . 
LETTER X. 
To Mr. A p 51s 0 N. 


July 20, 171 3. 

"AM more joy d at your return than I aud 

be at that of the ſun, ſo much as I with for 
Ks this melancholy wet ſeaſon ; but tis his fate 


too, like. yours, to £4 diſpleaſing to Owls and 
obſcene animals, who cannot bear his luſtre. 
What put me in mind of theſe night- birds was. 


think, you are beſt re- 


$4 DO: who, 1 
„„ 4 _ _ 


Ms, ADDISON, | ady: 
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venged upon, as the Sun was in the fable upon | 
theſe bats and beaſtly birds above- mentioned, 
only by ſhining on. I am fo far from eſteeming 
it any misfortune, that 1 congratulate you upon 
having your ſhare in that, which all the great 
men and all the good men that ever lived have 
had their part of, Envy and Calumny. To be 
uncenſured and to be obſcure, is the ſame thing. 
You may conclude from what I here ſay, that 
*twas never in my thoughts to have offered you 
my pen in any direft reply to ſuch a Critic, . but 
only in ſome little raillery ; not in defence of 
| you, but in contempt of him a. But indeed your 
opinion, that tis intirely to be neglected, would 
have been my own had it been my own caſe; 


but ! felt more warmth here than I did when 


firſt I ſaw his book againſt myſelf, (tho indeed, 
in two minutes it made me heartily merry.) He 
has written againſt every thing the world has ap- 
prov d theſe many years. - I apprehend but one 
danger from Dennis's diſliking our ſenſe, that it 
may make us think ſo very well of it, as to be- 


come proud. ard Lees: 9M. his = 
bation. | 


2 This relates: to the pa- | 
per occaſioned by Dennis's 
Remarks upon Cato, called, 

Dr, Norris's' Narative ꝙ the 

Frenzy f John, Dennis. P. 
A mean performance ; but 
dictated by the moſt 6515 


7 


a ervice- deſerved. + 


rous ene of ber 
and meeting in the perſon 


defended, a heart incapable 


of the like exertion of virtue, 
was not received with that 
acknowledgment which fuch BD. 


i. 


I muſt =. 


RON Mx. AD D 8 N 


I muſt not here omit to do jultice to Mr. 
Doe wholawed in your concern is worthy-a 
friend and honourer of you. He writ to me 
in the moſt preſſing terms about it, though 
with that juſt contempt of the Critic that he 
deſerves. I think in theſe days one honeſt man 
is obliged to acquaint another who are his 
friends; when ſo many miſchievous inſects are 
daily at work to make people of merit ſuſpi- 
cious of each other; that they may have the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing them look d upon no better 
eee en e e, Your, &c. 


Fi 


. 


. * 


Mr. ADDroo to Mr. Pen 


Oct. 26, 1713. 1 
Was a glad to receive a; letter from 
you, but more ſo upon reading the contents 
0. it. The = Work you mention, will I dare 
fay,. very ſufficiently recommend itſelf when 
your name appears with the Propoſals: And if 
you think I can any way contribute to the for- 
warding of them, you cannot lay a greater obli- 
gation upon me than by employing me in ſuch 
an office. As I have an ambition of having 
i known that you are my friend, I . be 


r 
b —_ 
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—— I queſtion not but your Tranſlation 
-will eoniah- api Tooges and do honour to our 
ry; for I conclude of it already from 
Fry eee with which you 3 
the public. I would only have you confide 
how it may moſt turn to your advantage. Excuſe 
my impertinence in this particular, which pro- 
— from my zeal for your eaſe and happineſs, 
The work would coſt you a great deal of Time, 
and, unleſs you undertake it, will, I am afraid, 
neyer be executed by any other; at leaſt- E 
know none of this age that is _— to it beſides 
yourſelf, 
l am at preſent wholly e in country 
buſineſs, and begin to take delight in it. Twin 
'I might hope to ſee -you here ſome time, and 
will not deſpair of it, when you engage in a 
work that will ee ſolitude and retirement. 
oh am PN Your, Sic. = 
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My PCI =o Pors. 


1 Nam 2, 7. 
As ed your letter, and am glad to, 
find that you have laid ſo good a ſcheme- for. 


NOV es 5 1 3 not but 
| the. . 


very proud of ſhowing it by this, or any other 28 


FROM Mx. 2 ADDISON;] + 267. 

the Proſe 2 will, require as much care as the 
Poetry, but the variety wall Rs: 
relief, and more pleaſure to your readers. 

Vou gave me nne 
n in adviſing you not to content your- 
ſelf with one half of the nation for your ad- 
mirers when you might command them all. If 
I might take the freedom to repeat it, I would _ 
on this occaſion. I think you are very happy 

that you are out of the Fray, and I hope all 

your undertakings ce waning ee en 
count for it, 4 

„Ten de ee e on your Fripp: 
taking all this freedom with you: But I already 
fancy that we have lived many years together in 
an unreſerved converſation, e Whey: ape | 
e is th ſincere wiſh of 
SH "Tn Oe. 5 


LETTER XI. 
Jo Mr. A.v.D. 1.8 oN. 15 * 


OUR laft is the more obſiging, len 
at ſome little niceties in my conduct, 
Which your candour and affection prompts you 
0 reco aeg to. me, and which. wy i 


The notes to li ranltion ef Homer: 


$ | 
9 > 
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* 


268: LETTERS 1 AND 


as things of this nature ſeem); are yet of no : 
flight conſequence, 'to/ people whom every 
body talks of, and every body as he pleaſes. 
Tis a ſort of Tax that attends an eſtate in Par- 
naſſus, which is often rated much higher than 
in proportion to the ſmall poſſeſſion an author 


holds. For indeed an author, who is once 


come upon the town, is enjoy d without being 
thanked for the pleaſure, and. ſometimes ill- 
treated by thoſe very perſons who firſt debauched 
him. Yet, to tell you the bottom of my 
heart, I am no way diſpleaſed that I have of- 
fended the violent of all partięs already; and 
at the fame time I aſſure you conſcientiouſly, I 
bel not the leaſt malevolence or reſentment 
againſt any of thoſe who miſrepreſent me, or 
are diſſatisfied with me. This frame of mind 
is ſp eaſy, that I am perfectly content with my 
condition. 

As I hope, and would flatter myſelf; that 
you know me and my thoughts ſo entirely as 


never to be miſtaken in either, ſo tis a pleaſure 


to me that you gueſs d ſo right in regard to the 
author of that Guardian you mentioned. But 
J am ſorry to find it has taken air, that I have 
ſome hand in thoſe papers, becauſe I write ſo 
very few as neither to dgſerve the credit of 
ſuch a report with ſome people, nor the diſs 
e te «1 it with others, . 4 honeſt Jacobite. | 
33 
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e to me the ſenſe or nonſenſe of the Ban 
part of his party very fairly, that the good 
people took it ill of me, that I writ with _— 
tho upon never ſo indifferent ſubjects. 5 
I know you will laugh at as well as I — ; _ 
I doubt not but many little calumniators and , 
perſons of four diſpoſitions will take occaſion 
hence to beſpatter me. I confeſs I ſcorn nar- 
row ſouls, of all parties, and if I renounce my 
reaſon in religious n In 876 dot it in 
; —_ other. fy, 
I can't imagine whence, it comies.to OP: 
the few Guardians I have written are ſo gene- 
rally known. for mine: that in particular which 
you mention I never diſcover d to any man but 
the publiſher, till very lately: yet almoſt . 
5 body told me of it. / 
As to his taking a more Politie turn, I can- 
not any way enter into that ſecret, nor have I 
been let into it, any more than into the reſt of 
| bis politics © TH Aid he Wilt take into . 
| theſe papers alſo ſeveral ſubjects of the politer 
kind, as before: But, I aſſure you, as to my- 
| Telf, 1 have quite done with them for the future. 
The little T haye done, and the great. reſpect 1 
bear Mr. Steele as a man of wit, has rendered 
me a ſuſpected Whig to ſome of the violent; 
but (as old Dryden faid before 88 tis not the 


1 deſign. to —_ | 


1 gene- 
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16.4 generally employ the mornings in intitle 
ih Me Jervas 2, and the evenings in the oon 
verſation of ſuch as I think can moſt improve 
my mind, of whatever denomination: they are. 

I ever muſt ſet the higheſt value upon then ef 
5 ag: chat is honeſt principles, with equal 
capacities. The beſt way I know of overeoming 
e ahd iniſconſtruction, is by a — 4 
perſeverance in every thing we know to be right, 
ant a total neglect of all that can enſue from it. 
Tis partly from this maxim that I depend upon 
your friendſhip, becauſe I believe it would do 
zaftice to my intention in every thing ; and give 
ine leave to tell you; that (as the world goes) 
e IS as. => 


ſe in you. I am 
$1 La e 


as y . 

= . 4 , ad 

* _ et FY r © "7 os * 22 To re add Ag > 1 F 
— — — — ; 2 7 


LBTTBR av. : | 
o Mr. Ann t 


= | Der. 1 4; 171 3. | 
"Have be lying in n wait for my own ima - 
gination, this Seek and i more, and watch 
ing What thoughts came up in the whirl of the 
fancy, that were worth communicating to you 
in a letter. But f am at length convinced that c 


n Se te Epi o him vers, amt. ban ths th. 7. 
my 


vi Mi Abbo . 


1 — produce nothing of that 
ſort; 10 I muſt Cen be-comented with telling 


you the old ſtory, eee \ 


have often” found by experience, that nature 
And truth, thi” never fo low or vulgar, are yer 
pleaſing when openly and artlefſly rep 
die would be'diverting t6 ene to read the very | 
letters of ant infant, could it write its innocent 
inconſiſtencies and tautologies juſt as it thought 
them. This makes me hope a letter from ine 
will not be unwelcome to you, when I am 
conſcious I write with mote unreſervedneſs than 
ever man wrote, or perhaps talk d to another. 
1 ttuſt your good-natute with the whole ranges 
of my follies, and really love you fo well, that 
- Hou rather you fhould pardon me than 
eſteem me; ſince one is an act of goodneſs and 
benevolence, the other 4 kind of conſtrained 
ener 
Tou camt wonder my thoughts are ſearch 
exnfiſtent, when I tell you how they ate di- 
tracted. © Every hour of my life my mind is 
ſtrangely divided; this minute perhaps I am 
above the ftars, with a thouſind fyſtenis round 
*N N me, tint forward into 2 vaſt abyſs, | 
and lofirlg my whote cotnprehenfion in the 
| Bonntilels ſpace of Creatibn, in Malogiies with 
Whifton and the Aſtronomers; the next mo- 
ment 1 am below all trifles groveling with T? 
5 ö 3 


w 
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2 4 very centre of nonſenſe: Now La 


created with the briſk ſallies and quiek turns 
of wit which Mr. Steele in his livelieſt' and 
freeſt humours darts about him; and now le- 
velling my application to the inſignificant ob- 
ſervations and quirks of Grammar of CN and 


De, Good God! what an incongruous ani- 


mal is man how unſettled in his beſt part, 
his foul ; and how. changing and variable in 
his frame of body? the conſtancy. of the one 
| ſhook by every notion, the temperament of 
the, other affected by every blaſt; of wind! 
What is he altogether but one mighty incon- 
ſiſtency; ſickneſs and pain is the lot of one 
half of him: doubt and fear the portion of 

the other! What a buſtle we make about 

paſſing our time, When all our ſpace is but a 
point? what aims and ambitions are crowded 
into this little inſtant of our life, which (as 
Shakeſpear finely words. it) is rounded with 
a ſleep? Our whole extent of being is no 
more in the eye of him who gave it, than a 
ſcarce perceptible moment of duration. Thoſe 
animals whoſe circle of living is limited to 
three or four hours, as the naturaliſts tell us, 
are yet as lon g-lived and poſſeſs as wide a 
ſcene of action as man, if we conſider him 
with a view to all Space, and all Eternity. 
| Who knows what plots, gt atchievements a 


mite 


f 
„ 


el dull; within his life of ſome minutes; * 
of how much leſs conſideration than even this 
is the life of man in the fight-of God, whos 
2690 ever, and for ever? 

Who that thinks in this beaded. hut nt fd 
2 tbe world and its contemptible grandeurs, leſſen 
| before him at r ee Tis enough to 
make one remain ſtupify'd in a poize of in- 
action, void of all deſires, Te wel 
friendſhips. 

But we muſt return (thro! our very condition 
of being) to our narrow ſelves, and thoſe things 
that affect ourſelves : our paſſions, our intereſts 
flow in upon us, and unphiloſophize us into 
mere mortals. For my part, I never return 
ſo much into myſelf, as EIS I think of you, 
whoſe friendſhip is one of the beſt conforts: I 
have for 1 Ns e of myſelf. I am 

een Ge. 


oe * 


LETTER XV. | 
To Mr. ApDi50N. PT 


— 0 las Jan. 30, 1713-14. 
7 OUR letter found: me very buſy in * 
grand 3 to which I muſt 

* . 8 wholly 


LETTERS. To TTY 


y give: myſelf up for ſome time, s 
when I ſnatch: an hour to pleaſe myſelf with a 
 converſation-with you. and: a few others, 
by writing. Tis no comfortable proſpoct to be 
iN deen, that ſo long a ſiege as that of Troy 
3 lies upon my hands, and the campaigne above 
= half over, before I have made any progreſs. = 
4 TE Indeed the Greek fortification, upon a nearer ap- 
proach does not appear ſo formidable as it did, 
and I am almoſt apt to flatter myſelf, that Ho- 
mer ſecretly ſeems inclined to a correſpondence 
1. me; 3 me into a good part of his 


] intentions. There are, indeed, a fort of un- 
ig derling nition to the difficulty of a work, 


=  Ccall'd Commentators and Critics, who would 
= frighten many people by their number and bulk, 
t and perplex our progreſs under pretence of for- 
= tifying; their author. Theſe lie very low in 
the trenches and ditches they themſelyes have 
2x digged, - encompaſſed with dirt of their own. 
heaping up; but, I think, there may be found 
a method of coming at the main works by a 
more ſpeedy and gallant way than by mining 
under ground, that is, by uſing the poetical en- 
2 pines, wings, and flying over their heads . FI 
While 
There is a ſtrange con- | keep the ignorant out; ſome- 
fuſion. in Schis long continued | times to Jet them in; hd 


metaphor : ſometimes the ſometimes only quibble with, 2 
fortifications ſpoken of are to as in the words ny fre. 


* F 
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Fon * 
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* While [ am. engaged in the fight, F find you 
Ka | whay-nox have the in fate of thang. 
_ diſcarded Generals, to be firſt envy'd and mas» 
lign's, then perhaps prais'd, and laſtly neg» 
W The former (the conſtant attendant 
| — and laudable enterprizes) I have 
Al ced. Some have ſaid I am not 
a maſterin * uy who either are ſo them 
ſelves or are not: if they are not, they cant 
tell; and if they are, they can't without having 
_ catechiz'd me. But if they can read (for, 1 
know, ſome critics can, and others cannot) 
there are fairly lying before them ſome ſpeci- 
mens of my tranſlation from this Author in 
the Miſcellanies, which they are benny wel 
come to. I have met with as much malignity) 
another way, ſome calling me a Tory, becauſe 
the heads of chat party have been diſtinguiſh- 
ingly favourable to me; ſome a Whig, becauſe 
I have been favoured with yours, Mr. Con- 
greve's, and Mr. Craggs's friendſhip, and of 
late with my Lord Hallifax's patronage. How 
much more natural a concluſion might be 
formed, by any good-natured man, that a per- 
fon who has been. well led by all lides, has 


tence of fortifying their au- | tors are to be abuſed, wu 
thor.] But it is no matter; | on ſuch an occaſion, any 


Tho Critigs and Commenta- | thing ſerves the turn. | 
- bs | N „5 
I * £ . 
i, 2 : | : Ci | 5 i g 
& 2 1 ; p | | * 
* * ; 


| Hope for my own part never to have more of 
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von ee This miſerable abs i 
ſo ſunk between animoſities of Party and thoſe 
of Religion, that T begin to fear, moſt men 
have Politics enough to make (thro violence) 
the beſt ſcheme of govetnment a bad one: and 
Belief enough to hinder their own ſalvation. 1 


either than is conſiſtent with common Juſtice 
and Charity, and always as much as becomes 
a Chriſtian and honeſt man. Tho I find it an 
unfortunate thing to be bred a Papiſt here, 
where one is obnoxious to four parts in five as 
being fo too much or too little; I ſhall yet be 
eaſy under both their miſtakes, and be er * 
more than ſeem to be, for I ſuffer for it. God is 
my witneſs that T no more envy you Proteſtants 
your places and poſſeſſions, than I do our Prieſts, 
their charity or learning. I am ambitious of no- 
thing but the good opinion of good men, on both 
-fides ; for I know that one virtue of a free ſpirit 
is worth more than all the virtues put together 
of all the narrow-ſoul'd people in-the world. 8 

I am 


Vour, FER: : 


| FROM Ms, ADDISON. 


8 LE ＋ TER AVE 5,4: 30 
: 70 Mr. A, DDISON. "wg 8 5 
55 Oc. 10, 1714. 


r Have bole ee by 2 one of my A 
who omits no opportunities of gratifying me, 


f = you have lately been pleas'd to ſpeak of me 
in a manner which nothing but the real reſpect ! 


have for you can deſerve. May I hope that ſome 


late malevolencies have loſt their effect? indeed 
it is neither for me, nor my enemies, to pretend 


to tell you whether I am your friend or not; 
but if you would judge by probabilities, I beg 


do know which of your poetical acquaintance has 
ſo little intereſt in pretending to be ſo? Methinks 


no man ſhould queſtion the real friendſhip of one 


who deſires no real ſervice. - I am only to get as 


much from the Whigs, as 1 got from the Tories, 
that is to ſay, Civilit 3 bows neither ſo proud 


as to be inſenſible of any good office, nor ſo 


humble, as not to. dare heartily: to n any 
man who does me an injuſtice. 

I will not value myſelf upon bring e ever 
guarded all the degrees of reſpect for you: for 


(.o ſay the truth) all the world leaks well of 


you, and I ſhould be under a neceſſity of doing 
the ſame, whether I car d for you or not. 


See two Letters from Mfr. Berus, 8 the Anſwer to . 


u. Na 22, 23. P. 


* 


. 
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As to what y. {have ſaid of me; 1 hall 
never believe that the author of Cato can Pr th 
one thing and think another. As a proof that 
I account you ſincere, I beg a favour of you: 
It is, that you would look over the two firſt 
books of my tranſlation of Homer, which ars 
in the hands of my Lord Hallifax, I am fen- 
fible how much the reputation of any poetical 
work will depend upon the character you give 
it: tis therefore ore evidence of the truſt I 
repoſe in your good-will, when I give you this 
opportunity of ſpeaking ill of me with juſtice z 
and yet expect you will tell me your trueſt 
thoughts, at the ſame time that you tell ww 
your moſt favourable ones. 

I have a farther requeſt, abich I muſt.preſs. 
with earneſtneſs. My bookſeller.is reprinting 
the Eſſay on Criticiſm, to which you have done 
too much honour in your Spectator of Ne 253. 
The period in that paper, where you ſay, I 
have admitted ſome ſtrokes of ill- nature into 


that Eflay,” is the only one I could wiſn 
omitted of all you have written; but I would 
not deſire it ſhould be fo, unleſs I had the merit 


of removing your objeQion. I beg you but to 
point out thoſe ſtrokes to me, and, you . 
aſſured, they ſhall be treated without mercy. 

' Since we are upon proofs of ſincerity (which I 
am TY conſent 2 turn to zende 


* 


— 


1 nere Fac. epinn) heme one 
Which 1 W eee It is where you 


mention an obſer n Homer's Verſes of 
Sifyphus's Stone, as b never having been made 
before by any of the Critics: I happened to find 
che ſame in Dionyſius of Halicarnaſſus s Treatiſe, 


Hlepl ad oroerroy,, ho treats very largely 


upon theſe verſes. I know you will think fit to 
ſoften your expreſſion, when you ſee the paſſage; 
which you muſt needs have read, though it be 
ſinee ſlipt een Iam, with the 


nn PO Tour, _ 
4 hb E T TER xl. 
"Ts the Honourable - — 


e e, June B, 171 

F „Iz queen y e a neon 
11 Addiſon and Philips, T-ſhall anſwer in a 
few words. Mr. Philips did expreſs himſelf 
with much indignation againſt me one evening 
at Button's Coffee-houſe (as I was told) fay- 
ing, that I was enter d into a cabal with Dean 


Swift and others to write againſt the Whig- 


laura. and in particular to undermine his own : | 


"200 Theſe words are fince | tion, but were extant In all 
— — during Mr.Addifon'slife.. p. 


5 2 ; ny; ; 28 8 - 5 | "ow ” 
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tho FE 
with him, nor ever offer d me any indecorum. 
Mr. Addiſon came to me a night ar two after 

Philips had talk d in this idle manner, and 
aſſur d me of his diſbelief of what had been faid, 

of the friendſhip we ſhould always maintain, 
and defir'd I would fay nothing further of it. 


My Lord Hallifax did me the honour to ſtir 


in this matter, by ſpeaking to ſeveral people to 
obviate a falſe aſperſion, which might have done 
prejudice with one party. How- 


me no ſmall 


ever Philips did all he could ſecretly to con- 


tinue the 


report with the Hanover Club, and 
kept in his hands the ſubſcriptions paid for me 
to him, as Secretary to that Club. The heads 
of it have ſince given him to underſtand, that 
they take it ill; but (upon the terms I ought 
to be with ſuch a man) I would not aſk him 
for this money, but commiſſion d one of the 
Players, his equals, to receive it. This i is the 
Wale matter; 3 but as ki ſecret ele : of 


* These N was Mr. . a ſerious criticiſm by Steele | 
Pope' s writing the ironical | (who received it from an un- 


compariſon between his own | known hand) and indeed by 
and Philips's Paſtorals, in the | all at Burton's, except Mr. 


Pl * 


Guardian. It was taken for | _—_ who ſaw into the 


s 
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| their Secretary. It is to this management of 


| Philips, that the world ewes Mr. Gay's Paſtorals. 


The ingenious author is extremely your ſervant, 
and would have comply d with your kind in- 


vitation, but that he is juſt now appointed 8e- 


eretary to my Lord 1 in his en 
0 Hanover. 


1 am ſenſible ofthe zeal and friendſhip * 

which, I am ſure, you will always defend your 
friend in his abſence, from all thoſe little tales 
and calumnies, which a man of any genius or 


merit is born to. I ſhall never complain while 


I am happy in ſuch noble defenders, and in ſuch 


contemptible opponents. May their envy and 


ill-nature ever increaſe, to the glory and pleaſure - 


of thoſe they would injure; may they repreſent 
me what thy avs; as Fay” as your tins me, 


Joke immediately : 8 a | fo 2-5 at the expence of 
next time he mer Mr. Pope | another of the Club. Which 


told him into what a ridicu - was the language Steele had 
lous ſituation he had put his | before held with Pope when 


friends; who had declared | he wy l che e, 
their ale of having Philips | 8 


> 2 
8 


this malignity, they will make a very e P 

_ hiſtory when we meet. Mr. Congreve and fome » 
others have been much diverted with it, and 
moſt of the gentlemen of the Hanover Club 


have made it the ſubject of their ridieule en 
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LETTER 2 I. 


Ye 4 BF 


ill Bb og . July. 185 e 
OU mentior r 
time r things which Philips ſaid 
in kis fooliſhneſs : but I can't tell from any 
thing in your letter, whether you received a 
long one from me about a fortnight fince. It 
was principally intended to thank you for the 
laſt obliging favour you did me; Buy perhaps 
for that reaſon you paſs it in ſilence. I there. 
launch d into ſome account of my temporal 
affairs, and intend now to give you ſome hints 
of my ſpiritual. The concluſion of your letter 
dra ws this upon you, where you tell me you 
prayed for me. Tour proceeding, Sir, is con- 
trary to that of moſt other friends, who never 
talk of praying for a man after they have dene 
him a ſervice, -but only when they will do 
him none. Nothing can be more kind than 
the hint you give me of the vanity of human 
ſciences, which, I affure-you, I am daily more 
convinced of; and indeed I have, for ſome years 
paſt, look d upon all of them no better than 
amuſements. To make them the ultimate end 
of our purſuit, is a miſerable and ſhort am- 
bition, which will drop from us at every little 
appointment here, and even, in caſe of no 
; 7 5 


2 
N 


—_ 


tain the top of your defires that way, all thoſs 


> . E * 7 


ariſe to us but ſo much the 1livelier and more 


| FROM SEVERAL PERSONS, 


Aifaps here, will inf libly debt as 


of 'hoftowing ng, over warts the qiles- hey 
| coſt us, and the time they loſe us. If you at- 


who envy you will do you harm; and of thoſe 


who admire you, few will do you good. The 


and probably the ſucceſsful your ſecret ones: 


for thoſe hate not more to be excell'd, than 
theſe to be rival'd : And at the upſhot, after a 

life of perpetual application, you reflect that you 
have been doing nothing for yourſelf, and that 


the ſame or les induſtry might have gain d you 
a friendſhip that can never deceive or end, 4 


ſatisfaction, which praiſe cannot beſtow nor 


vanity feel, and a glory, which (tho in one 


reſpect like fame, not to be had till after death) 


yet ſhall be felt and enjoy d to eternity. Theſe, 5 


dear Sir, are unfeignedly my ſentiments, wen- 
ever I think at all: for half the things that 


employ our heads deſerve not the name of 
thoughts, they are only ſtronger dreams of 
impreſſions upon the imagination: our ſchemes 


of government, our ſyſtems of philoſophy, our 


golden worlds of poetry, are all but ſo many 


frequent, as we are more overcaſt with the 
i 5. du 
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darkneſs, and diſturhed with the fu mes, of 
Men vanity. 1 es 
Ine e e that moles dd e villa 
to leave this world, makes me willing to leave 
poetry, long habit, and wearineſs of the fame 
track. Homer will work a cure upon me; 
fifteen thouſand verſes are equivalent to fourſcore 
years, to make one old in rhyme: and I ſhould 
be ſorry and aſhamed, to go on jingling to the 
laſt ſtep, like a waggoner's horſe, in the ſame 
road, and fo leave my bells to the .next filly 
animal that will be proud of them. That man 
makes a men figure in the eyes. of Reaſon, 
who is meaſuring ſyllables and couplingrhymes, 
| when he ſhould be mending his own ſoul, and 
ſecuring his own immortality. If I had not 
this opinion, I ſhould be unworthy. even of 
thoſe ſmall and limited parts which God has 
given me; and unworthy of ha friendſhip of 
ſuch a a man as you. Iam. 


. 3 Your, . 


4 


_—_— * _ _ * — * 3 


LETTER XIX. 


5 3 July 25, 1714 
Have no better excuſe to offer you, that 4 | 
have omitted a taſk naturally ſo pleafing to 


me as converſing upon . wo you, but 
that 


tall find but one way of imitating, which is, 
in his blindneſs. Lach perpetuity bd . 


you a Heretic. 
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tha at my time and eyes have bo wholly em- "= | 
ploy'd upon Homer, whom, I-almoſt fear, 1 


Head-achs, that very much affect my fight, and 
indeed fince my coming hither I have ſcarce 
paſt an hour agreeably, except that in which I 


read your letter. I would ſeriouſly have you 


think, you have no man who more truly knows 


to place a right value on your friendſhip, than 
he who leaſt deſerves it on all other accounts 


than his due ſenſe of it. But, let me tell you, 


you can hardly gueſs what a taſk you under- 
take, when you profeſs yourſelf my friend; 
there are ſome Tories who will take you for a 
 'Whig, ſome Whigs who will take you for a 
Tory, ſome Proteſtants who will eſteem you a 


rank Papiſt, and ſome . who will * 


-Z * 


I find by dear experience, we thee in an age, i 


Wo R it is criminal to be moderate; and here 


no one man can be allowed to be juſt to all 
men. The notions of right and wrong are ſo 


far ſtrain d, that perhaps to be in the right ſo 
very violently, may be of worſe conſequence than 
to be eaſily and quietly in the wrong. I really | 
wiſh all men fo. well, that, I am akied, but 
few can wiſh me ſo; but if thoſe few are ſuch 


as tell me they do, I am content, for they are 
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the beſt people I know. While you deligve- 
e L can bear any 
greve likes: my poetry, 1 can endure Benn 
and a thouſand more like him; while the moſt 
honeſt and moral of each party think me no ill 
man, I can eaſily bear that the moſt violent 
wy ont e e e ee A 


at me. 
s u whe 


1 muſt expeXt an hundred atts 
of my Homer. Whoever i: in our 
times would be a profeſſor of learning above 
his fellows, ought at the very firſt to enter the 
world with the conſtancy and reſolution of a 
primitive Chriſtian, and be prepared to ſuffer 


all ſort of public perſecution. It is certainly 


to be lamented, that if any man does but en- 
deavour to diſtinguiſh himſelf, or gratify others 
KA his W he is immediately treated as a 


common enemy, inſtead of being looked upon 4 


as a common friend; and aſſaulted as generally 
as if his whole deſign were to prejudice the 


State or ruin the Public. I will venture to ſay, 


no man ever roſe to any degree of perfection in 


writing, but thro' obſtinacy, and an ihveterate 
reſalution againſt the ſtream of mankind: 80 


that if the world has received any benefit from 
the labours of the learned, it was in its own 
deſpite. For when firſt they eflay their parts, 


Nr ” 
Þ | on 
* | 


4. 
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4 diced age n 
L n got a little | 
above contempt, then ſome particular perſons, 

who were before unfortunate in their own at- 

— teitipts, are ſworn foes to them only becauſe 
they ſucceed. — Upon the whole, one may fay 

of the beſt writers, that they pay a ſevere fine 

for their fame, which it is always in the power 
ee ee 


e e 2 


Jam, bee. | 
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LETTER *. 
5 70 Mr. Janvas.- 15 


July 28, 1714. 

AM juſt enter'd upon the old way of life- 
4 again, fleep and muſing. It is my employ- 
ment to revive the old of paſt ages to the pre- 
ſent, as it is yours to tranſmit the young of the 
preſent,” to the future. I am copying the great 


» 1 


Maſter in one art; with the fame love and di- 


ligence with which the Painters e "ll 
copy you in another. - 
Thus 1 ſhould havin my Epille to you, fit 

were a Dedicatory one. But as it is a friendly 
* 0 are to find 4 nothing” mention'd- i in 
your 
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your own praiſe but what one only in the world 


18 witnel to, your articular good-natur d offices 


1 from any thing hut corn 


a acknowledgments, or common diſcourſe: The 
firſt you would take ill, though I told but half 


what I ought: inne 
mains. 

A . for the: lat what can vun 
from a man who has not talk d theſe five day $? 
who is withdrawing his thoughts as far as , 
can, from all the preſent world, its cuſtoms, 


ſorpt in the paſt? When people talk of going 


to Church, I think of ſacrifices and libations ; | 


when I ſee the parſon, I addreſs him as Chryſes 


Prieſt of Apollo ; and inſtead of the Lord's 


Re I begin, 
| God of the filver bow, &c. 


While you in the world are concerned thn! 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion, I conſider only how 
Menelaus may recover Helen, and the Trojan 
war be put to a ſpeedy concluſion. I never in- 
. quire if the Queen be well or not, but heartily 
. wiſh to be at Hector's funeral. The only 
things I regard in this life, are whether my 


friends are well? whether my Tranſlation go 


| _ RN D be WT a criti- . 
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ciſms ? whether any body will anſwer him, 
fince I don't? -and Wee Liver be not 
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LETTER XX. $ rig 
To the fame. 1 6 om IF 


5 hn 2G 1714. 
Thank you har) your * offices, which are 
numberleſs. Homer advances ſo faſt, that 
he begins to look about for the ornaments he 
is to e in, like a modiſh modern author,” 


Wt Pigure i in the front, 
"With bays and wicked rhyme upon +. 12 


1 "Wha the greateſt proof in nature at preſentof 
the amuſing power of Poetry, for it takes me 
up ſo entirely, that I ſcarce ſee what paſſes under 
my noſe, and hear nothing that is ſaid about” 

me. To follow. poetry as one ought, one muſt 

forget father and mother, and cleave to it alone. 

My Reverie has been ſo deep, that I have ſcarce 

had an interval to think mytelf uneaſy in the 

want of your company. I now and then juſt 
miſs you as I ſtep into bed; this minute indeed 
I want extremely to ſee you, the next I ſhall 
Vox. r dream 
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FER if actin but the raking of Troy a 
the recovery of Briſeis. 
I fancy nd dp is 7 likely to plows 
_ laſting as ours, becauſe, I am pretty ſure, there 
never was a friendſhip of ſo eaſy a nature. We 
neither of us demand any mighty things from 
each other; what Vanity we have expects its 
Ioilfication from other people. It is not I, 
that am to tell you what an Artiſt you are, nor 
is it you that are to tell me what a Poet I am; 
but tis from the world abroad we hope, (piouſly 
| hope) to hear theſe things. At home we fol- 
low our buſineſs, when we have any; and 
think and talk moſt of each other when we have 
none. Tis not unlike the happy friendſhip of 
a a ſtay'd man and his wife, who are ſeldom fo 
fond as to hinder the buſineſs of the houſe from 
going on all day, or fo indolent as not to find 
conſolation in each other every evening, Thus 
well-meaning couples hold in amity to the laſt, 
by not expecting too much from human nature 
While romantic friendſhips, like violent loves, 
begin with diſquiets, proceed to jealouſies, and 
conclude in animoſities. I have lived to ſee the 
fierce advancement, the ſudden turn, and the 
abrupt period, of three or four of "theſe enor- 
' mous friendſhips, and am perfectly convinced 
of the truth of a maxim we once agreed in, 
chat * hinders the conſtant agreement of 


"©, On 


mou SEVERAL PERSONS. 291 ; 
people who live together, but merely vanity ; 


a ſecret infiſting upon what they think their 


dignity of merit, and an inward expectation of 


' ſuch an Over meaſure of deference and regard, 


as anſwers to their own extravagant falſe ſcale ; 


and which no body can pay, becauſe none but 
themſelves can tell, 8 4 to what pitch it 
amounts. | | 


, , o "4 
* 4 
3 1 * 1 r 
* " 
* * F 
4 * . * 
0 
2 * 
— » 7 : 
> * F 1 
. 1 # 4 
4 2 1 a . p 4 8 
1 * 1 rs 6a oe 1 BH * * 8 * 1 


5 L RN EN, 
Me, Ja vas to Mr. Por E. 


| Aug. 20, 1714. 
Have 4 particular to tell you at this time, 


which pleaſes me ſo much, that you muſt 


expect a more than ordinary alacrity 1 in every 


turn. Vou know I could keep you in ſuſpence 


for twenty lines, but I will tell you directly, 
that Mr. Addiſon and 1 have had a converſation, 


that it would have been worth your while to 


have been placed behind the wainſcot, or be- 
| hind ſome half length picture, to have heard. 
He aſſutd me, that he would make uſe not only 
of his intereſt, but of his. art to do you ſome 
- ſervice ; he did*not mean his art of poetry, but 

his art at rCaurt; and he is ſenſible that nothing 
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8 can have a better air for himſelf than otigh x 
your favour, eſpecially ſince inſinuations were 
ſpread, that he did not care you ſhould proſper 
too much as a Poet. He proteſts that it ſhall 
not be his fault, if there is not the beſt intelli- 

gence in the world, and the moſt hearty friend- 

chip, &c. He owns, he was afraid Dr. Swift 
might have carried you too far among the 
enemy, during the heat of the animoſity; but 
now all is ſafe, and you are eſcap d even in his 
opinion. I promis d in your name, like a good 

Godfather, not that you ſhould renounce the 

devil and all his wet] but that you would be 

delighted to find him your friend merely for his 


own fake; therefore prepare yourſelf for ſome = 


civilities. _ 
I have done Hewes! s head, ſhadow'd and 
heighten d carefully; and I incloſe the out- line 
of the ſame ſize, that you may determine whe- 
ther you would have it fo large, or reduced to 
make room for feuillage or laurel round the oval, 
or about the ſquare of the Buſto ? perhaps there 
is ſomething more ſolemn i in the image itſelf, if 


I can get it well perform d. 


If I have been inſtrumental in bringing 8 
and Mr. Addiſon together with all ſincerity; I 
value myſelf upon it as an acceptable piece of 
ſervice e ee eee 

| - Your, &. 
730 E T. 


ks Sed = 
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LETTE R XXIII. 
M. Pops 's Anſwer, / 


Aug. 27 77 14. 
TA M juſt 5000 from Oxford, very well 
I diverted and entertain d there. Every one 
is much concern'd for the Queen's death. No 1 
panegyrics ready yet for the King. 
I adumire your whig- principles of reſiſtance 
exceedingly, in the ſpirit of the Barcelonians : 
Ie join in your wiſh for them. Mr. Addiſon's 
verſes on Liberty, in his Letter from Italy, would 
be a good form of prayer in my opinion, Q + - 

Liberty ! thou Goddeſs heavenly bright ! &c. 

What you mention of the friendly office you 
endeavour d to do betwixt Mr. Addiſon and me, 
deſerves acknowledgments on my part. You 
thoroughly know my regard to his character, | 

and my propenſity to teſtify it by all ways in my 
power. You as thoroughly know the ſeanda- > 
lous meanneſs of that proceeding which was | 
uſed by Philips, to make a man I ſo highly 
value, ſuſpect my diſpoſitions toward him. But 

as, after all, Mr. Addiſon. muſt be the judge 
2 regards himſelf, and has ſeem'd to 
be no very juſt one to me; ſo, I muſt own to 
you, I expect nothing but civility from bim, 


&$ 


- 
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how much ſoever I wiſh for his % As 
for any offices of real kindneſs or ſervice which 
it is in his power to do me, I ſhould be aſhamed 
to receive them from any man who had no bet- 
ter opinion of my Morals, than to think me a 
Party-man: nor of my Temper, than to be- 
lieve me capable of maligning, or envying 
another's reputation as a poet. 80 I leave it to 
time to convince him as to both, to ſhew him 
the ſhallow depths of thoſe half-witted creatures 
' who miſ-inform'd him, and to prove that I am 
incapable of endeavouring to leſſen a perſon 
vhm I would be proud to imitate, and there- 
fore aſham d to flatter. In a word, Mr. Addiſon 
is ſure of my reſpect at all times, and of my real 
friendſhip whenever he ſhall think fit to know 
me for what I am. | 
For all that paſs'd betwixt Dr. Swift and me, 

you know the whole (without reſerve) of our 
correſpondence. The engagements I had to 


him were ſuch as the actual ſervices he had done 


me, in relation to the ſubſcription for Homer, 

obliged me to. I muſt have leave to be grate- 
ful to him, and to any one who ſerves me, let 
him be never ſo obnoxious to any party: nor 
did the Tory- party ever put me to the hardſhip 
of aſking this leave, which is the greateſt obli- 
gation I owe to it; and I expect no greater from 
the FOE: than the ſame. "29" od 23 
Curie 
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curſe. on the word Party, which 1 Hank been 
forced to uſe ſo often in this period! 1 wiſh the 
preſent reign may put an end to the diſtinction 

that there may be no other for the future than 


that of Honeſt and Knave, Fool and Man of, 
ſenſe; theſe two ſorts muſt always! be enemies 


but for the reſt, may all people do as you and l, 
N what the pleads, ang be friends. 
Tam, &. 
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my LETTER XXIV, 4, 
To the Earl of HALLIFAX 5 


R ac i 
FF , 


My Lern . Dec. x, 1714. 


me. I diſtruſt neither your will nor your 
memory, when it is to do good: and if ever I 
become troubleſome or ſolicitous, it muſt not be 
out of expectation, but out of gratitude. Vout 
Lordſbip may either cauſe me to live agrecably_ 
in the town, or contentedly in the country, 
which is really all the Aiffererice 1 ſet between 


an eaſy fortune and a ſmall one. It is indeed. 


a high ſtrain of generoſity in you, to think of 


see the note on v. 116. of his Imit. of the firſt Satire, ; 
. making 


Bock! ii. of Horace. 
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AM obliged to you both for the favours you f a 
have done me, and for thoſe you intend 
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making me eaſy all my life, only bebsun 1 
have been ſo happy as to divert you ſome few 
hours: but if I may have leave to add, it is 
becauſe' you think me no enemy to my native 
country, there will appear à better reaſon ; 5 
J muſt of ad Iman be 0 mand 1 
Reedy oy” 

PETS Yours, &c. 


» — * N . s 


aL ETTE R XXV. 5 
Dr. ParNeLuY to Mr. Porn. 


1 AM writing t to you 4 long letter, but all the 
tediouſneſs I feel in it is, that it makes me 
during the time think more intently of my 
being far from you. 4 fancy, if I were with 
you, I could remove ſome of the uneaſineſs 
which you may have felt from the oppoſition of 
the world, and which you ſhould be aſhamed 
to feel, ſince it is but the teſtimony which one 
part of it gives you that your merit is unqueſ- 
tionable. What would you have otherwiſe, 
from i ignorance, envy, or thoſe tempers which 
vie with you in your own way? I know this in 

mankind, that when our ambition is unable to 


This, and the three Ex- Iliad, ſet on foot by Mr. Ad- 
tracts following, concerning diſon, Mr. Pope has _— 
the eee of the firſt in his firſt Edition. P. 


attain 
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attain its end- it is not only wearied, but exa(- 
perated too at the vanity of its labours ; then 
wwe ſpeak ill of happier ſtudies, and fighing con- 
demn the e cellence which we find above our ; 
reach, — 
My b Zoilus, which you us d to write about, 
8 I finiſh'd laſt ſpring, and left in town. I waited 
till T came up to'ſend it you, but not arriving | 
here before your book was out, imagin'd it a 
loft piece of labour. If you will till have it, 
you need only write me word. 

l have here ſeen the Firſt Book of Homer c, 
which came out at a time when i it could not * 
| appear as a kind of ſetting up againſt you. My 
opinion is, that you may, if you pleaſe, give 
them thanks who writ it. Neither the numbers 
nor the ſpirit have an equal maſtery with yours; 
but what ſurprizes me more is, that, a ſcholar 
being concerned, there ſhould happen to be 
ſome miſtakes in the author's ſenſe; ſuch as 
putting the light of Pallas s eyes into the eyes of 
Achilles, making the taunt of Achilles to Aga- 


memnon (that he ſhould have ſpoils when 


Troy ſhould be taken) to be a cool and ſerious 
propoſal; the tranſlatin gv what you call Ablution | 


b Printed for B, Lintor, Written by Mr. Addi- 
1715, 8*, and afterwards | ſon, and publiſhed in the 
added to the laſt edition of WE + ra "Be: 
I P. 
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by the word Malt. and fo leavi ng Water out of 

the rite of luſtration, &c. but you muſt have taken 

notice of all this before. I write not to inform 
you, but to ſhew 1 Wr have you at heart. 

| Lam, &c. 
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Pre rom « LETTER of the Rev. 
Dr. BunxLpy, Dean of London-derry J 


Ja 7, 1915.” 

Some days ago, three or four gentlemen and 
myſelf, exerting that right which all readers 
pretend to over authors, fate in judgment upon 
the two new Tranſlations of the firſt Iliad. 

Without partiality to my countrymen, I aſſure, 
you, they all gave the preference where it was 
due ; being unanimouſly of opinion, that yours 
was equally juſt to the ſenſe with Mr. — s, and 
without compariſon more eaſy, more Poetical, 

and more ſublime. But I will ſay no more on 
ſuch a thread- bare fulject, as mm, nts 1 
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| Extraft from a LETTER of 


M. Gar to Mr. Porz. 


oy July 8. 1715. 9 5 
wed hare juſt ſo down Sir Samuel Garth at the 
Opera. He bid me tell you, that every body is 
pleas d with your tranſlation, but a few at But- 
ton's; and that Sir Richard Steele told him, 
that Mr. Addiſon ſaid the other tranſlation was 
the beſt that ever was in any language . He 

treated me with extreme civility, and out of 
kindneſs gave me a ſqueeze by the fore finger. 
lam inform'd that at Button's your character 
is made very free with as to Morals, &c. and 
Mr. Addiſon fays, that your ' tranſlation and 
Tickell's are both very well done, but that the 
latter has more of Homer. 
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2 Sir. «Richard 88 ſhews it to be his opinion, 
wards, in his preface to an | that © Mr. Addiſon himſelf 
Edition of the Drummer, a] was the perſon who gal 
Comedy by Mr. Addiſon, | *<* an. 


Extract from a LETTER of 
Dr. Ax, to Mr. Porz. 


July 9, 1715. 

NS: congratulate you upon! Mr. T*'s firſt book, 

It does not indeed want its merit; but I was 

ſtrangely diſappointed in my expectation of a 
tranſlation nicely true to the Original; whereas 
in thoſe parts where the greateſt exactneſs ſeems 
to be demanded, he has been the leaſt careful, 

I mean the hiſtory of ancient ceremonies and 

rites, &c. in which ret have with wo. 45 Judg- 


$ ment been exact, 
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LE T TER XXVI. 


Mr. Porz to the Honourable Jus 
ene Eſq; 


july 9 'S 1715. | 
I Lay. hold of the opportunity given me by 
my Eord Duke of, Shrewſbury, to affure 
you of the continuance of that eſteem and 
aaffection I have long born you, and the me- 
mory of ſo many agreeable converſations as we. 
have paſs'd together. I wiſh i it were a compli- 
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ment to ſay, ſuch converſations as are not to be 
found on this fide of the water: for the Spirit of 
diſſention is gone forth among us: nor is it a 
wonder that Buttons is no longer Button's, when 
old England is no longer old England, that 
region of hoſpitality, ſociety, and good humour, 
Party affects us all, even the wits, tho they 
gain as little by politics as they do by their wit. 
We talk much of fine ſenſe, refin'd ſenſe, and 
exalted ſenſe ; but for uſe and happineſs, give 
me a little common ſenſe. I fay this in regard 
to ſome gentlemen, profeſs'd Wits of our ac- 
quaintance, who fancy they can make Poetry of 
conſequence at this time of day, in the midit of 
this raging fit of Politics. For, they tell me, 
the buſy part of the nation are not more divided 
about Whig and Tory, than theſe idle fellows of 
the feather about Mr. T*'s and my Tranſlation. 
I (like the Tories) have the town in general, 
that is the mob, on my fide ; but it is uſual with 
they want in number, and that is the caſe with 
the little Senate of Cato. However, if our 
principles be well conſider d, I muſt appear a 
brave Whig, and Mr. T. a rank Tory: Itrank- 
lated Homer for the public in general, he to 
gratify the inordinate deſires of one man only. 
We have, it ſeems, a great Turk in poetry, 
who can never bear a brother on the throne 3 
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and has his mutes too, aſett of nodders, winkers, 
and whiſperers, whoſe bufineſs is to ſtrangle all 
other offsprings of wit in their birth. "The 
new tranſlator of Homer is the humbleſt ſlave 


he has, chat is to ſay, his firſt Miniſter ; let him 


receive the honours he gives me, but receive 
them with fear and trembling; let him be proud 


of the approbation of his abſolute Lord, I appeal 


to the people, as my rightful judges and maſ- 
ters; and if they are not inclined to condemn 


me, I fear no arbitrary high- flying proceeding 
from the ſmall Court- faction at Buttons. But 


| after all I have ſaid of this great man, there is 


no rupture between us. We are each of us ſo 


civil and obliging, that neither thinks he is 
_ obliged : And I, for my part, treat with him, 


as we do with the Grand Monarch; who has 


too many great qualities not to be reſpected, 


though we know he watches 1. 6 occaſion ba 
1 cy us 2. = | 
When I talk of Hidiner;” I — or Wepet 


che early preſent you made me of Monſieur de 


la Motte's book: And I can't conclude this 
letter without telling you a melancholy piece of 


news, which affects our very entrails, L* is 


dead, and ſoupes are no more ! You ſee I write 


A in the old familiar way. | & This is not to the 


We find here moſt of the ſentiments he ſoon after put 
ec miniſter, 


5 into verſe on this occaſion. = 


4 


Dinter, but to che friend b.“ 
miniſter that 11 an exprefiion from a Secte= 
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| 2 uncommon regard to che 
. State. 


Te Mr. Genese va. 


Jan. 16, 1714-1 8. 
Ethinks wha 1 writs to you, I am 


making a confeſſion ; I have got (I can't 


tel! how) ſuch a cuſtom of throwing myſelf 


out upon paper without reſerve. You were not 
miſtaken in what you judged of my temper of 
mind when I writ laſt. My faults will not be 


hid from you, and perhaps it is no difpraiſe to 


me that they will not: the cleanneſs and purity 


of one's mind is never better proved, than in 


"diſcovering its own fault at firſt view; as when 
a ſtream ſhews the dirt at its bottom, it ewe 


alſo the tranſparency of the water. 


My ſpleen was not occaſioned, however, by = 
any thing an abuſive angry critic could write of 


me. I take very kindly your heroic manner 


Þ Alluding to St. John's Letter to Prior blibed in | 
Report of the Secret Committees 9 of * 
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of congratulation upon this ſcandal ; for I think _ 
nothing more honourable. than to be involved 
in the fame fate with all the great and the good 
that ever lived; that is, to be envied and cen- 
ſured by bad writers. 7 
You do more than anſwer i my pe 


of you, in declaring how well you take my 
freedom, in ſometimes neglecting, as I do, to 


reply to your letters ſo ſoon as I ought. Thoſe 
who have a right taſte of the ſubſtantial part of 


friendſhip, can wave the ceremonial : a friend 


is the only one that will bear the omiſſion ; and 
one may find who 1 is not ſo by the * trial 


of it. 


As to any anxiety I have concerning the "Y 
of my Homer, the care is over with me: the 


world muſt be the judge, and I ſhall be the 
firſt to conſent to the juſtice of its judgment, 
whatever it be. I am not ſo arrant an author as 
even to deſire, that if I am in the wrong, all 
' mankind ſhould be ſo. 


I am mightily pleaſed with a faying of Mon- 
ſieur Tourreil ; : When a man writes he ought 
« to animate himſelf with the thoughts of 

<< pleaſing all the world: but he is to renounce 
« that defire or hope, the very moment wy 


« book goes out of bis hands.” © | 


I write this from Binfield, whither Ys came 


— _ paſs d a few apt: in * 
W 


» © 
- 7 
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Lich my Lord Bolitigbroke ; 1 go to London in 
three days time, and will not fail to pay a viſit 
to Mr. M, whom I faw not long ſince at 


my Lord Hallifax's. I hoped from thence he 


had ſome hopes of advantage from the preſent 


adrniniſtrationr: for few people (1 think) b but J, 
pay * to great men without any pro- 


————— le WAA of 


being not worth a groat, being born both a 
Papiſt 


enrich me. But, I can tell you, tis to no pur- 


poſe, for without the Opes, —— 


25. Foe. 
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LETTER Vun 
Jo Mr. Concasys. 


March 19, 1714-15: 4 


Hz Farce of the What-d'ye-call-it a has 


occaſioned many different ſpeculations in 


N Some lool d upon it as a mere jeſt 


upon the Tragic poets, others as a ſatire upon 


the late 8 Mr. Cromwell hearing none of 


the words, and ſeeing the action to be tragicalz 


vas much aſtoniſhed to find he audience hogh3 


wen by Mr. Gay, ö 


— 


and à Poet. This puts me in mind of 
reacknowledging your continued endeavours to 
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and ſays the Prince and Princeſs muſt do 0 F 


be under no leſs amazement on the ſame ac- 
count. Several templars and others of the more 
vociferous kind of critics, went with a reſolu- 
tion to hiſs, and confeſs d they were forced to 


laugh ſo much, that they forgot the deſign they 


came with. The Court in general has in a very 


particular manner come into the jeſt, and the 


three firſt nights (notwithſtanding two of them 


were court-nights) were diſtinguiſhed by very 


full audiences of the firſt Quality. The com- 


mon people of the pit and gallery received it 


at firſt with great gravity and ſedateneſs, ſome 


few with tears; but after the third day they 
alſo took the hint, and have ever fince been 
very loud in their claps. There are till ſome 
ſober. men who cannot be of the general opi- 
nion; but the laughers are ſo much the ma- 


jority, that one or two critics ſeem determined 
to undeceive the town at their proper coſt, by 
writing grave diſſertations againſt it: to encou- 


rage them in which laudable deſign, it is re- 
ſolved a Preface ſhall be prefix d to the Farce, 


in vindication of the nature and _— oo this 


new way of writing. + N 

Yeſterday Mr. Steele 5 affair v was Ades x 
am ſorry I can be of no other opinion than yours, 
as to his whole carriage and writings of late. 


bar cao he has not only been puniſhed by 


others, 


— 


2 
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others; but ſuffered much even from bis own. 
party in the point of character, nor (I believe) 
received any amends in that of intereſt, / as yet, 
whatever may be his proſpects for the future. 
This Gentleman, among a thouſand others, 
ob great inſtance of the fate of all who are car- 
ried away by party-ſpirit, of any fide, | I wiſh 
all violence may ſucceed as ill: but am really. 
amazed that ſo much of that ſour and perni- 
cious quality ſhould be joined with ſo. much 
natural good en as, I think, Mr. Steele if 
N . | 


— — * — — 8 2 * 
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T0 Mr. CoxckYE. 


April 75 1 - 18. 

TR. Pe is going to Mr. Jervas's, where 

Mr. Addiſon is fitting for his picture; in 
the mean time amidſt clouds of Tobacco at a 
coffee-houſe I write this letter. There is a 
grand revolution at Will's; Morice has quitted 
for a. coffee-houſe in the city, and Titcomb is 
reſtored, to. the great joy of. Cromwell, who 
| was at a great loſs for a perſon to o_ 
with u opal the fathers and church-hiſtory; 
| „ . bog 
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charge is againſt the Pilgcim's Progreſs being 
read, which, he ſays, is directly levell'd at Cato's 
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painting and poetry; and Mr. Pope owes all 
his {kill in aſtronomy to him and Mr. Whiſton, 
ſo celebrated of late for his diſcovery of the 
longitude in an extraordinary copy of verſes . 
Mr. Rowe's Jane Gray is to be play d in Eaſter- 


week, when Mrs. Oldfield is to perſonate a 


to female nature; 


character directly oppoſite 


for what woman ever deſpiſed Sovereignty ? 
| You know Chaucer has a tale where a knight 


faves his head, by diſcovering it was the thing 
which all women moſt coveted. Mr. Pope's 


Homer is retarded by the great rains that have 


fallen of late, which cauſes the ſheets to be 
long a drying: this gives Mr. Lintot great 
uneaſineſs, who is now endeavouring to cor- 
rupt the Curate of his pariſh to pray for fair 
weather, that his work may go on. There is 
a ſix- penny Criticiſm lately publiſhed upon 
the tragedy of the What- d' ye-call- it, wherein 


he with much judgment and learning calls me 


a blockhead, and Mr. Pope a knave. His grand 


reading Plato; to back this cenſure, he goes on 


to tell you, that the Pilgrim's Progreſs being 


mentioned to be the eighth edition, makes the 
2 Call d, An Ode on the Longitude, in Swift and Pope FR 


| Mileellanics. P. 


7 0 -  relletiion” 


| 


rot Mz. CONGREVE. 300 
4 Ke flection evident, the Tragedy of Cato | having 
Jul eight times (as he quaintly | 
vilited the preſs: He has alſo endeavouted to | 
| ſhow, that every particular paſſage of the play 
_ alludes to ſome fine part of tragedy, which, he 
ſays, I have 3 and profithely abuſed b. 
Sir Samuel Garth's poem upon. my Lord Clare's 
houſe, I believe, will be publiſhed in the Eaſter- 


Thus far Mr. Gay, who has in lis letter 
foreſtall d all the ſubjects of diverſion; unleſs it 
ſhould be one to you to ſay, that I fit up till 
two a clock oyer Burgundy and Champagne z 
and am become fo mach a rake, that I ſhall be 
#fhamed in à ſhort time to be thought to do 
any fort of bufineſs. I fear I muſt get the gout - 
by drinking; purely for a faſhionable pretence 
do ſit ſtill long enough to tranſlate four books 
of Homer, I hope you'll by that time be up 
again, and I may ſucceed to the bed and couch 
of my predeceſſor : pray cauſe the ſtuffing to 
be repaired, __ the crutches ſhorten'd for me. 
The calamity of your gout is what all your 
friends, that is to ſay, all that know you, muſt 
| ſhare in; we defire you in your turn to condole 


* 


1 > This curious plece was wrineh by . one Griff /a 

_ entituled, A compleat Key player, afliſted * Lewis 

to the What · d'ye · call · it, Theobald. P. a 
e | X 3 With 
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with us, who are under a perſecution; and 
much afflicted with a diſtemper which proves 
mortal to many poets, a Criticiſm. We have 
indeed ſome relieving intervals of laughter (as 
you know there are in ſome diſeaſes) and it is 
the opinion of divers good gueſſers, that the 
laſt fit will not be more violent than advan- 
tageous ; for poets aſſail d by critics, are like men 
bitten by Tarantula's, they dance on ſo much. 
the faſter. 

Mr. Thomas Burnet hath play'd the precur- 
ſor to the coming of Homer, in a treatiſe called 
Homerides. He has ſince riſen very much in 
his criticiſms, and, after aſſaulting Homer, made 
a daring attack upon the e What-d'ye-call-it. 
Yet is there not a Proclamation iſſued for the 
burning of Homer and the Pope by the com- 
mon hangman ; nor is the What-d'ye-call-it 
as ſilenced * the Lord chamber lain. 
Your, &c. . 


1 
POST IE _—_— 


- RP -TRR IEEE 
Mr. CoN GRE VE to Mr. Por E. 
5 May 6. 
Have the pleaſure of your very kind letter. I 
1 have always been obliged to you for 'your 


In one of his papers called The Grumblery7*Þ. 
| friendſhip 
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friendſhip and concern for me, and am more 


affected with it, than I will take upon me to 
expreſs in this letter. I do aſſure you there is 


return wanting on my part, and am very 


 forry I had not the good luck to ſee che Dean 


before I left the town: it is a great pleaſure to 
me, and not a little vanity to think that he 

miſſes me. As to my health, which you are 
ſo kind to enquire after, it is not worſe than in 
London: I am almoſt afraid yet to ſay that it 
is better, for I cannot reaſonably expect much 


effect from theſe waters in ſo ſhort a time; but 


in the main they ſeem to agree with me. Here 
is not one creature that I know, which, next to 
the few I would chuſe, contributes very much 
to my ſatisfaction. At the ſame time that I re- 
gret the want of your coverſation, I pleaſe my- 
ſelf with thinking that you are where you firſt 
ought to be, and engaged where you cannot do 
too much. Pray, give my humble ſervice, and 
| beſt wiſhes to your good mother. I am ſorry 


you don't tell me how Mr. Gay does in his 


Health : I ſhould have been glad to have heard 
he was better. My young Amanuenſis, as you 
call him, I am afraid, will prove but a wooden 

one: and you know ex quovis ligno, &c. You 
will pardon Mrs. R—'s pedantry, and believe 


me to be 
- Tank &c. 
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44 S, eee, I am like 

to be impreſs'd, and enrall'd in the Liſt of Mr. 
Gti Authors; but, I thank God! I ſhall 
have your Company. I believe it high time 
you ſhould think of adminiſtring aneh E- 
metic. | 
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TO AND FROM 


SEVERAL PERSONS. 


From 1714 to 1721. 


. E T 1 8 E R 1 
: The Rev. Dean BznxLEY to Mr. Por. 


8 | Leghorn, May 1, 1714. 
81 take ingratitude to be a greater crime 
than impertinence, I chuſe rather to run 
ms riſque of being thought guilty of the lat- 
ter, than not to return you my thanks for a 
very agreeable entertainment you juſt now gave 
me. I have accidentally met with your Rape 


of the Lock here, having never ſren it before. 
Style, painting, judgment, ſpirit, I had already 


admired in other of your writings ; but in this 
TI am charm'd wr gs magic of your inven- 


dan, with. alt di e, allufrans, '=00 ime 
, cxplicable 
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_ Explicable beauties, which you raiſe ſo furprif- | 


ingly, and at the fame time fo naturally, out 


of a trifle. And yet I cannot ſay that I was 


more pleas'd with the reading of it, than Fam 
with the pretext it gives me to renew in your 


thoughts, the remembrance of one who values 


no happineſs beyond the friendſhip of men n of 


wit, learning and good- nature. 15 
I remember to have heard you mention ſome 


| half-form'd deſign of coming to Italy. What 
might we not expect from a Muſe that ſings ſo 


well in the bleak climate of England, if ſhe 


felt the ſame warm ſun, and breathed the ſame 


air with Virgil and Horace? 
There are here an incredible number of 


Poets, that have all the inclination, but want 


the genius, or perhaps the art, of the An- 


cients. Some among them, who underſtand 


Engliſh, begin to reliſh our Authors; and I 
am. informed, that at Florence they have 
tranſlated Milton into Italian verſe. If one 


who knows ſo well how to write like the old 


Latin poets, came among them ; it would pro- 
bably be a means to retrieve them from their. 
cold, trivial conceits, to an imitation of their 
predeceſſors. | 

As merchants, antiquaries, men n of pleaſure, 


&c. have all different views in travelling; I 


know not whether it might not be, worth a 
Poet's 


ro SEVERAL PERSONS. 315 
Poets while, to travel, in order to ſtore - his 


mind with ſtrong images of Nature. : 
Green fields and groves, flowery meadows 
and purlin 8 ſtreams are no where in ſuch per- 


fection as in England: but if you would know 


lightſome days, warm ſuns, and blue ſkies, 


you muſt come to Italy: and to enable a man 
to deſcribe rocks and precipices, it is abſolutely 


neceſſary that he paſs the Alps. 


| You will eaſily perceive that it is ſelf-intereſt 
makes me ſo fond of giving advice to one who 
has no need of it. If you came into theſe parts 


I ſhould fly to ſee you. I am here (by the favour 
of my good friend the Dean of St. Patrick's) in 


quality of Chaplain to the Earl of Peterborough ; 18 
who about three months ſince left the greateſt 
rt of his family in this town. God knows 


; baſe long we ſhall ſtay here, "Tam: 
Your, &c. 


ä 


* 1 
had | + Tons 


1 E T 7 2 E R IL 
Mr. Porz to Mr. NR in Ireland, 


June 9, 1716. 
H O', as you rightly remark, I pay my 


tax but once in half a year, yet you ſhall 
ſee "oy this letter u pon the neck of my laſt, that 


I pay 


as 
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T-pay a double tax, as we non-utors ought to 
do. Your acquaintance on this fide of the ſea 
are under terrible apprehenſions from your long 
_ ſtay in Ireland, that you may grow too polite 
for them; for we think (ſince the great ſucceſs 
of ſach a play as the Non-juror) that politeneſs 


is gone over the water: But others are of 


opinion it has been longer among you, and was 
introduced much about the fame time with 
Frogs, and with equal Succeſs. Poor Poetry ! 
_ the little that is left of it hero longs to croſs the 
ſeas, and leave Euſden in full and peaceable 
poſſeſſion of the Britiſh laurel : and we begin 


to with you had the finging of our poets, as 


well as the croaking of our frogs, to yourſelves, 
in ſcrrula ſaculorum. It would be well in ex- 
change, if Parnelle, and two or three more of 


5 your Swans would come hither, eſpecially that 


Swan, who, like a true modern one, does not 
ſing at all, Dr. Swift. I am (like the reſt of 
the world) a ſufferer by his idleneſs. Indeed I 
hate that any man ſhould be idle, while I muſt 
| tranſlate and comment; and I may the more 
. ſincerely wiſh for good poetry from others be- 
cauſe I am become a ao. raph out of the queſtion; 
for a Tranſlator is no more a poet, than a Taylor 
is a Man. 
' You are, doubtleſs, perſied of the riley 
of thx femons wee 25 12 
is 
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'Tis ; Expetfation moles 4 Bleſſing 14 


| 15 eee make your friends foncdes 


ing your return. Even Frank and Betty (that 
conſtant pair) cannot conſole themſelves fur 
your abſence ; I fancy they will be forced to 


on them) ſee, I ſay, how England has OT --- 


peꝛrſonages appear, . eee eee 
ob | 


of you than they are? There is no manner of 


than Anti-chriſt ; a man that hath abſented 
himſelf ſo long from his fands, ought to be 
put into the Gazette. | 
| Every body here has great need of you. 
Many faces have died for want of your pencil, 


and blooming Ladies have wither'd in expect- 


make their own picture in a pretty babe, before 
you come home: 'twill be a noble ſubject for a 
family piece. Come then, and having peop 


the eye of the world, creates beauties by looking 


the airs of all its heads in your abſence: and with 
what ſneaking city attitudes our moſt celebrated 


T8. 


Me. Forteſcue is — Gay comme- 


morates you; and: laſtly (to climb by juſt ſteps 
and degrees) my Lord Burlington deſires you 
may be put in mind of him. His gardens 
RL | . flouriſh 


wg > 
Ireland with a world of beautiful ſhadows, . 
come to us, and ſee with that eye (which, like 


T ̃— o 
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flouriſh, his ſtructures riſe, his pictures arrive, 


and (what is far more valuable than all) his 


own good qualities daily extend themſelves: to 
all about him: of whom I the meaneſt (next 
to ſome Italian Fidlers, and Engliſh OY - 
ama e inſtance. a. 14710 


W L. OE e's. 8 ? — a 5 * 


LETTER M 
To the ſame. "Tony 


Nov. 14, 1 1716. 


F I had not done my alc to lead my life 
ſo pleaſantly as to forget all misfortunes, I 


| ſhould tell you I reckoned your abſence no 


ſmall one; but I hope you have alſo had many 
good and pleaſant reaſons to forget your friends 


on this fide the world. Tf a wiſh could / tranſ- 


port me to you and. your preſent companions, I 
could do the fame. Dr. Swift, I believe, is a 
very good landlord, and a chearful hoſt at his 

own table: I ſuppoſe he has perfectly learnt 
himſelf, what he has taught ſo many others, 
rupta non inſanire lagena: elſe he would not 
make a proper hoſt for your humble ſervant, 


who (you know) tho' he drinks a glaſs as ſel- | 
dom as any man, contrives to break one as 


often. But tis a conſolation to me, that I can 


do this, and many other enormities, under my 
neff. bit 7 


| * 
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But that you and I are upon equal terms, in 

all friendly lazineſs, and have taken an invio- 
lable 0 to each other, always do what we 
will; I ſhould reproach you for ſo long a ſilence. 
The beſt amends you can make for ſaying no- 
thing to me, is by ſaying all the good you can 
of me, which is, that I heartily love and eſteem 


E the Dean and Dr. Parnelle. 


Gay is yours and theirs. His ſpirit is aan A 
ened very much in the cauſe of the Dean, 
which has broke forth in a courageous cou- 
plet or two upon Sir Richard Blackmore: He 
has printed it with his name to it, and bravely 
aſſigns no other reaſon, than that the faid Sir 
Richard has abuſed Dr. Swift. I have alſo 
ſuffered in the like cauſe, and ſhall ſuffer more 
_ unleſs Parnelle ſends me his Zoilus and Book- 
worm (which the Biſhop of Clogher, I hear, 
greatly extols) it will be ſhortly, concurrere 
Bellum atque Virum—1 love you all, as much 
as I deſpiſe moſt wits in this dull country. Ire, 


land has turned the tables upon England; and 


if I have no poetical friend in my own nation, 
I'll be as proud as Scipio, and fay (ſince I am 
reduced. to ſkin and bone) _ on 
alla * habeas. . 


n 
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70e che fame. 


ieee OE Be Ie, Nov. 29, ii. 22 
AT you have not heard from me of 
I Hate, afcribe not to the ufual lazineſs of 
your correſpondent, but to a ramble to Oxford, 
where your name is mentroned with honbur, 
even in a land flowing with Tories. I had the 


4 


good fortune there to be often in the converſa- 


tion of Dr. Clarke: He entertain d me with ſe- 
veral drawings, and particularly with the origt- 
nal deſigns off Inigo Jones's Whitehall. I there 
ſaw and reverenced ſome of your firſt pieces ; 
which future painters: are to look upon as we 
Poets do on the Culex e 

ef Homer,” > 

eng named this late piss, hive is leans | 
to aſk what is become of Dr. Parnelle and his 
Frogs a? Oblituſque meorum, obliviſrendus et Hs, 
might be Horace's with, but wilt never he 
mine while I have ſuch meorums as Dr. Parnelle 
and Dr. Swift. 1 hope the Spring will reſtore 
you to us, and with you all the beauties and 


colours of nature. Not but I congrarutins you 0 


+ He tranſlate the Batxchom of Homer, which is 7 


. 


-# 
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* 
* 
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en the pleaſure you muſt take in being admir d 


in your own country, which ſo ſeldom happens 


| to Prophets and Poets; but in this you have the 
adyantage of Poets; you are maſter of an art 


that muſt proſper and grow rich, as long as 
people love, or are proud of themſelves, of 
their own 1 However, you have ſtay'd 
long enough, methinks, to have painted all the 


numberleſs Hiſtories of old Ogygia. If you 


have begun to be hiſtorical, I recommend to 
1 which every pious Iriſhman 


to begin with, that of är Patrick; to 


the end you may be obliged (as Dr. P. was 


when he tranſlated the Batrachomuomachia) o 
come into England, to copy the frogs, and ſuch | 
other vermin as were never ſeen in that land | 


face the time of that Confeſſor. 


I long to ſee you a Hiſtory painter, ; Yau = 

| have already done enough for the private; do 
lIomeming for the public; and be not con 
N like the reſt, to draw only ſuch. filly 


f 8 28 our on faces tell of us. The An- 
cients too expect you ſhould do them right; 
_ thoſe Statues from which you learned 


beautiful and noble Ideas, demand it as a 
piece of gratitude from you, to make them. 


truly known to all nations, in the account 


- you intend to _ of their — 1 
| 8 JJ 
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hope you think more warmly Kami , 
that deſign a. 1 
As to your enquiry about your houſe; Wükn d f 
come within the walls, they put me in me 
thoſe of 'Carthage, where your” friend, hs vn | 
N Trojan, 
mnimum Pictura "paſeit inan. 7 Þ 
For the ſpacious manſion, like'a Turkiſh 
vanſerah, entertains the — 5 
bare lodging. I rule the family very ill, keep 
bad hours, and lend out your pictures about tile 
town. See what it is to have a poet in your |: ö 
houſe ! Frank indeed does all he can in ſucha 
circumſtance; for, conſidering he has a Wild 
beaſt in it, he conſtantly keeps the door chain d: 
Every time itis open d, the links rattle, the we 
hinges roar. The houſe ſeems ſo ſenfible thay! 
you are its ſupport, that it is ready to drop it 
your abſence ; but I ſtill truſt myſelf under | 
roof, as depending that Providence will preſerye _/ 
4o many Raphacl's, Titian 's, and Guide's, a8 % 
Ne in your Cabinet. Surely the ſing ; 


* Mr. Pope ue to ſay | they had melt; the | __ 
he had had an acquaintanee | deep in | 
Mich three eminent Painters, ture, icht Nb | 
all men of parts and inge- | the other in the doi or - 
nuity, büt without common | Fate, without Philoſophy ; 
*ſenfe. Inſtead of valuing | and the third in the 5 
themſelves on their perform- | tion of Don — Rich- 
anuces in their own art, where | out Spaniſh. 1 
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obe Poet can hardly be ſo heavy, as to bring an 
old houſe over the heads of fo many paintets. 
Jo a word, your houſe is falling; but what of 5 


N 
ö ene . 
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E "The Hon, Mr. Caaces to Mr. Flat 
Ko Paris, Sept. 2, 1716. 
. N poſt brought me the favour of your 
letter of the 1th Aug. O. 8. It would 
de taking too much upon me to decide, that it 
T was a witty one; I never pretend to more judg- 
- ment than to know what. pleaſes me, and can 
ure you, it was a very agreeable one. The 


Froof I .can give you of my fincerity in this 
= n, is, that I hope and deſire you would 
at 


ſtop at this, but continue more of them. 

I am in a place where pleaſure is continually 
\, Tag The Princes ſet the example, and the 
| "ſubjects follow at a diſtance. The Ladies are 
of all parties a, by which means the converſa- 
tion of the men is very much ſoftened and fa- 
ſhioned from thoſe blunt diſputes on Politics, 
and * jeſts, we are ſo guilty of; while the 


: 


1 


freedom 


1 2 


324 LETTERS TO AND |» 


freedom of the women takes away all formality | 
and conſtraint, I muſt own; at the ſame time, 
theſe Beauties are a little too artificial for my 
taſte : you have ſeen a French picture, the Ori- 
ginal is more painted, and ſuch a cruſt of pow- 
der and eſſence in their hair, that you can ſee 
no difference between black and red. By dif- 
uſing ſtays, and indulging themſelves at ta- 
= they run out of all ſhape ; but as to that, 
they may give a good reaſon, they prefer con- 
veniency to parade, and are, by this means, as 
| dy, as they are 574 "—_— to be cha- 
A 
l am ſurpriz d to find I hav wrote woch 
ſcandal; I fancy I am either ſetting up for a 
wit, or imagine I muſt write in this ſtyle to a 
wit; J hope you'll prove a good-natur'd one, and 
not only let me hear from you ſometimes, but 
; forgive the ſmall encouragement you meet with. 
I wor't trouble myſelf to finiſh finely ; a true 
compliment is better than a good one; and I 
can aſſure you, without any; _ 1 am nid 
fncerely, "bo 
2 | gr, Yours, &c. 


2 . 
a 
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SIR. ; „ ts May 5. 1 
6— 2 18th 
of laſt month, but out of a deſire to give 


| you ſome certain and fatifactory account, which 
way, and at what time, you might take your 
Journey. 


I am now commiſſion d to tell you, 
that Mr. Craggs will expect you on the riſing 
of the Parliament, which will be as ſoon as he 
can receive you in the manner he would receive 
a man de belles lettres, that is, in tranquillity 
and full leiſure. I dare fay your way of life 
(which, in my taſte, will be the beſt in the 
world, and with one of the beſt men in the 
world) muſt prove highly to your contentment. 


7 me, as I ſhall reap a particular advantage from 
the good I ſhall have done in bringing you to- 
nn by ſeeing it in my own neighbors 


„ profit Mr. Pope recom- 


And, I muſt add, it will be ſtill the more a joy to 


| learned education: he want- | mended Mr. Fenton; but | 


ed to improve himſelf in let- | Mr. Craggs's untimely death 
ters, deſired Mr. Pope prevented the two latter 
to chuſe him out a polite | from receiving the mutual 

ſcholar, by whoſe converſa- benefits of ds connexion, 


mn * | ' 
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hood. Mr. Craggs has taken a houſe cloſe by 
mine, whither he [propoſes to come in three 
weeks: In the mean time I heartily invite you 
to live with me; where a frugal and philoſo- 
phical diet, for a time, may give you a high 


er 
reliſh of that elegant way of hw you will enter 
into after. I defire to know by. tho: fart, poſt 
how ſoon I may hope us you: . 0 8 
I am a little ſcandalized at your FERN 
that your time lies heavy on your hands; when 
the Muſes have put ſo many good materials into 
your head to employ them. As to your queſtion, 
What I am doing? I anſwer, Juſt what I have 
been doing ſome years, my duty; ſecondly re- 
| lieving myſelf with neceſſary amuſements, or 
exerciſes, which ſhall ſerve me inſtead of phyſic 
as long as they can; thirdly, reading till I am 
tired; and, laſtly, writing when I have no 
other thing in the dot or no {ras 
to entertain in company. 
My mother is, I thank. Gods the; infer, if 
not the better, for my cares; and I am the 
| happier in that regard, as well as in the con- 
ſciouſneſs of doing ny beſt. My next felicity 
is in retaining the good opinion of honeſt men, 
who think me not quite undeſerving of it; 
and in finding no injuries from others hurt me, 
as long as I know myſelf. I will add-the fin- 
cerity with which I a&t n ingenious and 


n 
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undeſigning men, and which makes me always. 
(ever . 1 their friend; there- 

1 Your, Kc. 
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Dean BurxLEY to Mr. Porz. 7 


Naples, Oct. 22, N. 5. 1717. 
eee 
you with a letter, but was diſcouraged for 
want of ſomething: that I could think worth 
ſending fifteen hundred miles. Italy is ſuch an 
exhauſted ſubject, that, I dare ſay, you d eaſily 
forgive my ſaying nothing of it; and the ima- 


* 


gination of a Poet is a thing ſo nice and deli- 


cate, that it is no eaſy matter to find out images 
capable of giving pleaſure to one of the few, 
who {in any age) have come up to that charac- 
ter. I am nevertheleſs lately returned from an 
land, where I paſſed three or four months; 
which, were it {ct out in its true colours, might, 
methinks, amuſe you agreeably enough for a 
| Want or two. The land Inarime is an epi- 


* Afterwards Biſhop of 5 Philonous, the Minute Phi- 


yne in Ireland, Author | loſo pher, Kc. 
20 ma of RO : | 
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tome of the whole earth, containing within the 
compaſs of eighteen miles, a wonderful variety 
of hills, yales, ragged rocks, fruitful plains, 
and barren mountains, all thrown 8 in a 
moſt romantic confuſion. The air is in the 
hotteſt ſeaſon conſtantly refreſhed by cool breezes 
from the ſea. The vales produce excellent 
wheat and Indian corn, but are moſtly covered 
with vineyards intermixed with e Be- 
ſides the common kinds, as cherries, apricots, 
peaches, &c. they produce oranges, limes, al- 
monds, pomegranates, figs, water-melons, and 
many other fruits unknown to our climates, 
which lie every-where open to the paſſenger. 
The hills are the greater part covered to the 
top with vines, ſome with cheſnut groves, and 
others with thickets of myrtle and lentiſcus. 
The fields in the northern ſide are divided by 
hedge- rows of myrtle. Several fountains and 
rivulets add ta the beauty of this landſcape, 
which is likewiſe ſet off by the variety of ſome 
barren | pots, 'and naked rocks, But that which 
crowns the ſcene is a large mountain, riſing 
out of the middle of the ifland (once a terrible 
Volcano, by the ancients called Mons Epo- 
meys) ; its lower parts are adorned with vines, 
and other fruits ; the middle affords paſture to 
flocks of goats nd ſheep; andi the top is a ſandy 
pointed rock, from 128 you have the fineſt 


Pe | 
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in the world, ſurveying at one view, 
4 beſides Ne pleaſant iſlands lying at your 
feet, a tract of Italy about three hundred miles 
in length, from the promontory of Antium to 
the cape of Palinurus: the greater part of which - 
| hath been ſung by Homer and Virgil, as making 
a U part of the travels and adventures 
of their two heroes. The iſlands Caprea, Pro- 
chyta, and Parthenope, together with Cajeta, 
Cumæ, Monte Miſeno, the habitations of Circe, 
che Syrens, and the Læſtrigones, the bay of 
Naples, the promontory of Minerva, and the 
whole Campagnia felice, make but a part of 
this noble landſcape; which would demand an 
imagination as warm, and numbers as flowing as 
your own, to deſcribe it. The inhabitants of this 
delicious iſle, as they are without riches and ho- 
nours, ſo are they without the vices and follies 
that attend them; and were they but as much 
ſtrangers to revenge, as they are to avarice and 
ambition, they might in fact anſwer the poeti- 
cal notions of the golden age. But they have 
got, as an alloy to their happineſs, an ill habit. 
of murdering one another on flight offences. 
We had an inſtance of this the Loc night 
after our arrival, a youth of eighteen being 
ſhot dead by our door: and yet by the ſole 
ſectet of minding our own buſineſs, we found 
# means of living ſecurely among thoſe dan- 


2 F008 
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gerous people. Would you know how we paſ 
the time at Naples? Our chief entertainment is 
the; devotion, of our neighbours: beſides the 
gaiety of their churches (where folks go to ſee 
What they call ana bella Devotione, (i. e.) a fort 
af religious opera) they make fireworks almoſt 
_ week, out of devotion; the ſtreets, are 
often hung with arras, out of devotion. ;, and 
(what is, ſtill more. ſtrange) the ladies invite 
Scan to. chair houſes, and treat them with 
ſweetmeats, out of devotion ; in a 
word, were it not for this devotion of its inha- 


ditants, Naples would have little elſe to re- ” 


commend it, beſide the air and ſituation, 
Learning is in no very thriving ſtate here, as 
indeed no- where elſe in Italy; however, among 


many pretenders, ſome men of taſte are to be 


met with. A friend of mine told me not long 
fince,. that, being to viſit Salvini at Florence, he 
notes extremely, and could find no other fault 
with the verſion, but that he thought it ap- 


| preached. too near a paraphraſe; which ſhews 


him not to be ſufficiently acquainted with our 
language. I wiſh you health to go on with 
that noble work, and when you have that, I 
need not wiſh you ſucceſs. You will do me the 
juſtice to believe, that whatever relates to your 


ene ee oh . 
Your, Kc. 
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HE Maid ert wa K the bo- 
— ſom, to render the ſoul of man viſible, 
is what every honeſt friend has manifold reaſan 
to wiſh for; yet even that would not do in our 
caſe, while you are ſo far d from me, 
and ſo long. I begin to fear y ou'll die in Ire- 
land, and that Denunciation will be fulfilled 
upon you,  Hibernus es, et in Hiberniam rever- 
 teris. I ſhould be apt to think you in Sancho's 
caſe ; ſome Duke has made you Governor of 
an Iſland, or wet place, and you are admini- 
ſtring laws to the wild Iriſh. But Imuſt OWNy 
| when you talk of Building and Planting, you 
touch my ſtring ; and I am as apt tb pardon 
| you, as the fellow that thought himſelf Jupiter + 
would have pardon'd the other madman who 
call d himſelf his brother Neptune. Alas, Sir, 
do you know whom you talk to? one that has 
been a Poet, was degraded to a Tranſlator, and, 
at laft, thro' mere dulneſs, is turn'd an Archi- 


tet, You know Martial's cenſure, Præconem 
facito vel Architeum. However, I have one 
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(as Bays ſays), the next news y you may expect 
to hear, is that I am in debt. 


The hiſtory of my Tranſplantation and ſet | 


tlement which you deſire, would require a 
volume, were I bo enumerate the many pro- 
jects, difficulties, / viciſſitudes, and various fates 
attending that important part of my life: much 
more, ſhould I deſcribe' the many Draughts, 
Elevations, Profiles, Perſpectives, &c. of eyery 
Palace and Garden propoſed, intended, and hap- 
pily raiſed, by the ſtrength ' of that faculty 
wherein all great Genius's excel, Imagination. 
At laft, the Gods and fate have fix'd me on 
the borders of the Thames, in the diſtricts of 
Richmond and Twickenham: It is here I 
have paſs'd an intire year of my life, without 
any fix'd abode in London, or more than caſting 
a tranſitory glance (for a day or two at moſt in 
a month) on the pomps of the Town. It is 
here I hope to receive you, Sir, returned from 
eternizing the Ireland of this age. For you my 
ſtructures riſe ; for you my Colonades extend 


their wings; for you my groves aſpire, and roſes . | 


bloom. And, to fay truth, I hope poſterity 


(which, no doubt, will be made acquainted with 
all theſe things) will look upon it as one of the 
principal motives of my Architecture, that it 

was a manſion prepar'd to receive you, againſt 
your own ſhould fall to duſt, which is deſtin'd 
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do be the tomb of poor Frank and Betty, and 
he immortal monument of the Fidelity of | 
' two ſuch Servants, who have excell'd in con- 
| Nancy the very Rats of your family. = 
What more can I tell you of myſelf? & 
e and yet all put together fo little, that I 
| ſcarce care or know, how to do it. But the 
very reaſons that are againſt putting it upon 
paper, are as ſtrong for telling it you in perſon ; 
on T-am won eee by 
faction of it. 3 
: As preſent 1 confider you bound in by-the 
Iriſh ſea, like the ghoſts in Virgil, 
ee Triſti palus inamabilis unden 
Alligar, et novies Styx circumfuſa cuerrer? 

and I can'texpreſs how I long to renew our old 
intercourſe and converſation, our morning con- 
ferences in bed in the ſame room, our evening 
walks in the park, our amuſing voyages on the 
water, our philoſophical ſuppers, our lectures, 

our diſſertations, our gravities, our reveries; our 
fooleries, or what not ?—This awakens the me- 
mory of. ſome of thoſe who have made a part 

in all theſe. Poor Parnell, Garth, Rowe | You 
Juſtly reprove me for not ſpeaking of the death 

| of the laſt: Parnelle was too much in my mind, 
to whoſe memory Iam erecting the beſt monu- 
ment I can, What he gave me to publiſh, 

- was but a k of what he left behind 
him ; 
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kim; but it wras the daft, and I will not male 
bebuiet at Cheſter,or. Dublin; — 
has been, or is to be taken for his monument, 
cc. Vet I have not neglected my deypirs to 
Mr. Rowe; I am writing this very day his Epi- 
taph for Weſtminſter- Abbey After theſe, the 
beſt- natur d of Men, Sir Samuel Garth, has left 
me in the trueſt concern for his loſs. His, death 
vas very heroical, and yet unaffected enough to 
| have made a faint or a Philoſopher famous. But 
all tongues, and worſe hearts have branded even 
his laſt moments, as: wrongfully as they did his 
life, with Irreligion. You um have heard 
a good Chriſtian without knoꝰ ing himfelf obe 
v2, Ram De. Coe) | 
125 2 6 our b. 


2 This ſuppoſes 1 an TIME ls could | 
"abſolute «fps of Chriſ- | be the occaſion of the firſt; 
ittanity than a rejection of it; whereas, an underſtanding ill 
and ſeems to be the more in· | fitted to judge of the nature 
excuſable condition of the | of evidence, might _ betray 


. For nothing but ae N 
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LETTER = | 
To Mr. COTE a 1 


13 | Sept. 17. 
gaiety of your: letter proves you . not 
5 ſo ſtudious of Wealth as many of your 
profeſſion. are, fince you can derive matter of 
mirth from want of buſineſs. Vou are none of 
choſe Lawyers who deſerve the motto of the de- 
vil, Circuit quærens quem devoret. . But your 
Circuit will at leaſt procure you Fe 
greateſt of temporal bleſſings, Health, What 
an advantageous cireumſtance is it, for one that 
loves rambling ſo well, to be a grave and repu- 
table rambler? while (like your fellow Circui- 
teer, the Sun) you travel the round of the earth, 
and behold all the iniquities under the heavens? 
You are much a ſuperior genius to me in ram- 
bling; you, like a Pigeon (to which I would 
ſooner compare a Lawyer than to a Hawk) can 
fly ſome hundred leagues at a pitch; I, like a 
Nn am continually in motion indeed, 
but it is about a cage of three foot : my little 
excurſions are but like thoſe of a ſhopkeeper, 
who walks every day à mile or two before his 
on door, but 9 bis buſineſs all the While. 


Levrers 7 0 An - 


. not but communicate to ſome ladies of 
your acquaintance, I am of opinion, if you 


continued a correſpondence of the fame fort 


during a whole Circuit, it could not fail to 


pleaſe the {ex, better than half the novels they 
read ; there would be in them what they love 
above all things, a moſt happy union of Truth 
and Scandal. I affure you the Bath affords no- 
ching equal to it: It is on the contrary full of 
grave and ſad men, Mr. Baron S. Lord Chief 
Juſtice A. Judge P. and Counſellor B. who 
has a large pimple on the tip of his noſe, but 
| thinks it inconſiſtent with his gravity to wear a 
patch, notwithſtanding the precedent of an emi- 
g WA - I am, dear Sir, . 


** 2 . A —_— - 
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LETTER X. 
To the Earl of BURLINGTOR, | 


_ My G 
F your Mare could freak, the would give 
an account of what extraordinary company 


- ſhe had on the road; which ſince ſhe cannot 
do, I will. 
It was the enterprizing Mr. Lintot, the : 1 
doubtable rival of Mr. Tonſon, who, mounted 

on a ſtone-horſe (no diſagreeable companion to 
7 © your 


3 
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your Lordſhip's mare) overtook me in Wind- 
ſor- foreſt. He faid, he heard I deſign d for 


Oxford, the ſeat of the Muſes, and would, as 5 


my bookſeller, wy: all means, n mo 
thither. 
I aſk'd him where he 5 his hacks? 2 He ans: 
fwer'd he got it of his Publiſher : . For that 
e rogue my Printer (aid he) diſappointed me: 
eV hoped to put him in good humour by a 
e treat at the tavern, of a brown fricaſſee of 
« fabbits, which coſt two ſhillings, with two 
« quarts of wine, beſides my converſation. I 
o 


2 


« Tonſon had juſt ſuch another deſign of go- 


ing to Cambridge, expeCting there the copy 
« of a new kind of Horace from Dr.. 


« and if Mr. Tonſon went, he was proingnied 
«to attend him, being to have ns Printing of = 


e the ſaid copy.” 


$0 in ſhort, I bbrrow/d this ehch 1 
« my publiſher, which he had of Mr. Old- 
mixon for a debt; he lent me too the pretty 


ce boy you ſee after me: he was a ſmutty dog 


« yeſterday, and coſt. me near two hours to 


« waſh the ink off his face; but the Devil is a 


_ « fair-condition'd Devil, and very forward in 


« his' catechiſe : if you have ys more baggs, 


c he ſhall carry them 
PL. VI". 2 | T thought 


thought myſelf cock-ſure of his horſe, which 
« he readily promis d me, but faid that Mr. 
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I thought Mr. Lintot's civility not to be neg | 
| lected, fo gave the boy a ſmall bag, containing 
three ſhirts and an Elzevir Virgil; and mounting 
in an inſtant proceeded. on. the road, with my 
man before, my courteous ſtationer beſide, and 
the aforeſaid devil behind. | 
Mr. Lintot began in this manner. © Now 
« damn them! what if they ſhould put it into 
« the news- paper, how you and I went together 
“ to Oxford? what would I care? If I ſhould 
$90. down into Suſſex, they would ſay I was 
« gone to the Speaker. But what of that? If 
my ſon were but big enough to go on with 
e the buſineſs, by G d I would up goo 
« company as old Jacob.” 
Hereupon I enquir'd of his ſon. „The lad 
« (ſays he) has fine parts, but is ſomewhat 
* fickly, much as you are! ſpare for nothing 
<© in his Education at Weſtminſter. Pray, don't 
you think Weſtminſter to be the beſt ſchool 
« in England! moſt of the late Miniſtry came 
te out of it, ſo did many of this Miniſtry. I 
hope the boy will make his fortune.” 
Don't you deſign to let him paſs a year at 
Oxford? © To what purpoſe (ſaid he) the Uni- 
« verſities do but make Pedants, and I intend to 
e breed him a man of buſineſs.” _ 
As Mr. Lintot was talking, I obſerv d he ſate 
| —_— on his . for which I expreſs d 
| | BY ſome 
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ſome ſolicitude ; Nothing, ſays he; I can bear 
it well enough; but fince we have the day be- 


fore us, methinks it would be very pleaſant for 


you to reſt a-while under the woods. When 


vs were alighted, See here, what a mighty 


pretty Horace I have in my Pocket! what if 


you amus d yourſelf in turning an ode, till 


« we mount again? Lord ! if you pleas d, what 


a clever Miſcellany might you make at leiſure 
te hours?” Perhaps I may, ſaid I, if we ride 


on; the motion is an aid tom y fancy, a round 


trott very much awakens my bis, then jog 
on apace, and III think as hard as J can. 


Silence enſued for a full hour; after which 


Mr. Lintot lugg'd the reins, ſtopd ſhort, and 
broke out, Well, Sir, how far have you gone?“ 


I anſwer d, „Seven Miles. Z— ds, Sir, ſaid 
Lintot, I thought you had done ſeven ſtanzas. 
« Oldſworth, in a ramble round Wimbleton- 


ce hill, would tranſlate a whole ode in half this 


« time. III ſay that for Oldſworth (tho' I loſt 
« by his Timody $) he tranſlates an ode of Ho- 


« race the quickeſt of any man in England. 1 
« remember Dr. King would write verſes in a 
< tavern three hours after he could not ſpeak.: 


<« and there's Sir Richard, in that rumbling old 


s chariot of his, between Fleet-ditch and St. 
6 Giles's pound, ellnks parka Je” 
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* Pray, Mr. Lintot (aid T) now you talk of. 
* "Tranſlators; what is your method of manage- 
e ing them? Sir (reply'd he) thoſe are the 
tc ſaddeſt pack of rogues/ in the world: in a 
vc hungry fit, they'll ſwear they underſtand all 
t the languages in the univerſe: I have known 
«one of them take down a Greek book upon 
«© my counter, and cry, Ah, this is Hebrew, 
« ] muſt read it from the latter End. By Gd 
J can never be ſure in theſe fellows, for 1 
tt neither underſtand Greek, Latin, French, not 
« Italian myſelf. But this is my way; I agree 
« with them for ten ſhillings per ſheet, with a 
*« proviſo, that I will have their doings corrected 
by whom 1 pleaſe; ſo by one or other they 
« are led at laſt to the true ſenſe of an author; 3 
« my judgment giving the negative to all my 
* tranſlators.” But how are you ſecure thoſe 
correctors may not impoſe upon you? «© Why I 
« get any civil gentleman ( eſpecially any 
* Scotchman) that comes into my ſhop, to read 
the original to me in Engliſh ; by this I know 
« whether my firſt tranſlator be Seficient and - 
ven whether art corrector merits his N or 
not? | 
« PII tell you what r to me laſt 
* month: I bargained with S* for a new ver- 
« ſion of Lucretius to publiſh againſt Tonſon's; 


« agreeing WG * the author ſo OR: ſhillings 
ww at 
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at his producing ſo many lines. 
<< great progreſs in a very ſhort chain) and I gave 
it to the corrector to compare with the Latin; 


but he went directly to Creech's tranſlation, | 


. and found it — Raſhes for word, all but 

the firſt page. Now, what d'ye think I did? 

] arreſted the tranſlator for a cheat; nay, and 
*© Iſtopt the co Qor's pay too, upon this proof 


d that he had r made uſe . pe rer ns 


ee the original/** 111 46. 205 0 4 
Pray tell me next how you: weak vi 4 
Critics ? „ Sir, ſaid he, nothing more eaſy. I 


t can ſilence the moſt formidable of them: the 


« rich ones for a ſheet a piece of the blotted 
< manuſcript, which coſt me nothing; they ll 
go about with it to their acquaintance, and 

pretend they had it from the author, who 
« ſubmitted to their correction: this has given 
<« ſome of them ſuch an air, that in time they 
e come to be conſulted with, and dedicated to, 


as the top Critics of the town. As for the 


« poor critics, I'll give you one inſtance of my 
« management, by which you may gueſs at 
* the reſt: A lean man, that look d like a very 
« good ſcholar, came to me tother day; he 
turned over your Homer, ſhook his go" 


** ſhrug'd up his ſhoulders, and piſh'd at every 


3 « line of it: One would wonder (ſays he) at 


8 He made a 
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mer is no eder ; 8 
ic every. He was going on, when my 
1 wiſe oaliad to. dinner: Sir, faid I, will you 
70 Te eee weſt: Mr. 
45 ——— dhle; great bool, 1 — 
<«« concerned on your acc: Sir, I am much 
c obliged to you: Aa ens eee 
<. of beef, together with a ſlice of pudding 
* Mr. Lintot, I do not ſay but Mr. Pope, if he | 
e would condeſcend- to adviſe- with men of 
0 a learning Sir, the pudding is upon the table, 
<< if you pleaſe to go in My cntic complies, 
<« he comes to a taſte of your poetry, and tells 
time in the ſame breath, that the book is com- 
. een. and the pudding excellent. 
Now, Sir (concluded Mr. Lintot) in re- 
cet turn to the frankneſs 1 have ſhewn, pray tell 
« me, Is it the opinion of your friends at court 
te that my Lord Lanſdown will be brought to 
the bar or not? I told him I heard he would 
not, and J hop d it, my Lord being one T had 
particular obligations to. That may be (re- 

© ply'd Mr. Lintot) but by G— 4 if he is not, 
4 J ſhall a ths "RE eee — 
e - 

Theſe, wy, doit traits by whit 
you __ wane . . eee of Aan . 
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dae tim 4s fon as 1 


n T enjoy bebe are not to ks 
— pe und the pleaſures from 
1 meet your 


kope in a few days to calt myſelf 

bon your back ut your feet. e 
Lam, bee. C 
of 1 f 7 
„ ISR, 
10 we Duke Deer ih am | 


05 anſwer to a Letter i in which he inelbſed the De- 


5 ſeription of „ written * him 
do the D. of Sh.) 


a 1 . ; SECS. 7 
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INV was one or thioſs 155 authors th 
had a warm houſe over his head, nay two 
- houſes, as appears by two of his epiſties. I 
believe; if any of his contemporary authors durſt 
have inform'd the public where they lodged, - 
ve ſhould have found the garrets of Rome as 
well inhabited; as thoſe of Fleet-ſtreet ; but tis 
dangerous to let creditors into ſuch a ſecret, 
therefore we may preſume that then, as well as 
Yar ve N 1 85 where nn lived but 
24 cee 
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Fo ſeems that when Virgil came to Rome, he 
; had no lodging at all: he firſt introduc'd him- 
{elf to Auguſtus by an epigram, beginning 
Noce pluit tota an obſervation which proba- 
| bly he had not, made, dale he. Wenn nul 
night! in tho ſtreet. . 
Where Juvenal lived cannot a afigns. roy 
in one of his ſatyrs —— — 

five price of lodgings; neither do I believe he 
would have talk d ſo feelingly of Codrus's 
bed, if there had been room for a bedfellow i in 
it. 


. 1 believe, with all the Medion of Pliny, 
he would have been glad to have changed both 


| his houſes for his Grace's one; which is a coun- 


try-houſe in the ſummer, and a town- houſe in 
| the winter, and muſt be owned to be the pro- 
pereſt habitation for a wiſe man, who ſees all 
the world change very ſeaſon mente 
changing bimſelf. ee Wat e 5 
I have been reading the deſcri tion af Plays 
houſe with an eye to yours, but, finding they 
will bear no compariſon, will try if it can be 
matched by the large country ſeat I inhabit at 
preſent, and ſee what figure. it "Os e hy | 
the help of a florid deſcription. | 

You muſt expect nothing regular ; in ny, 781 


ſcription, any more than in the houſe; the 


whole vaſt edifice 1 is ſo * bn the ſeveral 
parts 
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— on from the 


yet lo joining-againg”+ 
in one of ena poetical fits, 1 imagined: it had 


1 dont know which 5 . 
 endeavourd to get — mY 
th r 

| nothing) leſs} you find yourſelf in — on of. 
office: From he parlour you think to, ſtep 
into the drawing - room, but upon opening the 


iron- nail d door, you are convinced by a flight 


of birds about your ears, and a cloud of duſt in 


vour eyes, that it is the Pigeon-houſe. If you 


come into the chapel, you find its altars, like 
thoſe of the, Ancients, continually. ſmoaking, 
but it 4s, with- the ſteams ende n 
ne within i is 1 6 igh.and A 
8 one ſide with a very long table, a 

true image of ancient hoſpitality; the walls are 
all over ornamented . with monſtrous horns of 

; ahout; Un pas wah Sie ten or 2 

matchl, 
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——— FIRE ſafvrin'd d had 
_ ferv'd in the civil wars, Here is one'valt arch' 
wihdow beautifully darken d with divers ſeut- 
 cheons of painted glaſs; one ſhining” pane” in 
bears date 1286, which alone pre- 
ſerves che memory W ee e 
mour is long ſince periſhed 
whole alabaſter noſe is moulgerd fem his mo 
nument. The face of dame Eleanor in another 
piece owes more to that ſingle pane than to all 
the glaſſes ſhe ever conſulted in her life. Aſter 
this,' who can ſay r e e d e 
not half ſo frail as human beau 
and yet I can't but ſigh to think tha che moſt . 
_ authentic record of ſo ancient a family ſhould 
ne at the [mercy of every infant who flings a 
ſtone. © In former days there have din d in this 
hall garter'd Knights, and courtly Dames, 
tended by uſhers, ſewers, and — and 
yet it was but laſt night, duee per 3 | 
and miſtook it for a barn. 1 de 
This hall lets you (up knit Howl rd ar 
high threſhold into the great parlour. Its con- 
tents are a broken-belly'd virginal, a couple of 
cripled velvet chairs, with two or three mill- 
_ dew'd pictures of mouldy anceſtors, WhO look 
as difmally as if they came freth' from hell 
with all their brimftone about them; theſe-are 


carefully let at the farther-corner, for che Win- 
dows 
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ene. ar gde ef een 
try, which lets you on one hand and bother into 
a bed · chamber, a buttery, and a ſmall hole call 4 
the chaplain's ſtudy: then follow a brew. 5 
a little green and gilt parlour, t dle. 
ſtairs, under which is the dairy; a little farthe 
on the right the ſervants hall, and by the fide: 
| of it up ſix ſteps, the old lady's cloſet for her 
private devotions; which has a lettice into the 
hall, intended (as we imagine) that at the ſame: | 
time as ſhe pray'd, ee AGE Mon 294 
men and maids. . There are upon the. * 
ee ee ee among w 
1 muſt not forget . eee eee 
large Antiquity of timber, that ſeems met 
been either a bedſtead, or a cyder-pre 5 
The kitchen is built in em of the Rotunda, 
being one vaſt vault to the top of the Houſe ; 
where one aperture ſerves to let out the ſmoke, 
and let in the light. By the black neſ of the 
walls, the circular fires, vaſt cauldrons, yawn- 
ing mouths of ovens and furnaces, you would 
think it either the forge of Vulcan, the cave of 
„ . BET 39008 


5 
* 
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| horror of this place has made ſuch an im preſ. 
ſion on the country people, that they hates 
the Witches keep their Sabbath here; and that 
once a year the Devil treats them with infernal 
veniſan, * 5 1 e W ſtuff d * at 0:0 
mik. OOTY e 
Wa e ee 0 55 W 
you never paſs out of one into another but 5 
the aſcent or deſcent of two or three ſtairs. Our 
beſt: room is very long and low, of the exact 
proportion of a Band- box. In moſt of theſe 
rooins there are hangings of the ſineſt work in 
the world, that is to ſay, thoſe which Arachne 
ſpins from her own bowels; | Were it not for 
this only furniture, the whole would be a mi- 
ſerable ſcene of naked walls, flaw d cielings, 
broken windows, and ruſty locks. The roof is 
ſo decay di that after a favourable! ſhower we 
may expect a crop of muſhrooms between the 
chinks of our floors. All the; doors are as little 
and low as thoſe to the cabbins of Packet- boats. 
| Theſe rooms have for many years had no other 
inhabitants than certain rats, whoſe very age 
renders them worthy of this Seat, for the very 
rats of this venerable houſe are grey: ſince theſe 
have not yet quitted it, we hope at leaſt that this 
ancient manſion may not fall during the ſmall 
remnant theſe poor animals have to live, who are 


now. too infirm to remove to mother. There i is 
| yet 


FROM SEVERAL PERSON. 349. 
| yet a ſmall ſubſiſtence left them in os few re- 
| 1 books of the Libtary. x. 
Me had never ſeen half what I had deſcribed; 
barkor © l grey-headed Steward, who is 


Yn much an antiquity as any in this place, and 


looks like an old family picture walk d out of 
its frame. He entertain d us as we paſs'd from 
room to room with ſeveral relations of the fa- 
milly; but his obſervations were particularly 
curious when he came to the cellar: he informed 
us where ſtood the triple rows of buts of ſack, 
and where were ranged the bottles of tent, for 
toaſts in a morning; he pointed to the ſtands 
that ſupported the iron-hoop d hogſheads off 
ſtrong beer; then ſtepping to a corner, he lugg'd 
out the tatter d fragments of an unfram'd pic- 
ture: This (ſays he, with tears) was Poor Sir 
Thomas l once maſter of all this drink. He 
had two ſons, poor young maſters! who 
never arrived to the age of his beer; they 
| « both fell ill in this very room, and never 
« went out on their own legs.”. He could not 
paſs by a heap of broken bottles without taking 
up a piece, to ſhow us the Arms of the family 
upon it. He then led us up the Tower by dark 
Winding ſtone ſteps, which landed us into ſeve- 
ral little rooms one above another. One of theſe 
was nail d up, and our guide whiſper d to us as a 
e It ſeems cee 


ces, who was here taken in the fact with a 


for uninterrupted ſtudy, where no one that 
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15 this noble blood ws a little interrupted; about 
two centuries ago, by a freak of the lady Fran- 


neighbouring Prior, ever fince which the room 
has been nail d up, and branded with the name 
of the Adultery-Chamber. The ghoſt of lady 
Frances is ſuppoſed to walk there, and ſome 
| prying maids of the family report that they have 
| ſeen a lady in a fardingale thro the key hole; 
emen 5 
I muſt needs dere dend pe by dus long oy 
Aae den: but what engaged me in it, was a 
generous principle to preſerve the memory of ³ 
that, which itſelf muſt ſoon fall into duſt, nay 
perkaps part of it, before this letter reaches your 


Inder wee old houſe this lms kind 
of gratitude that we do to an old friend, who 
harbours us in his declining condition, nay even 
in his laſt extremities. How fit is this retreat 


paſſes by can dream there is an inhabitant, and 
even thoſe who would dine with us dare not ſtay 
under our roof! Any one that ſees it will own I WW 
could not have choſen a more likely place to 
converſe with the dead in. I had been mad in- WW 
| deed if I had left your · Grace for any one but 
Homer. But when I return to abe living, I ſhall WW 
| * : 


LAS 5 


FROM: © SEVERAL PERSONS. 38 
ſenſe to endeavour to converſe with the 


| beſtof them, and ſhall therefore as ſoon as poſ- 
fible tell you in perſon how much I am, & . 
4 i : ; a . k 4 | 
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FOU defire. my. opinion 336171 | 
pute in France concerning Homer: And 
1 think it excuſable (at an age alas! of not much 
1 to amuſe myſelf a little in taking no- 
tice of a controverſy, than which. nothing i is at 
preſent more remarkable (even in a nation who | 
value themſelves ſo much upon the Belles Let- 
tres) both on account of the illuſtrious ſubject 
of it, and of the two ene, ingoged 3 in the 
quarrel... . 
The one is r in all deten | 
of Poetry, even in the opinion of his very adver- | 
The other a lady (and of more. value for 
being ©). not only of great Learning; but with 
a Genius admirably turn d to that ſort of it 
which moſt becomes herSex for ſoftneſs, gentle- | 
neſs, and promoting of virtue; and ſuch as 
(one would think) is not ſo liable as other parts 
of Arias to o_ diſputes, or AFPlent 5 


1 . ” f 6 Ye 
, ES * ; go * 
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Vet it has ſo. happen'd, chat no 1 
even about Divinity itſelf, have been more out- 


rageous or uncharitable than theſe. two. Polite I 
Aber! by ſuffering their judgments to be a 


little warped (if T may uſe that expreſſion) by 
the heat of their eager inclinations, to attack or 
defend ſo great an Author under debate. I wiſh 
for the fake of tlie public, which is now ſo well 
entertained by their quarrel, it may not end at 
luſt in their agreeing to blame a third man Who 
is ſo preſumptuous as to cenſure both, x they 
ſhould chance to hear of it. 

To begin with matter of fact. M. DAcier N 
has well judg'd; that the beſt of all Poets cer- 
| kainly deſery'd a better tranſlation, at leaſt into 
Drench proſe, becauſe to ſee it done in verſe 
Vans diſpair'd « of: I believe indeed, from a defect 
in that language, incapable of mounting to any 
degree of excellence ane to s wy great an 


- undertaking. 


She has not only petform'd-this taſk as well 


as profe/can'doit "(which is indeed but as the 
| wrong fide of tapeſtry is able to repreſent the 
night 2) ſhe has added to it alſo many learned 


and uſeful annotations. With all which ſhe 
moſt obligingly delighted not only her own ſex, 
but moſt of ours, ignorant of the Greek, and 


A thought of Cerrantes, borrowed with the freedom 
2 "= 


. con- 
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conſequently her adverſary himſelf, who frankly 5 


l — Nr goat. 


ſhe. growr 


blame him. 


| Now an to M. de la Moe, e 
deſervedly famous fir all ſorts. of Lyric Poetry, 


was ſo far introduced by her into thoſe beauties 
of the Epic kind (tho but in that way of tranſ- 


lation) as not to reſiſt the pleaſure and hope e 
reputation, by attempting that in verſe, which 
had been applauded ſo much for the difficult 


of doing it even in proſe; knowing how this, 
; well executed, 1 muſt ene, wenn the 
Bur, as great Ports are a little 1 0 to think 


2 have an ancient right of being excus d for 


vanity on all occaſions, he was not content to 
out- do M. DAcier, but endeavoured to out- do 
Homer himſelf, and all that ever in any age or 
nation went before him in the ſame enterprize; 


by ae 2 n or n en * 


1 thin aſt tee Thinker. - 
Ink boon! in all times ſo well defended, as not N 
to need my ſmall aſſiſtance; yet, I muſt needs PP 


tay, his excellencies are ſuch, that for thei 
For. VIE . © An 


die a wonder therefore, i, in doing this, 
fo enamour'd. of that unſpeakably> 
Author, as to have a kind of horror 
at the eat mention of 6 man bold enough to 


wa * 
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he deſerves a much gentler touch for his ſcem- 
ing errors. Theſe if M. de la Motte had tranſ- 
lated as well as the reſt, with an apology for 
having retain d them only out of meer venera- 
tion; his judgment, in my opinion, would have 
appear d much greater than by the beſt of his 
alterations, though I admit them to be written 
very finely; I join with M. de la Motte in 
wondering at ſome odd things in Homer, but 
it is chiefly becauſe of his ſublime ones, I Was 
about to ſay his divine ones, which almoſt fir- | 
prize me at finding en whine | in A 
lible condition of human nature. 
And now we are wondering, Tam in a diff 
culty to gueſs what can be the reaſon of theſe 
- exceptions- againſt Homer, from one who has 
himſelf tranſlated him, contrary to the general 
- cuſtom of tranſlators. Is there not a little of | 
that in it? I mean to be ſingular, in getting 
above the title of a Tranſlator, tho' ſufficiently * | 
. _ honourablein this caſe. For ſuch an ambition 
no body has leſs occaſion, than one who is fo 
fine a Poet in other kinds; and who muſt have 
too much wit to believe, any alteration of an- 
other can entitle him to the denomination of an 
: Epic Poet himſelf: tho no man in this age 
ſeems more capable of being a good one, if the 
French tongue would bear it. Vet in his tranſ- 


„ * he — done too . to nn 8 
. . 
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(with all his faults) that her's can be ever per 


A with i it. 


ing faults is the moſt eaſy and vulgar part of a 
critic ; whereas nothing ſhows ſo much ſkill 
and taſte both, as the being thoroughly. ſen- 

| ſible of the ſublimeſt excellencies. 

What can we ſay in excuſe of all this ? Hu 
manum eft errare : Since as good a Poet as, I 
believe, the French lan guage: is capable of, and 
as ſharp a Critic as any nation can produce, has 


by too much cenſuring Homer ſubjected a tranſ- 
40 to cenſure, that would have oye 


' ſtood the teſt of the ſevereſt adverſary. . 
But fince he would needs chuſe that v wrong 


way of criticiſm, I wonder he miſſed a ftone ſo 


eaſy to be thrown againſt Homer, not for his 
filling the Iliad with fo much laughter (for 
that is to be excuſed, ſince a war is not capable 
of being deſcribed without it) but with ſo many 
various particulars | of wounds and horror, as 


way himſelf, as not the leaſt to doubt his reader 


pictures are the more diſagreeable for being al- 
ways ſo very movingly painted. Even Hector's 
. laſt parting from his ſon and Andromache hardly 


_ Beſides he could not be ere he find- 


ſhew the writer (I am afraid) ſo delighted that 


being fo alſo. Like Spanioletta, whoſe diſmal 


makes us amends for his body s being dragg d 


thrice round the town. M. de la Motte in his | | 
MEE ſttongeſt 


> 8 44 
—_—_ 
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frongeſt objection about "that diſtal (Cotte, & 
Has ſufficient cauſe to blame his enraged adver- 
ſary; who here gives an inſtance that it is im- 
poffible to be violent without committing ſome 
miſtake; her paſſion for Homer blinding her 
too much to perceive tlie very groſſeſt of his 
failings. By which warning T am become a 
little more capable of impartiality, tho in a 
diſpute about that very Poet for whom. 1 have 
the greateſt veneration, © 
M. D'Acier might have confider'd a ths. 
that whatever were the motives of M. de la 


| Motte to ſo bold a proceeding, it could not 


darken that fame which I am ſure the thinks. 
thines ſecurely even after the vain attempts of 
Plato himſelf againſt it: caus d only perhaps by 
a like reaſon with that of Madam D'Acier's an- 
| ger againſt M. de la Motte,” namely, the find- 
ing that in proſe his genius (great as it was) 


could not be capable of the ſublime heights of | 


poetry, which therefore he baniſh d out of * 
common- wealth. | 
Nor were theſe objections to Heber bby 
more leſſening of her merit in tranſlating him 
as well as that way is capable of, viz. fully, 
plainly, and dlegantly! than the moſt admire- | 
able verſes can be any e » as ex- | 


ccllent herd 
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rde beck excuſe for all this violence. k. its 
K being in a cauſe ee of reputa- 
tion even to ſuffering,” notwithſtanding « 
eee 2 | 
Ihe worſt of een Ek, | 
4 a paſſionate manner, is its being more a proof 
"of her weakneſs, than of his being liable to 
none. For what is it can excuſe Homer any 
more than Hector, for flying at the firſt 52 
of Achilles? whoſe terrible aſpect ſure needed 
not ſuch an inexcuſeable fright to ſet it off; and 
methinks all that account of Minerva's reſtoring | 
his dart to e net 6 ple too late, for 
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To th Duke. 4 BucxuS@nay. 


its ; 5 Sept. 1, 1718. 3 


TAM mch honours, by your Grace s com- 

A. pliance with my requeſt, in giving me your 
opinion of the French diſpute concerning Ho- 
mer. And 1 ſhall keep my word, in fairly 
telling wherein I diſagree from you. It is but 
in two or three very ſinall paints, not ſo much 
of the diſpute, as of the parties concern d in it. 
3 —— ! Tears 
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1 cannot think quite ſo highly of de Lys us 
learning, tho I reſpect it very much. It is 
great complaiſance in that polite nation, to al- 
low her to be a Critic of equal rank with her 
huſband. To inſtance no further, his remarks 
on Horace ſhew more good Senſe, Penetration, 
and a better Taſte of his author, aa” thoſe up- 
on Ariſtotle's Art of poetry more Skill and Sci- 
ence, than any of her's on any author what- 
ever a. In truth, they are much more flight, 
dwell more in generals, and are, beſides, for 
the moſt part leſs her own; of which her Re- 
marks upon Homer are an example, where Euſta- 
thius is tranſcribed ten times for once that he is 
quoted. Nor is there at all more depth of learn- 
ing inthoſe upon Terence, Plautus, (or where they 
were moſt wanted) upon Ariſtophanes, only the 
Greek ſcholia upon the latter are ſome of the 
beſt extant. | 
Your Grace will belle me, that I did not 
ſearch to find defects in a lady; my employ- 
ment upon the Iliad forced me to ſee them; 
| — I have had ſo much of the French com- 
aiſance as to conceal her thefts; for wherever 
'T have found her notes to be wholly another's 
P which i is the caſe in ſome hundreds) 1. have 


=) This 4 a jult e 3 zugden done kim, 01 
"of that excellent Critic's ther at home « or abroad. | 


bas e | 
” ; wy 


barely ces een adn * 
ſetving upon it. neee ever 
een my obſervations, ſhe: will be ſenſible of this 
conduct but what effect it — have . a 
. Iwill not anſwer for. 
In the next place; 48 to M. Ain tee 1 
thiok your Grace hardly does him right, in ſup- 
poſing he could have no Idea of the beauties of + 
Homer's Epic Poetry, but what he learned 
from Madam Dacier's Proſe-tranſlation. There 
had been a very elegant Proſe-tranſlation - be- 
fore, that of Monſieur de la Valterie ; fo ele- 
gant, that the ſtyle of it was evidently the ori- 
ginal and model of the famous Telemaque. 
| Your Grace very juſtly animadverts againſt the 
00 en — of finding faults, in the 

4 of confeſſing none in the other: But 
doubtleſs, as to Violeace, the lady has: infinitely. 
the better of the gentleman. Nothing can be 
more polite, diſpaſſionate, or ſenſible, than M. 
de la Motte's manner of managing the diſpute : 
and ſo much as I ſee your Grace admires the 
beauty of his verſe (in which you have the ſuf- 
frage too of the Archbiſhop of Cambray) I will | 
venture to o ſay, his proſe Full good: Ithink 


; — . be more — and vncharit- 3 | 
able than theſe two authors, you are a little too | 
on de la Motte. IRE | 
Ig Eo. | 8 . 9 *. "POS. 4 f 
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. as ready to believe of 2 
of mankind in general, that (did but the ſame 
1 intereſts go along with them) they would carry 
1 the learned world to as 3 ani. 
opinions in Criticiſm, as ever — dil: own 
Religion: and that, in defect of Scripture to 
quarrel upon, we ſhould have the French, Ita- 
lian, and Dutch Commentators ready to burn 
one another about 8 nn es, | 
and Horace. 4 
I Ido not wonder your Grace is hock d ar he 
Night of Hector upon the firſt appearance | 
Achilles in the twenty-ſecond Iliad, However 
| = pur hs ene) a true Commentator, if not a 
ritic) I will endeavour to excuſe, if not 
to * it in my Notes on that book. And to 
fave myſelf what trouble I can; inſtead of doing 
it in this letter, I will draw up the ſubſtance of 
what I have to ſay for it in a ſeparate paper, 
Which I will ſhew your Grace when next we 
meet. I will only deſire Wee, that 
Hector was in an abſolute certainty „ 
| and Gerd oer an ee ee 5 
(ſcience of being in an ill cauſe. If your heart 
* be ſo great, as hot to grant the firſt of theſe will WW 
fink the ſpirit of a Hero, youlll at leaſt 'be-fo 
; 7 : . good > 
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| 33 Sled to —_ * t. ing 
1 notice of a poor old diſtreſſed courtier,,com- 
monly the, moſt deſpiſeable thing in the world. 
This blow has ſo rous d Scriblerus that he has 
recovered Bis ſenſes, and thinks and talks like 
other Lr From being frolickſome and gay 
he is turn d grave and moroſe. His lucubrations 
lie veglected among old news- papers, caſes, 
petitions, and abundance of unanſwerable let- 
ters. I wiſh to God they had been among the 
papers of a noble Lord ſealed up. Then might 
Seriblerus have paſſed for the pretender, and ãt 
would haye been a moſt excellent and laborious 
wn for the Flying Poſt, or ſome ſuch t, 


n l 
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| ock Martins — is us 
— whe left hand in Dover-ſtreet, where he 
will be glad to I Dr. Parnelle, Mr. Türe and | 
friends, to whom he can ſtill « a 
half pint of 3 It is wien ſome pleaſure | 
that he contemplates the world ftill buſy, and 
all mankind at work for him. I have ſeen a 
letter from Dean Swift; he keeps up his noble 
ſpirit, and tho like a man knock d down, you 
may behold him ſtill with a ſtern countenance, 
— aiming a blow BE adverfaries. I will add 
no more, being in „only that I will never 
forgive ; you if you can't uſe my aforeſaid houſe 
in Dover-ftreet with the ſame freedom as you 
did that in St. James's ; for as our friendſhip 
was not begun upon the relation of a courtier, 
ſo J hope it will not not end with it. I will al- 
ways be proud to be reckon d amongſt n num- 
ber of of on 5 and humble 1 


_ n wa 


80 LETTER xv. 
00% an ro Dr. Arsv⁰nrH NOT. 5 
4 Boe Fm sept. 10. 5 
AM — yoke: os + delighted you ; im- 
prove you, I am ſure; they could not; you 


are not ſo much a youth: as that, tho you run 
| „ 


*. 
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in attendance upon death, which has ſeiz d 
one of oür family: my mother is ſomething 
better, tho at her advanced age every day is a 
climacteric. There was joined to this an in- 
diſpoſition of my own, which I ought to look 
; upon as a flight one compared with my mother s, 
becauſe my life is not of half the conſequence 

to any body that her's'is to me. All theſe in- 

cidents have hinder d thy moe ſpeedy u 


CC 


Y your obliging letter.. 


The eee is of s ls eas. 
cern to me as you defire it ſhoul name - 
railing papers about the Odyſle 
has merit, it will extinguiſh all —— ver 
dal ; <A ON AER. 


"i with T had nothing to ak; me more Ti 


an honeſt mind is not in the power of any diſ- 
honeſt one. To break its peace, there muſt be 
ſome” guilt or conſciouſneſs,” which” is incon- 
ſiſtent with its own principles. Not but malice 
and injuſtice have their day, like ſome. poor 
Hort-liv'd vermine that die in ſhooting their 
own ſtings. Falſhood is Folly (fays Homer) 


and hars and calumniators at laſt hurt none but _ 


' themſelves, even in this world: in the next, 


22 7 7 3 3 > rag — 
m hr his children, eee £1 


1 my writings, for-it is one. that 
concerns my morals and (which I ought. to * 
ander ok: as wound n ! 


creature + kgs better natural diſpoſitions, or would 
act more rightly or reaſonably /in, every duty, 
know it is the misfortune of that family to be 
governed like a ſhip, I mean the Head guided by 
Pea _ mw MAE: med: . hon 
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Mt. 177 to the Earl of ox ronb. N 


My a 4a 08. 21, 1721. 

FOUR Lordſhip may be ſurpriz'd at the 
. I liberty I take in writing to you; tho you 
” will allow me always to remember, that you 


once permitted me that honour, i in conj junction 
5 0 with 


CY 


th pe 
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| Mortar we ren 


have you think me your grateful and faithifu 


ſervant; hut, 1 own, I have an ambition * 


farther, to have others think me ſo, which is 
the occaſion I give your Lordſhip the trouble of - 


this. Poor Parnelle, before he died, left me 


the charge of publiſhing theſe few remains of 
his: I have a ſtrong defire to make them, their 


author, and their pu publiſher, more conſiderable, 


| by addrefling and dedicating them all to you. 


There is a pleaſure in bearing teſtimony t to truth, 


and a vanity perhaps, Which at leaſt is as ex- 
cuſeable as any vanity can be. Ideg you, my 


| ſhall ſay for it is, that it is the only ded 
ever writ, and ſhall be the only one, whether 


=— 


| Lord, to allow me to gratify it in prefixing this 


per of honeſt verſes to the book. I ſend the 


5 book itſelf, which, I dare ſay, you'll receive 
more ſatisfaction in perafing, than you can from 


any thing written upon the ſubject of yourſelf. 


; Therefore I am a good deal in doubt, whether 


you will care for ſuch an addition to it. All * 


you accept of it or not: for I will not bow the 


knee to a leſs man than ny Lord Oxford, and I 
| expect to ſee no greater in my tim. 


Alter all, if your Lordſhip will tell my Lord 


Y Harley that I muſt not do this, you may de- 
1 ou” — a — of theſe” verſes (be 


— will — Twin defrow/' | 


n 


x LET 1 1 E R XVII. * 
The kan of Oxronp to Mr. ors. 


STR, | Brampton Caſtle, Nov. 6, 17921, 
. Terz your packet, which could not but 


give me great pleaſure, to ſe vou preſerve 5 


an old friend in your memory; for it muſt 
needs be very agreeable to be remember d by 
"thoſe we highly value. But then how — 25 
ſhame did it cauſe me, when I read your very 


fine verſes enclos'd ? my mind reproach d me | | 


how far ſhort I came of what your great friend- 
ſhip and delicate pen would partially deſcribe me. 

Vou aſk, my conſent to publiſh it: to what 
 Areights doth this reduce me? I look back 1 in- 
| deed to thoſe evenings I have uſefully and plea- 
. antly ſpent, with Mr. Pope, Mr. Parnelle, 
Dean Swift, the Doctor, &c. I ſhould be glad 
the world knew Vou admitted me to your 
| " friendſhip, | and fince your affection is too hard 


for your Judgment, 1 am contented to let the 
: world 


# 


* 


1 the verſes, 


End of the SgvenTH Votuns, q 
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